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superintendent’s message
thank you for reading twice-exceptional: students with Both Gifts and challenges or 
disabilities by the Idaho state department of education. 

the state department of education is accountable for the success of all Idaho 
students.  as leaders in education, we provide the expertise and technical assistance 
to promote educational excellence and highly effective instruction.  

the twice-exceptional manual provides the awareness and technical assistance 
to those who are working with Idaho’s twice-exceptional students. these children 
truly are exceptional.  not only are they gifted, but they are also coping with learning 
challenges or disabilities.  It is our responsibility to give these students the extra 
assistance they need to become successful. 

thank you again for reading this manual and for your continued dedication to serving 
Idaho students.  I also want to thank all the educators, parents and department staff 
who contributed to this manual for their hard work and vision. 

sincerely,

 

tom Luna

superintendent of public Instruction 
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executive summary
Purpose of the Manual

• to provide a resource to support the stated mission of this manual. 

Definition

•  Students who are Twice-Exceptional are identified as gifted and talented and are also identified with one or 
more disability or condition.

Educational Implications

•  Identification is troublesome yet essential. A spread in assessment scores is common and needs to be 
interpreted with care. 

• Response-To-Intervention has been identified as an effective model for intervention.  

• social/emotional development is a consistent and critical area of need. 

Parenting

•  parenting students who are twice-exceptional is often frustrating.  collaborative support and understanding 
are essential.  

Law 

•  state and federal laws provide information regarding the education of students who are gifted and students 
who have disabilities.
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part 1: IntroductIon

Mission & Definition

Mission

MISSION

to recognize and nurture the exceptional 
capabilities of gifted students who have 
disabilities and help them achieve their 
potential. 

this resource book provides a framework to 
identify students who are twice-exceptional  
and implement appropriate strategies across 
all settings.  

DEFINITION

disabilities/challenges

Students who are identified as gifted 
and talented in one or more areas of 
exceptionality (specific academics, 
intellectual ability, creativity, leadership, 
visual or performing arts) and also 
identified with one or more specific 
diagnosable conditions [which may 
not be diagnosed], such as learning 
disabilities, mental health problems, 
neurological disorders, physical 
handicaps, or the asynchronicity that 
occurs due to the discrepancy between 
mental age and chronological age that 
may or may not impede their progress 
in life.

My daughter, Marcia, did not tend to 
produce much written work in school 
even though her thoughtful observations 
and questions added an immense 
amount to the classes she attended.  
She was placed in the accelerated 
courses because it was felt that even if 
she was not good at producing material, 
being in the higher level classes would 
stand a better chance of meeting her 
intellectual needs.  After a short time 
in her English course and without any 
attempt to strategize a way she could 
have success, her teacher excused her 
from the class stating she “did not see 
the gift” in Marcia.  The teacher felt 
that any child in an accelerated course 
should not require and did not deserve 
any kind of accommodation.  Marcia 
did take the SAT test four years earlier 
than normal and scored high enough to 
qualify for attendance at the national 
talent search program in English.

—  Idaho Parent of  
Twice-Exceptional Child
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MASkING

students who are gifted with learning challenges are at-risk because their educational and social-
emotional needs often go undetected.  research indicates that 2-5% of the population will have 
disabilities, and 2-5% of students with disabilities are gifted (Dix & Schafer, 1996, Whitmore, 
1980 & Maker, 1977). The intellectual strengths of gifted children often mask specific areas of 
challenge or weakness.  their inconsistent academic performance may lead educators to believe 
these students are not putting forth adequate effort. 

the effects of a learning disability can 
suppress a child’s giftedness and the 
child’s giftedness can hide (mask) 
his or her learning challenge.  these 
children can often “get by” in a standard 
curriculum, as intellectual strengths 
and weaknesses often conceal each 
other. “Getting by” means achieving at 
an academic level commensurate with 
their same-aged peers.  the expectation 
is that these children should be given 
the opportunity to achieve at an 
academic level commensurate with their 
intellectual potential. 

Gifts & 
talents

disabilities 
& challenges
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Gifts

challenges

Gifts

challenges

Gifts challenges

twice-exceptional combinations

Gifts out weigh challenges

Gifts and challenges mask each other

challenges out weigh gifts

• creativity 
• performance

• Bipolar
• adhd

• academic
• Intellectual

Learning 
disabled

• Intellectual
• Leadership

sensory 
Integration 
disorder

some examples of twice -exceptional 
combinations

Gifts out weigh challenges

Gifts and challenges mask each other

challenges out weigh gifts

Figure 1.1
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characteristics of twice-
exceptional children
Printed with permission. Elizabeth Nielsen, 
1994, University of New Mexico

the following list should be viewed as 
characteristics that are typical of many 
children who are gifted and who also have a 
disability, rather than characteristics that all 
such children possess.  children do not form a 
simple, homogeneous group; they are a highly 
diverse group of learners. 

Indicators of Cognitive/Affective 
Strengths

•  have a wide range of interests that are not 
related to school topics or learning.

•  Have a specific talent or consuming interest 
area for which they have an exceptional 
memory and knowledge.

•  are interested in the “big picture” rather than 
small details.

•  are extremely curious and questioning.

•  possess high levels of problem-solving and 
reasoning skills.

•  have penetrating insights.

•  are capable of setting up situations to their 
own advantage often as a coping method.

•  are extremely creative in their approach to 
tasks and as a technique to compensate for 
their disability.

•  have an unusual imagination.

• are humorous often in “bizarre” ways.

•  have advanced ideas and opinions which 
they are uninhibited in expressing.

• have a superior vocabulary.

• have very high energy levels.

Indicators of Cognitive/Affective 
Problems

•  have discrepant verbal and performance 
abilities.

•  Have deficient or extremely uneven academic 
skills which cause them to lack academic 
initiative, appear academically unmotivated, 
avoid school tasks, and frequently fail to 
complete assignments.

• are extremely frustrated by school.

•  have auditory and/or visual processing 
problems which may cause them to respond 
slowly, to work slowly, and to appear to think 
slowly.

•  have problems with long-term and/or short-
term memory.

•  Have motor difficulties exhibited by 
clumsiness, poor handwriting, or problems 
completing paper-and-pencil tasks.

•  Lack organizational skills and study skills; 
often appearing to be extremely “messy.”

•  are unable to think in a linear fashion; have 
difficulty following directions.

•  are easily frustrated; give up quickly on tasks; 
are afraid to risk being wrong or making 
mistakes.

•  Have difficulty explaining or expressing ideas, 
“getting-to-the-point,” and/or expressing 
feelings.

•  Blame others for their problems while 
believing that their successes are only due to 
“luck.”

•  are distractible; unable to maintain attention 
for long periods of time.

• are unable to control impulses.

•  have poor social skills; demonstrate 
antisocial behaviors.

• are highly sensitive to criticism.
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Indicators of Low Self-Esteem
one of the most common characteristics 
of these children is low self-esteem. they 
frequently “disguise” this low self-esteem 
through the use of any or all of the following 
behaviors:

• anger
• self-criticism
• crying
• disruptive behaviors
• clowning behaviors
• denial of problems
• Withdrawal
• daydreaming and fantasy
• apathetic behaviors

Figure 1.2 ►Distinguishing Characteristics of Gifted Students with Factors

Traditional
Characteristics

Characteristics of
Culturally/
Linguistically
Diverse Gifted 
Students

Characteristics of
Low Socio-
Economic
Gifted Students

Characteristics of
Gifted Students
With Disabilities

Basic Skills ability to learn 
basic skills quickly 
and easily and 
retain information 
with  less 
repetition

may require more 
repetition or hands-on 
experiences at an 
introductory level

Lack of opportunities 
and access to school-
readiness materials 
may delay acquisition 
of basic skills

often struggles to learn 
basic skills due to 
cognitive  processing 
difficulties; needs to 
learn compensatory 
strategies in order to 
acquire basic skills and 
information

Verbal Skills high verbal ability may have high verbal 
ability in native 
language; may rapidly 
acquire english 
language skills if they 
possess academic 
skills in their home 
language

Lack of opportunities 
may delay the 
development of 
verbal skills

high verbal ability but 
extreme difficulty in 
written language area; 
may use language in 
inappropriate ways and 
at inappropriate times

Reading Ability early reading 
ability

may demonstrate 
strong storytelling 
ability and ability to 
read environmental 
print in home 
language

Lack of access to 
reading materials 
may delay acquisition 
of reading skills

frequently has reading 
problems due to 
cognitive processing 
deficits

Observation Skills Keen powers of 
observation

may display high 
levels of visual 
memory or auditory 
memory skills

strong observational 
skill which are often 
used to “survive on 
the streets”

strong observation skills 
but often has deficits in 
memory skills

Problem Solving strong critical 
thinking, problem-
solving and 
decision-making 
skills

strong critical thinking 
in primary language; 
often solves problems 
in creative ways; 
particularly interested 
in solving “real-world” 
problems

excels in 
brainstorming and 
solving “real-world” 
problems; strong 
critical thinking 
ability; rapid decision-
making skills

excels in solving 
“real-world” problems; 
outstanding critical 
thinking and decision-
making skills; often 
independently develops 
compensatory skills

Persistence Long attention 
span- persistent, 
intense 
concentration

Long attention span 
– persistent, intense 
concentration

persistent in areas 
of interest usually 
unrelated to school

frequently has attention 
deficit problems but 
may concentrate for 
long periods in areas of 
interest

Albuquerque Public School Gifted Task Force; developed by E. Nielsen (1999).
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Figure 1.2 (con’t) ►Distinguishing Characteristics of Gifted Students with Factors

Traditional
Characteristics

Characteristics of
Culturally/
Linguistically
Diverse Gifted 
Students

Characteristics of
Low Socio-
Economic
Gifted Students

Characteristics of
Gifted Students
With Disabilities

Curiosity Questioning 
attitude

some culturally 
diverse children are 
raised not to question 
authority

Questioning attitude 
which may at times 
be demonstrated 
in a confronting or 
challenging way

strong questioning 
attitude; may appear 
disrespectful when 
questioning information, 
facts, etc. presented by 
teacher

Creativity creative in the 
generation of 
thoughts, ideas, 
actions; innovative

often displays 
richness of imagery 
in ideas, art, music, 
primary language, 
etc.; can improvise 
with commonplace 
objects

strong creative 
abilities

unusual imagination; 
frequently generates 
original and at times 
rather “bizarre” ideas

Risk Taking takes risks degree of risk taking 
may depend upon 
the familiarity of the 
situation based on 
different cultural 
experiences

takes risks often 
without consideration 
of consequences

often unwilling to take 
risks with regard to 
academics; takes risks 
in non-school areas 
without consideration of 
consequences

Humor unusual, often 
highly developed 
sense of humor

humor may be 
displayed through 
unique use of 
language and 
responses

may use humor 
to become “class 
clown,” to deal with 
stressful situations, 
and to avoid trouble 

humor may be used to 
divert attention from 
school failure; may use 
humor to make fun of 
peers or to avoid trouble

Maturity may mature at 
different rates 
than age peers

accepts 
responsibilities in 
the home normally 
reserved for older 
children

often mature earlier 
than age peers since 
they must accept 
responsibilities in 
the home which are 
normally reserved for 
older children or even 
adults; inexperience 
may make them 
appear socially 
immature

sometimes appear 
immature since they 
may use anger, crying, 
withdrawal, etc. to 
express feelings and to 
deal with difficulties

Independence sense of 
independence

may be culturally 
socialized to work in 
groups rather than 
independently

circumstances 
often have forced 
the student to 
become extremely 
independent and self-
sufficient

requires frequent 
teacher support 
and feedback in 
deficit areas;  highly 
independent in other 
areas; often appears to 
be extremely stubborn 
and inflexible

Albuquerque Public School Gifted Task Force; developed by E. Nielsen (1999).                                                  (con’t) ►
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Figure 1.2 (con’t) ►Distinguishing Characteristics of Gifted Students with Factors

Traditional
Characteristics

Characteristics of
Culturally/
Linguistically
Diverse Gifted 
Students

Characteristics of
Low Socio-
Economic
Gifted Students

Characteristics of
Gifted Students
With Disabilities

Emotionality sensitive may be sensitive 
particularly to racial or 
cultural issues

may be critical of 
self and others 
including teachers; 
can understand and 
express concern 
about the feelings 
of others even while 
engaging in anti-
social behavior

sensitive regarding 
disability area(s); highly 
critical of self and others 
including teachers; can 
express concern about 
the feelings of others 
even while engaging in 
anti-social behavior

Social Skills may not be 
accepted by other 
children and may 
feel isolated

may be perceived as 
a loner due to racial/
cultural isolation and/
or inability to speak 
english; entertains 
self easily using 
imagination in games 
and ingenious play

economic 
circumstances as well 
as his/her giftedness 
may isolate the 
student from more 
financially secure 
peers

may be perceived as 
a loner since they do 
not fit typical model 
for either a gifted or 
a learning disabled 
student; sometimes has 
difficulty being accepted 
by peers due to poor 
social skills

Leadership exhibits leadership 
ability

may be a leader in the 
community but not 
in the school setting; 
demonstrates “street-
wise” behavior

may be a leader 
among the more non-
traditional students; 
demonstrates 
strong “street-wise” 
behavior; often excels 
in brainstorming 
and problem solving 
around social issues

often leaders among 
the more non-traditional 
students; demonstrate 
strong behavior; the 
disability may interfere 
with ability to exercise 
leadership skills

Broad Interests Wide range of 
interests

Interests may include 
individual culturally 
related activities

Wide range of 
interests that are 
often unrelated 
to topics/subjects 
addressed in school

Wide range of interests 
but is handicapped 
in pursuing them due 
to process/learning 
problems

Focused Interests Very focused 
interests, i.e., a 
passion about a 
certain topic to the 
exclusion of others

Very focused 
interests, i.e., a 
passion about a 
certain topic to the 
exclusion of others

Very focused 
interests, i.e., a 
passion about a 
certain topic to the 
exclusion of others 
– usually not related 
to school subjects

Very focused interests, 
i.e., a passion about 
a certain topic to the 
exclusion of others 
– often not related to 
school subjects

Albuquerque Public School Gifted Task Force; developed by E. Nielsen (1999).  Sources:  New Mexico State Dept. of Ed. 
(1994) Technical Assistance Document-gifted Education; Fox, L., Brody, I., & Tobin, D. (1983).  Learning Disabled Gifted 
Children; Torrance, E.P., Goff, K., & Neil, B. (1998).  Multicultural Mentoring of the Gifted and Talented; Van tassel-
Baska, J., Patton, J., & Prillaman, D. (1991).  Gifted Youth at Risk
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Identification

Where are students with Twice- 
Exceptionalities found?
Some have been identified as gifted only, 
some have been identified as having a learning 
challenge only.  however, the majority of 
these students are in the regular classroom 
unidentified.  These children’s needs are not 
being met. 

hidden disabilities may prevent students with 
advanced cognitive abilities from achieving 
their potential. the frustrations related to 
unidentified strengths and disabilities can 
result in behavioral and social/emotional 
issues. for some students who are twice-
exceptional, behavior plans become the 
focus of their interventions when academic 
modifications may meet their needs and solve 
behavior problems.  there are a variety of 
interventions for this purpose.

the behaviors may be managed, but the 
underlying issues (abilities or disabilities/
challenges) are seldom addressed. school can 
become a frustrating experience for students 
who are twice-exceptional, as well as their 
teachers, and parents. a collaborative effort 
among educational service providers, parents 
and students is needed to identify learners who 
are twice-exceptional and implement strategies 
to meet their diverse needs.

Who are Service Providers?

service providers are classroom 
teachers, special educators, gifted 
and talented teachers and facilitators, 
counselors, school psychologists, 
specialists, administrators, and support 
staff.  this includes members of a 
problem-solving team and anyone who 
impacts the child’s school experience.

It is essential that the giftedness and 
learning challenges of students who are 
Twice-Exceptional are identified as early as 
possible so that appropriate interventions 
are provided at optimum times. the literature 
regarding best practices in teaching these 
students consistently supports strength-based 
teaching strategies while at the same time 
working toward developing accommodations 
and compensation strategies that empower 
the students.  unfortunately, many times the 
struggles of these students go unnoticed 
resulting in learning gaps and undeveloped 
potentials.  they will continue to be at-risk until 
educators understand the educational and 
social/emotional needs of this population. 

educators must implement strategies to 
develop student potential, to identify learning 
gaps and provide appropriate instruction, to 
foster student social/emotional development, 
and to enhance capacity to cope with mixed 
abilities.

many educators see the bright “school smart” 
child as gifted and overlook the gifted attributes 
of the twice-exceptional student.

Bright Child or Gifted Child

Bright child Gifted child

Knows the answer asks the questions

Interested extremely curious

pays attention Gets involved physically and 
mentally

Works hard plays around, still gets good 
test scores

answers questions Questions the answers

enjoys same-age peers prefers adults or older 
children

Good at memorization Good at guessing

Learns easily Bored.  already knew the 
answers

Listens well shows strong feelings and 
opinions

Self-satisfied highly critical of self 
(perfectionistic)

note: from Janice szabos, Challenge Magazine, 1989 
Issue 34.
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Figure 1.3
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IDENTIFICATION & PROGRAMMING PROCESS FOR TWICE-EXCEPTIONAL (2E) STUDENTS

Due to the masking of their strengths & weaknesses, Twice-Exceptional students are difficult 
to identify. parents or teachers may notice inconsistencies/asynchronies in the student.

school team meets and plans classroom interventions.  
this may be the response to Intervention (rtI) team.

problem-solving team considers existing data, decides on need for more data  
(formal or informal), and further interventions.

the team, which consists of all the student’s school service providers and his/her  
parents, considers all possible data and perspectives: achievement testing,  

authentic tasks, formal testing & parental input.

apply analysis of subscales for all formal testing when making decisions about  
abilities and disabilities or learning difficulties. (Testing may be administered  

by in-school personnel or an out-of-school professional.)

Gifted program options 
are utilized.

Gifted program options 
are utilized and Iep or 
504 plan procedures 

are implemented 
or classroom 

accommodations  
are used.

Iep or 504 plan 
procedures are 
implemented.
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Proposed Guidelines for Identifying and 
Meeting the Needs of Twice-Exceptional 
Students.  
By Wendy Eisner, PhD, and Melissa Sornik, 
BSW. Reprinted with permission from the May 
2006 issue of 2e: Twice-Exceptional Newsletter 
(www.2eNewsletter.com)

these guidelines are intended to be a 
multi-purpose reference tool for educators, 
counselors, and parents. they have been 
developed in order to:

• Clearly define the term Twice-Exceptional (2e)
•  help readers better understand 2e 

personality characteristics
• provide help in designing 2e programs
•  provide a system for identifying students for 

2e programs
•  help in preparing evaluations and 

individualized education programs (Ieps)
•  Guide decision-making at committee on 

special education (cse) meetings.

these guidelines are deliberately brief to 
facilitate their use.  

Defining Twice-Exceptionality
twice-exceptionality is a broad and complex 
concept. It is a way of framing or viewing 
individuals who have pronounced discrepancies 
between their strengths and weaknesses. 

commonly, the twice-exceptional individual 
is viewed through the lens of pathology. 
With a pathology model, the focus is on the 
individual’s weaknesses, sometimes totally 
eclipsing his or her strengths. the goal of the 
pathology model is fixing the weaknesses 
without simultaneously developing the 
strengths. many clinicians are trained to use 
the pathology model and receive no training 
with regard to giftedness. as a result, they 
are likely to misinterpret gifted behaviors as 
symptoms of disorders. the book misdiagnosis 
and dual diagnoses of Gifted children and 
adults: adhd, Bipolar, ocd, asperger’s, 
depression, and other disorders (Webb et al., 
2005) discusses this serious issue.

In contrast to the pathology model is the 
holistic model. this way of viewing twice 
exceptionality encompasses both the 
individual’s strengths and weaknesses, 
focusing equally on the two. twice- 
exceptionality, under this model, encompasses 
three possible ability/disability relationships: 

•  ability in addition to disability – for example, 
the dual diagnosis of gifted and asperger’s 
syndrome

•  ability instead of disability – for example, the 
misdiagnosis of distractibility as a symptom 
of attention deficit disorder instead of 
creative thinking

•  ability within a disability – for example, 
the superior visual-spatial skills in some 
individuals with autism.

Identifying an Individual as Twice-
Exceptional
Because twice-exceptionality is not a diagnostic 
classification, there is no established set 
of criteria for identifying twice-exceptional 
students. Many are never identified or identified 
only after years of struggling in school. 
these individuals typically fall into one of the 
categories shown in Table 1  (Baum & owen, 
2004).

Table 1 ►
Identified as: And displaying these 

characteristics:
Gifted only •  high achievement and IQ

•  ever-wider discrepancies 
between potential and 
performance as they age

Learning disabled (Ld) 
only

•  often have failing grades
•  receive attention from 

educators primarily for 
their inabilities rather than 
strengths

neither gifted nor Ld •  Have gifts masked by defi-
ciencies, and deficiencies 
masked by gifts

•  use high intelligence to 
compensate for weak-
nesses

•  Barely perform at grade 
level
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In schools today, students tend to be 
identified as gifted by educational evaluations 
administered by private consultants trained in 
giftedness. Identified students belong to one of 
the four subtypes shown in Table 2. 

Table 2 ►
 subtype typical characteristics and 

examples

1.  Gifted/Ld  
(“Gifted” in the broad 
sense, going beyond 
academics into 
Gardner’s multiple 
intelligences and 
encompassing high 
interest/excellence 
in creative writing/
poetry, visual arts, 
music, dance/
athletics. (Baum, 
2004))

•  developmental speech/
language disorder 

•  Ld in academic skill such 
as reading, writing, or math 

•  discrepancy between 
potential and performance 

•  Difficulty with psychological 
processes 

•  Inappropriate learning 
behaviors 

2.  special ed  
(Including sensory 
impairments and neu-
robiological disorder 
(nBd).) 

•  asperger syndrome
•  add and ad/hd
•  Bipolar disorder
•  nonverbal learning 

disability [nVLd]
•  obsessive-compulsive 

disorder [ocd]
•  pervasive developmental 

disorder [pdd]
•  sensory integration 

disorder (also called 
sensory processing 
disorder)

•  tourette syndrome

3.  Gifted/
underachieving

•  emotional factors such as 
anxiety, depression, and 
low self-esteem

4.  Gifted/Learning style 
difference

•  Visual-spatial learner (VsL)

The Need for a Standardized Approach to 
Identification 
a great need exists to establish a standardized 
set of Twice-Exceptional identification criteria. 
standardization would be a step toward 
reversing the current trends that transform this 
population into a burden rather than an asset 
to society. developing standardized criteria will:

1.  make it easier to identify the “invisible” 

twice-exceptional students in our schools. 
failure to do so is an emerging crisis, not 
only for the students and their families, 
but also for society. By overlooking these 
students, our nation squanders a valuable 
resource for potential scientific/technological 
advancement and cultural enrichment. 
Also, those who are not properly identified 
receive inappropriate special education 
accommodations or none at all, placing them 
at risk for academic underachievement, 
dropping out of school, truancy, delinquency, 
serious psychiatric disturbance, and 
substance abuse.  

2.  reveal a more accurate estimate of the 
percentage of the population that is twice 
exceptional. currently, this percentage is 
unknown.

3.  enable mental health professionals 
to provide appropriate medical and 
psychological interventions. as stated earlier 
(Webb et al., 2005), there is a growing 
awareness that gifted children and adults 
are often misdiagnosed. having standardized 
identification criteria would help prevent 
such errors and spare individuals from 
receiving unnecessary or inappropriate 
medication and psychotherapy (Baldwin, 
2006).

4.  help unite the currently fragmented twice 
exceptional community. those who raise 
and work with twice-exceptional youngsters 
are separated by various factors. primary 
among them are geography and the use 
of different identification criteria and 
terminology. (among the various terms used 
synonymously with twice-exceptional are: 
gifted, gifted/Ld, gifted/underachiever, 
uniquely gifted, gifted with learning 
differences, and multi-exceptional.) uniting 
the twice-exceptional community offers 
several advantages:

•  It strengthens the reality of twice 
exceptionality.

•  It raises parents’ awareness of this 
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population, enabling them to present their 
Twice-Exceptional students as a significant 
group to school personnel, rather than as 
isolated cases.

•  It raises professional awareness of this 
population, helping them to view twice-
exceptional students holistically and 
to consistently provide these students 
with appropriate educational and social/
emotional interventions.

•  It gives the twice-exceptional community the 
political power to lobby for legislation that will 
grant twice-exceptional individuals the right 
to appropriate educational programming in 
public schools.

Proposed Guidelines
following is a proposed set of guidelines for use 
in identifying students as twice-exceptional, 
identifying them for entry into twice-exceptional 
educational programs, and for evaluating 
the programs themselves. these guidelines 
are based, in part, on guidelines included in 
Twice-Exceptional Students, Gifted Students 
With Disabilities: An Introductory Resource 
Book, published by the colorado department 
of education. the book emphasizes that the 
identification of students’ gifts, disabilities, and 
discrepancies – all of which must be present 
to identify an individual as twice-exceptional– 
cannot be made on test scores alone, 
particularly IQ scores. Instead, the identification 
process should make use of “multiple sources, 
tools, and criteria for a body of evidence, 
including intellectual ability, achievement, 
behavioral characteristics, and demonstrated 
performance.”

Guidelines for Identifying an Individual’s 
Gifts
1.  determine if the youngster shows 

characteristics of giftedness, which include:

•  asynchronous development discrepancies 
between rates of mental, physical, and 
social-emotional development (the columbus 
Group, cited in mann, 2004)

 

asynchronous development means 
out-of-sync. Gifted children are out of 
sync both internally (different rates of 
physical, intellectual, emotional, social 
and skill development) and externally 
(lack of fit with same-aged peers and 
age-related expectations of society).

• overexcitabilities in these domains

• psychomotor

• sensual

• Imaginational

• emotional

• Intellectual

examples of overexcitabilities include 
impulsivity, heightened sensory awareness 
and perhaps sharp sense of aesthetics, vivid 
imagery and/or use of metaphor, feelings of 
compassion and responsibility, love of problem-
solving (dabrowski, cited in mann, 2004). 
personality characteristics, which include 
(szabos, cited in mann, 2004)

•  asking questions rather than knowing the 
answers

•  Being highly curious rather than interested

•  Being mentally and physically involved rather 
than attentive

•  having wild, silly ideas rather than good ideas

•  playing around, yet testing well rather than 
working hard

•  discussing in detail and elaborating rather 
than answering the questions

•  Being beyond the group rather than in the top 
group

•  showing strong feelings and opinions rather 
than listening with interest

•  already knowing rather than learning with 
ease
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•  needing one to two repetitions for mastery 
rather than six to eight

•  constructing abstractions rather than 
understanding ideas

•  preferring adults to peers

•  drawing inferences rather than grasping the 
meaning

•  Initiating projects rather than completing 
assignments

•  Being intense rather than receptive

•  creating a new design rather than copying 
accurately

•  enjoying learning rather than school

•  manipulating information rather than 
absorbing it

•  Being an inventor rather than a technician

•  Being a good guesser rather than a 
memorizer

•  thriving on complexity rather than 
straightforward presentation

•  Being keenly observant rather than alert

•  Being highly self-critical rather than pleased 
with his/her own learning.

2.  Look for evidence of above-average 
intelligence, creativity, and task commitment 
to a high-interest task (renzulli, cited in 
Baum & owen, 2004). this evidence can be 
derived from one or both of the following:

•  test scores and structured interviews 
(model in Baum & owen, 2004, p.306) 

•  dynamic data such as student products, 
auditions, or structured activities to 
assess talent (Baum & owen, 2004). 

3.  analyze IQ test results, focusing on those 
sections of the test that allow gifted 
children’s general intelligence to be 
measured separately from their working 
memory and processing speed, which always 
lower their scores. (flanagan, 2005) In 
the WIsc-IV those sections are the Verbal 
comprehension Index and the perceptual 
reasoning Index (referred to as the General 

ability Index, or GaI). the GaI score often 
proves reliable for predicting intelligence and 
identifying those who should receive gifted 
services. (silverman & Gilman, 2004).  

4.  take a broad view of giftedness (i.e., 
encompassing creative and productive 
efforts rather than merely demonstrating 
school-related skills).  

Guidelines for Identifying an Individual’s 
Disability/Learning Disorder/Area of 
Underachievement/Learning Style   
Look for evidence of some or all of the 
following:

•  a developmental speech/language disorder

•  a discrepancy between full-scale IQ score vs. 
grades and vs. achievement test scores

•  A processing problem, which can be specified 
through neuropsychological testing (types 
include: nonverbal learning disabilities like 
executive functioning and difficulty with 
visual-perceptual or auditory processing)

•  Behaviors such as 

•  hyperactivity

•  mood shifts

•  Coordination deficits

•  Impulsivity

•  short attention span

•  acting out

•  Withdrawal

•  distractibility

•  symptoms meeting criteria for 
medical diagnosis.

Guidelines For Identifying an Individual’s 
Significant Discrepancies
Look for major differences in one or more of 
the following three areas: 

•  IQ subtest results.

−  Look for at least one subtest score in 
the gifted range.

−  Analyze subtest scores for the student’s 
areas of strength and weakness. 
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twice-exceptional students typically 
show stronger integrative abilities 
(conceptualizing, thinking abstractly, 
and thinking holistically) than dispersive 
abilities (remembering/using isolated 
facts) (Dixon, 1989, in Baum & Owen, 
2004). however, this pattern may not 
hold true for all twice-exceptional 
individuals due to the wide range 
of twice-exceptional subtypes. In 
asperger’s cases, for example, scores 
for dispersive abilities may be high. 

•  academic performance (between subjects). 
The student may show significant 
discrepancies between consistently high 
grades in one area and low grades in 
another. for example, a student may be 
strong in subjects that require visual-spatial 
intelligence, like geometry, physics, or art, 
but weak in those that require auditory-
sequential or verbal intelligence, like english.

•  potential (as shown by IQ scores) vs. 
performance (as shown by grades). twice-
exceptional students may be underachieving 
relative to their high subtest scores in their 
strength area(s). one factor may be poor 
academic performance in basic skills, 
a weakness for many twice-exceptional 
students. other factors may include 
frustration, low self-esteem, low self-efficacy, 
unrecognized strengths, and misdiagnosis. 

Guidelines for Identifying Students for 
Twice-Exceptional Programs
use these screening tools and techniques 
to identify students for twice-exceptional 
programs in grades K through 12: 

•  IQ subtest analysis (as described earlier)

•  discrepancy between full-scale IQ score vs. 
grades and vs. achievement test scores

•  discrepancy between performance in 
different academic areas

•  torrance test of creativity 

•  neuropsychological data, if available

•  Learning inventories (Dixon, 1989, cited in 
Baum, 2004) 

•  structured interview (Baum & owen, 2004) 
– a description of the student’s interests and, 
if observed, situations in which the student 
was totally absorbed in a subject, discussed 
adult topics, was assertive, avoided tasks, 
was curious, was highly imaginative, and was 
humorous

•  parent recommendation (st. Vrain Valley 
universal high school (uhs) model), which 
includes the parents’ view of the youngster’s 
characteristics, such as strengths, interests, 
self-awareness, confidence, communication 
skills, socialization skills, and independence; 
requirements for success; most successful 
learning experience; and areas of concern

•  Behavioral observation in classroom and at 
home (Baldwin, 2005).

use the following screening tools and 
techniques at the college level to select courses 
and services if a formal twice-exceptional 
program does not exist, or to determine the 
student’s eligibility for a formal program:

•  transcript analysis, looking for

−  Consistently high grades in a particular 
subject to identify strength

−  Consistently low grades in a particular 
subject to identify weakness

−  Significant discrepancies between 
consistently high grades in one area vs. 
low grades in another

•  SAT scores: significant discrepancies 
between math and verbal scores

•  Learning inventories

•  structured interview

•  Behavioral data

•  student application (st. Vrain Valley uhs 
model), in which the student describes 
his/her characteristics in terms of curiosity, 
perfectionism, creativity, desired level of 
academic challenge, etc.

•  teacher recommendation (st. Vrain 
Valley uhs model), in which the teacher 
describes the student in terms of risk-
taking, love of learning, maturity, ability to 
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work independently, presumed reason for 
struggles in the current educational setting. 

For classified students (those identified only as 
Ld and not as gifted), add the following: 

Editor’s Note: For specific learning 
disability refer to eligibility requirements 
in the current Idaho Special Education 
Manual.

•  IQ subtest analysis (as described earlier)

•  discrepancy between full-scale IQ score vs. 
grades and vs. achievement test scores

•  neuropsychological data, if available.

Guidelines for Evaluating Twice-
Exceptional Educational Programming 
effective twice-exceptional educational 
programming is based on the holistic model 
described earlier. When this model is used to 
design curriculum and instruction, the result is 
a focus on developing students’ strengths while 
improving their weaknesses. under this model, 
students show significant improvement in 
self-esteem, academic performance, behavior, 
and career direction. to determine if a program 
is based on the holistic model, check that it 
includes these components:

•  alternative curriculum and instructional 
methods that teach to strengths and talents 
and thus support access to, learning of, 
and expressing understanding of material 
(Gardner’s multiple intelligences, cited in 
Baum & owen (2004)); tomlinson, c.a. 
(2001)

•  accommodations and classroom 
modifications for problems in attention, 
processing speed, reading, organization, and 
memory

•  Instruction in strategies to help compensate 
for disabilities 

•  remediation

•  social/emotional supports in the classroom 

and in counseling (for more information, 
see the description of dually-differentiated 
curriculum for twice-exceptional students in 
Baum, cooper, & neu, 2001.)

•  A process for the accurate identification of 
students, as described earlier

•  a 2e-sensitive individualized educational 
program (Iep) for grades K-12 or a 504 plan 
(altman in eisner & altman, october 2005).

In Conclusion
the authors strongly advocate the use of these 
proposed guidelines for standardizing the 
identification of Twice-Exceptional students. 
a standardized set of criteria will yield the 
benefits described in this article and enable 
every twice-exceptional student to truly receive 
“a free, appropriate public education.” 
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The Identification Challenge
The identification of students who are Twice-
Exceptional can be difficult and requires the 
combined efforts of those most invested in 
the child’s educational success and social/
emotional well-being: parents, educators, 
and the students themselves.  Without the 
identification of any issues, there is a significant 
risk for underachievement for these children.

Giftedness identified; 
Disability not identified

Disability identified; 
Giftedness not identified

neither Giftedness nor  
Disability identified

 
typically, students who are twice-exceptional 
are the ones who can carry on in-depth, 
knowledgeable conversations at a level of 
sophistication not found in their peers.  their 
interests may range from topics on political 
events to recent information regarding global 
warming to the sharing of a musical score 
they have just penned.  they will provide you 
with more information than you could possibly 
assimilate from one conversation, and they will 
seldom accept a pat answer to a question.

these are the same students who, if asked 
to write a paper on their topic of choice, may 
find a variety of plausible reasons why they 
cannot do it at this time, become sullen and 
aggressively refuse to even attempt or turn 
away and mumble something about working on 
it at home.
 
Herein lies the difficulty of identification: Twice-
exceptional students display characteristics 
commonly seen in students who have: a 
learning disability, an emotional disorder, 
physical impairment, adhd, sensory disability 
or autism.  the student’s strengths may 
camouflage their disability or the disability may 
be what is noticed and effectively mask their 
strengths.  further, these characteristics may 
be misinterpreted. for example, perfectionism 
may be misinterpreted as obsessive 

compulsive behaviors, or high energy may be 
misinterpreted as adhd.  dabrowski noted 
multiple abnormal behaviors associated with 
highly gifted individuals.

research supports the need for identifying 
students as early as possible in order for them 
to achieve not only academic success, but to 
provide opportunities for their particular gifts 
to be recognized and developed.  this is also 
crucial to supporting the development of a 
healthy social/emotional base (Brody & mills, 
2004; Osborn, J. 1996; Reis & Ruban 2005).  

early intervention provides opportunities for:

•  academic success

•  talent development

•  compensatory skill development

•  social and emotional support.

early intervention increases the likelihood for a 
child to develop self-efficacy and for optimizing 
his/her potential. underachievement, 
dysfunctional perfectionism and low self-
esteem often begin early if the student is not 
served appropriately.
 
Identifying Students who are Gifted/
Talented with Learning Challenges
Once a person has a solid understanding of 
the characteristics of children who are Twice- 
Exceptional, some will easily stand apart from 
typical peers. The inconsistencies of their 
abilities, or “asynchrony,” are the first telling 
signs. A learner who is gifted with a learning 
disability may be able to perform orally to 
high levels of performance but often performs 
miserably in written expression. They are great 
problem solvers when working with hands-
on materials but have difficulty solving math 
problems in the textbook. They may be the 
class clown but receive average grades. Some 
students who are Twice-Exceptional, especially 
those with autism or ADHD, lack the social 
skills or social reciprocity necessary to sustain 
appropriate relationships with others. They  
may be “the last one picked and the first one 
picked on.” 
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Other students who are Twice-Exceptional may 
not stand out because their gifts mask their 
disability. They may perform to average ability, 
therefore not raising the alarm of parents and 
teachers. Unrecognized children who are Twice- 
Exceptional may never perform to their true 
potential. Often these children make their way 
through elementary school and high school but 
“hit the wall” when they reach post-secondary 
learning environments. Not having had the 
opportunity to recognize and understand 
the challenges imposed by their unidentified 
disabilities or their gifts, these children 
have not learned the strategies and skills to 
compensate for these challenges.

printed with permission from Twice-Exceptional Guide 
2007, Ohio Department of Education.

Parents are often the first to notice that 
inconsistencies exist in their child’s academic 
performance.  for example, this child may have 
an extensive, sophisticated verbal vocabulary 
while the written vocabulary is limited with 
simpler word selection  (Silverman, 1993).   The 
creative, confident child is, at times, a child who 
doubts his own abilities, hesitant to attempt a 
new task or to complete assignments.

the educator may also notice inconsistencies. 
academically, the child may have excellent 
comprehension, yet is reluctant and often 
is unable to produce a written response on 
the assignment. furthermore, an educator is 
in a unique position to observe a student’s 
social/emotional inconsistencies because the 
educator is able to make comparisons with the 
student’s same-aged peers.  

there may be an awareness of these 
inconsistencies from the perspective of the 
student.  this may leave the student feeling 
like he/she is on a roller coaster going from 
the highs of inspiration and brilliance to the 
lows of frustration and stupidity.  over time, 
the student may lose confidence in his/her 
abilities.  the student may learn to avoid, 
withdraw from, or manipulate situations that 
threaten his/her emotional security.  

 
Successful identification is a collaborative 
effort.  parents, educators and students should 
openly share their concerns with a problem-
solving team.  the student should provide input 
throughout the entire process.
 
there is also a need for professionals to be 
aware that students may meet the criteria for 
more than one exceptionality.  more than one 
specialized program may be necessary to meet 
the needs of the student. 

Process of Identification
teachers and parents, as part of the 
problem-solving team, should look closely for 
inconsistencies in classroom performance, 
both in written work and verbal interaction.  
It is important to be aware that students 
already identified as gifted/talented may 
demonstrate characteristics of a disability such 
as a learning disability, emotional disorder, 
or adhd.  conversely, they may have already 
been identified as having a disability, but 
are demonstrating above average abilities in 
certain areas, though perhaps not consistently.  
or, as mentioned earlier, their disabilities 
and talents effectively mask each other, 
and they have not been identified under any 
exceptionality.  the problem-solving team is 
encouraged to implement research-based 
interventions based on classroom assessment 
and observation. careful monitoring of student 
performance is essential for gathering more 
information while providing activities that may 
be more aligned with the student’s needs.  this 
process reflects the RTI principles.   

Based on the data gathered, the team may 
decide to move forward with additional formal 
and informal assessments.  this may consist 
of achievement tests, tests of intellectual 
ability, social/emotional/behavioral/physical 
assessments, and observations of exceptional 
behaviors and/or motivation. 
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“If you can start people thinking about 
the curriculum as having a disability, 
instead of the student having a 
disability, it’ll be worth it,” said Jeff 
diedrich of michigan’s education 
department, which is working on a 
similar initiative of its own.  education 
Week (10/30/07).

rizza and morrison (2007) maintain that it is 
critical to have personnel who have the training 
and knowledge to understand some of the 
more subtle implications in the test results of 
students who are twice-exceptional.  they also 
suggest that cognitive ability (IQ) subtest scores 
may be more revealing and useful than full-
scale IQ or composite/index scores as they are 
often more reflective of the student’s strengths 
and weaknesses.  

having gifted education staff trained in the 
different special education categories and the 
impact these designations have on the learning 
process as well as on the social/emotional 
development will also facilitate the process of 
identification.

Use Multiple Sources, Tools, and Criteria 
for Identification
using more than one source of information 
and a variety of assessment tools provides 
a more balanced way of seeing a child’s 
strengths and exceptionalities. When assessing 
a twice-exceptional student, it is important 
to utilize authentic assessments as well as 
formal, standardized tests.  Incorporating 
student portfolios and products from home 
and community may reveal talents outside 
of the school environment (rizza & morrison, 
2007).  the use of work products, portfolios, 
and research-based interventions also 
allows for english Language Learners (eLL) 
to demonstrate their abilities without the 
possibility of cultural and language bias found 
in most achievement and ability tests.

assessments should be given to answer 
questions and address concerns parents, 
teachers, specialists, and the student have 
about the student’s ability to perform in a 
given educational setting.  this battery of 
assessments should include both formal and 
informal data.

Formal Data – standardized assessments 
that measure the following:

•  cognitive ability
•  academic achievement 
•  executive functioning, attention and 

concentration
•  socio-emotional and Behavioral functioning
•  Language measures
•  memory functioning
•  personality functioning

See Appendix II.

Informal Data 

•  Work samples    
•  portfolio selection (products, projects) 
•  awards and recognition 
•  Grades
•  anecdotal data
•  observations
•  health history
•  Interest Inventories
 
Further Points to Consider When 
Identifying Gifted Students with 
Disabilities:

•  early interventions may prevent their 
educational difficulties from becoming 
disabilities.

•  the 2004 reauthorization of Idea allows 
districts to use a process to determine if the 
student responds to scientific research-based 
or evidence-based interventions.

•  twice-exceptional students typically 
demonstrate outstanding performance in 
either the verbal IQ or performance IQ on 
the Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children, 
Fourth Edition (WIsc-IV).  the full-scale 
IQ is not a true indication of their ability if 
significant discrepancies exist within the four 
composite scores.
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•  closely examine the scatter of the  
WIsc- IV subtests.  twice-exceptional 
students usually have higher scores on 
Vocabulary, similarities, Information, and 
comprehension with lower scores on 
digit span, coding, and Letter-number 
sequencing.  the Gifted development 
center (denver, colorado) has found that 
some children responded unpredictably to 
Letter-number sequencing.  the arithmetic 
subtest has a higher correlation with general 
intelligence (g-loading or g-factor) and is 
more engaging for most gifted children.  
It’s suggested that the arithmetic subtest 
be substituted for the Letter-number 
sequencing subtest unless a child shows 
evidence of mathephobia (etnyre, 2004).

•  It is not exactly known whether any basic 
cognitive processes are being accurately 
assessed by measures of reaction time 
(sattler, 2001). processing speed on 
the various cognitive measures does 
not necessarily equal intelligence, as 
children who are gifed are often reflective.   
application of intelligent strategies often 
requires reflection of the problem.  Therefore, 
children who are intelligent problem solvers 
are consequently penalized on subtests that 
reward speed (etnyre, 2004).

•  achievement discrepancies can exist 
between oral and written expression, basic 
reading skills and reading comprehension, 
mathematical reasoning and calculation.

•  students may be performing at 
grade level and be eligible for twice-
exceptional programming because they 
have a discrepancy between ability and 
achievement.

•  twice-exceptional students tend to struggle 
with executive functioning, organization, 
memory, written output, and sometimes 
reading decoding and math calculation.   

•  When tasks consist of non-meaningful 
information, it can be perceived as 
uninteresting and boring to gifted children.  
due to the attraction to complex challenging 
tasks and the tendency to eschew those 
that require rote memorization and endless 
repletion, the range of activities that gifted 
children perceive as effortful is broader 
(etnyre, 2004).

•  When “fluency” is measured in evaluations, 
it usually involves processing speed of 
reading, mathematics or writing.  While 
the information may be presented within 
a meaningful context, it still could pose 
challenges for children who have difficulties 
with processing speed (etnyre, 2004).

twice-exceptional learners are students who give evidence of the potential for high achievement capability in areas 
such as specific academics; general intellectual ability; creativity; leadership; AND/OR visual, spatial, or performing 
arts AND also give evidence of one or more disabilities as defined by federal or state eligibility criteria such as 
specific learning disabilities; speech and language disorders; emotional/behavioral disorders; physical disabilities; 
autism spectrum; or other health impairments, such as adhd.

Identification of twice-exceptional students requires comprehensive assessment in both the areas of giftedness 
and disability as one does not preclude the other. educational services must address both their high achievement 
potential as well as their deficits. Twice-Exceptional students require differentiated instruction, accommodations 
and/or modifications, direct services, specialized instruction, acceleration options, and opportunities for talent 
development. twice-exceptional students require an individual education plan (Iep) or a 504 accommodation plan 
with goals and strategies that enable them to achieve growth at a level commensurate with their abilities, develop 
their gifts and talents, and learn compensation skills and strategies to address their disabilities. a comprehensive 
education plan will include talent development goals. (printed with permission, dr. susan Baum, 2010)

Gifted students with non verbal learning disabilities or asperger syndrome tend to manifest IQ patterns opposite 
than those demonstrated by gifted students with verbal learning disabilities and gifted students with attention 
deficits.  This group of gifted students (Asperger and nonverbal learning disabled) score in the superior range 
in working memory and processing speed. their lower scores can especially be seen on several subtests like 
comprehension and similarities on the Verbal comprehension Index.  scores on Block design and picture concepts 
on the Perceptual Reasoning index may also be deficit areas. Those are the subtests in which most other kinds 
of 2e students excel. (printed with permission, dr.susan Baum, 2010) Joint commission on twice exceptional 
Students Definition.
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the Law

any discussion of twice-exceptionality must 
include consideration of gifted legislation, 
special education laws at both the federal and 
state level, and the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 
(section 504).  a student may be considered 
twice-exceptional and may require educational 
interventions, without necessarily being 
included under Individuals with disabilities 
education act (Idea 2004).  Knowledge of all of 
the above requirements provides a background 
from which to work.
 
The Federal Role in Gifted Education
the elementary and secondary education act 
(ESEA), provides a federal definition of “gifted 
and talented students”:

Students, children, or youth who give evidence 
of high achievement capability in areas such 
as intellectual, creative, artistic, or leadership 
capacity, or in specific academic fields, and 
who need services and activities not ordinarily 
provided by the school in order to fully develop 
those capabilities.  (Part A, Section 9101(22), 
page 544).

currently, there is no federal funding dedicated 
for local gifted and talented programs.  there 
is a Jacob Javits Gifted and talented students 
education act that provides limited grant 
funding for scientifically based research.  This 
is not funding for local gifted and talented 
programs.

The Federal Role in Special Education
Individuals with disabilities education 
act (Idea 2004) is the federal legislation 
regarding the provision and implementation 
of special education.  Idea 2004 provides 
for the guidelines around referral, eligibility, 
and provision of free and appropriate public 
education (fape) in the Least restrictive 
environment (Lre).

IDEA and Students with Twice-
Exceptionalities
In order to be eligible for special education, 
a student must meet the criteria for one of 
the disability categories outlined in the Idaho 
special education manual, must demonstrate 
an adverse affect, and must demonstrate 
a need for specially designed instruction. 
The needs of students with Twice-
Exceptionalities may be met in multiple 
ways with or without special education 
designation.
  
When congress reauthorized the Individuals 
with disabilities education act (Idea) in 2004, 
the needs of twice-exceptional children were 
recognized for the first time (IDEA – Section 
614).
 
for access to the federal regulations visit the 
u.s. department of education website:  http://
idea.ed.gov/download/finalregulations.html

The State Role in Gifted Education
All students identified as gifted and talented 
in the state of Idaho have the right to 
an appropriate education that provides 
educational interventions which sustain 
challenge and ensure continued growth within 
the public school system:

“each public school district is responsible for 
and shall provide for the special instructional 
needs of gifted/talented children enrolled 
therein. public school districts in the state shall 
provide instruction and training for children 
between the ages of five (5) years and eighteen 
(18) years who are gifted/talented as defined 
in this chapter and by the state Board of 
education. the state Board of education shall, 
through its department of education, determine 
eligibility criteria and assist school districts 
in developing a variety of flexible approaches 
for instruction and training that may include 
administrative accommodations, curriculum 
modifications and special programs” (Idaho 
code 33-2003).
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“Gifted and talented children” [sic] are 
defined as those students who are identified 
as possessing demonstrated or potential 
abilities that give evidence of high-performing 
capabilities in intellectual, creative, specific 
academic or leadership areas, or ability in 
the performing or visual arts and who require 
services or activities not ordinarily provided 
by the school in order to fully develop such 
capabilities (Idaho code 33-2001). 

Excerpt taken from http://www.sde.idaho.gov 
 
The State Role in Special Education
IDEA 2004 (IEP)

the Idaho special education manual is the 
policy that districts implement for compliance 
with Idea 2004.  Included are:

•  the eligibility criteria for each disability 
category 

• the explanation of adverse affect 

•  the explanation of the need for specially 
designed instruction.  

for access to the Idaho special education 
manual visit the following website: http://www.
sde.state.id.us/SpecialEducation/manual.asp 

The State Role in Americans with 
Disabilities/Vocational Rehabilitation Act 
(Section 504) 

the Idaho special education manual 
includes information on section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973.

http://www.sde.idaho.gov/SpecialEducation/
docs/Manual/Manual Appendices/Chapter1.pdf

for questions parents can ask of administrators 
see Appendix VI.

students who have a mental health 
diagnosis may be eligible for either an 
Iep or a 504 plan depending on the 
nature of their learning challenge.
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IEPs and 504 Plans

reprinted with permission from Parenting Your Twice-Exceptional Child (2007, 2009), Spotlight on 
2e series, Glen ellyn media

many parents and educators are unclear on the distinctions between a section 504 plan and an 
Iep.  the chart that follows may help to clarify some of the confusion by comparing the plans in a 
number of areas.

Figure 1.4
Section 504 IDEA

Description A civil rights law that:

•  prohibits discrimination against children 
with disabilities in programs that receive 
federal funds.

•  requires school districts to make 
accommodations for, or provide services 
to, students with physical or mental 
impairment under certain circumstances.  
services may be provided under special or 
regular education.

An education and funding law which 
mandates that:

•  eligible students receive access to special 
education and/or related services.

•  the services are designed to meet a child’s 
unique educational needs.

Main Focus •  equity between students with and without 
disabilities.

•   meeting the unique educational needs of 
an individual student with a disability.

Purpose •  To “level the playing field” by eliminating 
barriers that exclude individuals with 
disabilities.

•  to provide a fape (free and appropriate 
public education) – one that is comparable 
to the education provided to students who 
are not disabled.

•  to make available to students with 
disabilities services and protections that 
may not be available to those without 
disabilities.

•  to provide a fape – one that addresses 
the unique educational needs of an eligible 
student.

Eligibility 
Requirements

•  are much broader than under Idea (all Idea 
students are covered by section 504).

•  apply to all individuals regardless of age.
•  consist of a physical or mental impairment 

that “substantially limits” one or more 
“major life activities.” (Learning qualifies as 
a major life activity under this law).

•  are more restrictive than under section 504 
(not all section 504 students are protected 
under Idea).

•  apply to individuals from birth through 21.
•  Consist of: a disability that fits one of 

13 established categories and that 
has an adverse effect on the student’s 
“educational performance”.

What the Student 
Receives

•  a 504 plan, a written plan which documents 
the student’s disability and describes the 
accommodations and/or services that will 
be implemented (no provisions are made 
for periodic reviews of the plan).

•  accommodations and/or services provided 
in the least restrictive environment, usually 
in regular education classes.

•  In some cases, special education (specially 
designed instruction).

•  an Iep (Individualized education plan), 
a written plan which must be reviewed 
at least annually and which documents 
the student’s disability along with the 
educational program designed to meet his/
her unique needs; included in annual goals.

•  services provided in regular education 
classes, in special education classes, or in 
a combination of the two.
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Section 504 IDEA

Procedures And 
Safe-Guards

•  Fewer requirements for parental notification 
and consent than with Idea.

•  parental right to request mediation or a due 
process hearing if disagreement arises be-
tween parent and school over identification, 
evaluation, or placement of the student.

•  Written parental consent needed for child’s 
initial evaluation and placement.

•  parent’s right to request mediation or a due 
process hearing if disagreement arises be-
tween parent and school over identification, 
evaluation, or placement of the student.

Other Differences •  Offers a less specifically defined approach 
to meeting a student’s needs.

•  often preferred by schools because it offers 
more flexibility and requires fewer adminis-
trative procedures.

•  does not include funding for services 
provided.

•  Offers a well-defined approach to meeting a 
student’s needs with delineated procedures 
and timeframes.

•  often preferred by parents because it offers 
a wider range of options.

•  requires more from a school than section 
504, but includes additional funding.

this table is based on information from the following sources:

•  “adhd: special education,” mary fowler:  www.familyeducation.com/article/0,1120,23-288,00.
html

•  “comparison of Idea and section 504 plan,” the add clinic: www.the-add-clinic.com/addinfo.
htm#14

•  “federal Laws pertaining to adhd diagnosed children,” frontline:  www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/
frontline/shows/medicating/schools/feds.html

•  “frequently asked Questions,” national resource center on adhd:  www.help4adhd.org/faqs.
cfm

•  “Legal rights for adhd teens,”  the add clinic:  www.the-add-clinic.com/addinfo.htm#14

•  “section 504 and Idea: Basic similarities and differences,” s. James rosenfeld, esq.:  www.
Idonline.org/ID_indepth/legal_legislative/edlaw504.html
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part 2: educatIonaL settInG
(also refer to appendix V --  schools & parents:   

the need for collaboration concerning twice-exceptional students)

response-to-Intervention model
response-to-Intervention (rtI) is a framework 
for continuous improvement that incorporates 
the provision of standard-based instruction 
and research-based systematic interventions 
matched to student needs, academic, social-
emotional, and behavioral; and using learning 
rate over time and level of performance, to 
make important educational decisions. from 
the student struggling to meet minimum 
standards to the gifted student struggling 

to meet potential, utilizing collaboration of 
students, teachers, parents, and community 
insures the success of every student.

Essential Components In The Idaho RTI 
Framework :
the Idaho state department of education 
has identified 5 areas that have components 
essential to rtI implementation.  these 
areas are: 1) Leadership, 2) curriculum and 
Instruction, 3) decision-making teams and 

Introduction
twice-exceptional students spend a majority of their time in the classroom.  While parents play 
an important role, the responsibility to remediate challenges and develop gifts and talents falls 
mainly on the student’s educational setting.  Information in this section is intended to aid the 
school community in developing the full potential of these unique students.

professional development (of teachers) is essential—and the great thing about this is—when 
you train teachers to work with gifted children, they’re better prepared to work with all 
students.

  — Eugene White, Past President, American Association of  
School Administrators

A Word About Accommodations
There is sometimes a misunderstanding about accommodations. Accommodations are viewed 
by some as “tilting the playing field” or giving “special advantages” to children who have learning 
challenges. Education is neither a game nor a competition. It is the process of helping each 
child learn and achieve as well as she possibly can. People who are worried about giving special 
learning advantages to children need to rethink their whole perspective. We should be trying to 
provide as many learning advantages as we can to all children. This does not mean relieving any 
child of the responsibility of making the kind of diligent effort that is needed to learn, but it does 
mean lessening the burden imposed by learning challenges that make certain kinds of work 
essentially impossible and channeling a child’s energy into more beneficial forms of work.
Accommodations should not be thought of as ways of getting a child out of work, but as ways of 
getting a child into work that are best suited to promoting her education. (excerpted from The 
Mislabled Child, fernette eide, md and Brock eide, md, ma, hyperion, 2006.  this article was 
originally published in the online magazine In Perspective by project adLIt-advancing adolescent 
Literacy Instruction together (www.ohiorc.org/adlit).  © 2009 by The Ohio Resource Center.  All 
rights reserved.
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processes 4) assessment 5) parent and 
community engagement.  the components of 
rtI are more fully discussed in the Idaho rtI 
Guidance document; connecting the pieces: 
Guidance for Idaho schools and districts. 

Critical to the fidelity of an RTI implementation 
is instructional leadership at the district and 
building levels.  RTI presents a significant 
opportunity for the entire educational system 
to understand and support student learning 
through research based programs, instruction, 
assessments and professional development 
to maximize the potential in these areas. time 
for data dialogues, action plan collaboration, 
continued staff development, and decision-
making team meetings is critical.  one 
critical task for leadership is the allocation 
of resources which is driven by student 
achievement data.  Redefining roles, schedules 
and structures is not always comfortable for 
staff so the culture of the district must be 
defined and reflect values and beliefs that 
support these changes. 

the instructional model used in the response 
to Intervention framework is the three-tier 
model.  With application to the core areas of 
instruction as well as behavior, the 3 tier model 
supports increasing intensity of instruction 
based on student need.  the parameters 
of each level need to be clearly defined 
throughout the district with some commonality 
between schools and any differences based on 
population and needs.  

3 Tier Model of Instruction   
this model builds a strong instructional base 
to meet the needs of all students.  It is a 
model intended to address academic needs 
in core subject areas by intervening early to 
provide students who are struggling with the 
support they need to reach their potential.  for 
the student who is at or above grade level, 
increased opportunities for analysis and 
synthesis, and differentiation of instruction 
based on the potential of the student are 
required. maintaining achievement levels and 
plans for advancing students are part of the rtI 
team plan, as are bringing struggling students 
to benchmark.

Academic and Social Behavior:  Just as 
we have core curriculum in place that meets 
the needs of most students, schools will 
have a general plan or program in place with 
a defined set of  social expectations and 
behavioral guidelines, i.e. the “school rules.”  
Students who are identified as at risk using 
screening mechanisms are given additional 
supports and may participate in additional 
activities that teach and monitor behavioral 
expectations with greater intensity.  Looking at 
the number of office referrals, attendance and 
specific incidents that are outside the realm 
of being handled by the teacher are taken into 
consideration. again, the school should have 
clear descriptors of what constitutes prevention 
and Intervention for these students requiring 
more support.  creating a screening measure 
for social / behavior that would indicate risk 
factors, is essential.  the components in school 
Wide positive Behavior support are discussed 

The 3 Tier Model applies to academic and behavior skills

a few students will need the most intensity to make adequate academic progress. 

some students will need more intense instruction in addition to the 
general curriculum.

The majority of students should respond to and benefit from the 
core curriculum, which correlates with Idaho curriculum standards. 
Prevention activities are incorporated for those identified as ‘at-risk.’

5%
15%
80%
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more fully in section IV of the Idaho rtI 
Guidance document. 

Building level teams and processes 
Each school must have a well defined process 
in place that allows for continual examination 
of student data, planning and structuring of 
interventions, insuring fidelity to research 
based core and supplementary curriculum and 
instruction, and the use of data-based rules 
for delivering increased intensity of instruction. 
collaboration on unique needs of students who 
present complex learning issues is at the heart 
of this process.  

Written plans describing the functions of 
various district and building teams and the 
roles of the suggested membership in those 
teams is critical.  In addition, documentation 
of team meetings, strategies used with small 
groups and individual student plans, student 
medical/developmental histories, parent and 
student interviews are examples of compiled 
documentation that needs to be well organized 
and accessible for these collaboration teams. 
Written intervention plans should include:
•  A description of the specific intervention 

used, including the scientific, research based 
materials and instructional practices. 

•  the duration of the intervention: number of 
weeks, minutes per day

•  the schedule and setting in which the 
intervention occurs

•  Who is responsible to deliver and monitor the 
delivery of the intervention

•  measurable outcomes which can be used 
to make data-based decisions about 
modifications that needed in the course of 
the intervention

•  the size of the group receiving the 
intervention

•  description of the skill measurement and 
recording techniques

•  the progress monitoring schedule and data 
review points

a student who is highly supported by a team 
of teachers collaborating routinely for his/
her learning success is far more likely to 
succeed.  Because of this proven fact, the 

area of collaboration and communication 
is a component essential to successful rtI 
implementation.  

Comprehensive Assessment Plan
the district comprehensive assessment plan 
describes how different measures will be 
used to collect data that is integral to the 
decision making process.  While individual 
student data is often the focus, it is important 
to draw conclusions and make connections 
about what this data reveals about the 
systems in place district wide.  data tells us 
how students are responding to decisions 
we have made about curriculum, instruction, 
grouping, staff development needs, and more.  
formative assessments such as screening 
and progress monitoring tools are highly 
sensitive to change and can tell us if students 
are responding to core curriculum and more 
intense interventions.  ongoing monitoring of 
at risk students’ progress is a key component 
in a response to intervention model. outcome 
assessment data, such as that generated 
from our Isat (Idaho student achievement 
test) is a general overview of a yearly picture 
of performance.  more detailed information 
and data is needed for decisions regarding 
programming. 

A Word about Parent and Community 
Engagement 
effective educational partnership including 
parents, families, students, and community 
members are necessary to increase success of 
students and schools. true collaboration must 
include parents and families in the educational 
experience. parents have critical information 
and expertise with regard to their children. 
parent involvement in a tiered service delivery 
model, or rtI process is characterized by 
meaningful two-way communication. schools 
must give parents information and empower 
parents, and families as equal partners in 
support of their children’s learning. at tier 
I, parent involvement in school decision 
making leads to an improved positive school 
climate. at the targeted (tier II) and intensive 
(tier III) levels, their expertise regarding the 
individual student is vital. members of the 
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student’s family may provide information about 
the student and strategies that will lead to 
improved student outcomes. schools need to 
recognize that cultural understanding requires 
more than just awareness. understanding 
and respect for cultural differences is vital 
when attempting to engage families and foster 
community support.

parent involvement in any process affecting 
student performance is not only best practice, 
but also a requirement under the no child 
Left Behind and Idea 2004. parent-teacher 
conferences provide educators an opportunity 
to further explain rtI components, goals and 
individual student progress monitoring results. 

Parents must be notified of student progress 
within the rtI system on a regular basis. 
the written information should explain how 
the system is different from a traditional 
education system and about the vital and 
collaborative role that parents play within a 
rtI system. When a student fails to respond 
to interventions and the team decision is 
made for referral to consider special education 
eligibility, written consent must be obtained in 
accordance with special education procedures. 
the more parents are actively involved at 
all tiers, the greater opportunity for student 
success. 

Learning Disabilities and Processing 
Disorders
Learning disabilities are specific neurological 
disorders that affect the brain’s ability to 
take in, store, process or communicate 
information. Learning disabilities are not the 
same as mental retardation, autism, deafness, 
blindness, behavioral disorders or laziness.  
Learning disabilities are not the result of 
economic disadvantage, environmental factors 
or cultural differences. people who have 
learning disabilities have normal, and often 
even above normal intelligence.  they generally 
show a pattern of strengths and weaknesses.

If complex cognitive functions are not 
working correctly, many areas of learning and 
functioning are disrupted. the relevance of 

determining why a student is having difficulty 
is important so that proper accommodations 
and modifications can be made, and alternate 
presentations of instruction can be used. 

We all learn about our world through our 
senses of sight, sound, touch, smell, and taste.  
using the information that we take in through 
our senses relies on properly functioning 
areas of the brain, which then interpret the 
information and make sense of it by connecting 
it to existing knowledge.  the information needs 
to be processed, stored, and often responded 
to by some type of output, such as writing, 
language, or action.
  
an information processing disorder is a 
deficiency in a person’s ability to effectively 
use the information the senses have gathered. 
It is not the result of hearing loss, impaired 
vision, an attention deficit disorder or any kind 
of intellectual or cognitive deficit. There are 
many types of information processing, and 
some overlap, however two important and 
critical areas are visual processing and auditory 
processing.  disorders in one or several of 
these areas of processing can affect academic 
success.
 
though information processing disorders 
are often not named as specific types of 
learning disabilities, they are seen in many 
individuals with learning disabilities and can 
often help explain why a person is having 
trouble with learning and performance. the 
inability to process information efficiently can 
lead to frustration, low self-esteem and social 
withdrawal, especially when speech/language 
impairments also exist.

teachers should learn to recognize what these 
processing problems look like in the classroom.  
While it would be acceptable to continue to 
strengthen an affected area, it is important to 
present information through a channel that is 
not a deficit area.
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Visual Processing
    Visual discrimination
    Visual sequencing
    Visual memory
    Visual motor processing
    Visual closure
    spatial relationships

Auditory Processing
    auditory discrimination
    auditory memory
    auditory sequencing

Types of Visual & Auditory Processing
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Processing Area Skill Possible Difficulties Observed

Visual discrimination using the sense of sight to notice 
and compare the features of 
different items to distinguish one 
item from another

seeing the difference between two similar 
letters, shapes or objects 

noticing the similarities and differences 
between certain colors, shapes and 
patterns

Visual figure Ground discrimination discriminating a shape or printed 
character from its background

Finding a specific bit of information on a 
printed page full of words and numbers. 
seeing an image within a competing 
background

Visual sequencing the ability to see and distinguish 
the order of symbols, words or 
images

using a separate answer sheet

staying in the right place while reading 
a paragraph. example: skipping lines, 
reading the same line over and over

reversing or misreading letters, numbers 
and words

understanding math equations.

Visual motor processing using feedback from the eyes to 
coordinate the movement of other 
parts of the body

Writing within lines or margins of a piece 
of paper

copying from a board or book. moving 
around without bumping into things

participating in sports that require well-
timed and precise movements in space

Visual memory there are two kinds of visual 
memory:

Long-term visual memory is the 
ability to recall something seen 
some time ago.

short-term visual memory is the 
ability to remember something seen 
very recently.

remembering the spelling of familiar words 
with irregular spelling

reading comprehension

using a calculator or keyboard with speed 
and accuracy

remembering phone numbers

Visual closure the ability to know what an object is 
when only parts of it are visible.

recognizing a picture of a familiar object 
from a partial image. example: a truck 
without its wheels. Identifying a word with a 
letter missing

recognizing a face when one feature (such 
as the nose) is missing

spatial relationships the ability to understand how 
objects are positioned in space in 
relation to oneself. this involves the 
understanding of distance (near or 
far), as well as the relationship of 
objects and characters described 
on paper or in a spoken narrative.

Getting from one place to another

spacing letters and words on paper 

Judging time

reading maps 

auditory discrimination the ability to notice, compare 
and distinguish the distinct and 
separate sounds in words. this skill 
is vital for reading.

Learning to read

distinguishing difference between similar 
sounds. example: seventy and seventeen

understanding spoken language, following 
directions and remembering details

seems to hear but not listen

Figure 2.1 
Recognizing Processing Problems in the Classroom
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Processing Area Skill Possible Difficulties Observed

auditory figure-Ground the ability to pick out important 
sounds from a noisy background

distinguishing meaningful sounds from 
background noise

staying focused on auditory information 
being given

example: following verbal directions

auditory memory there are two kinds of auditory 
memory:

Long-term auditory memory is the 
ability to remember something 
heard some time ago.

short-term auditory memory is the 
ability to recall something heard 
very recently. 

remembering people’s names

memorizing telephone numbers. following 
multi-step directions. recalling stories or 
songs 

auditory sequencing the ability to understand and recall 
the order of words

confusing multi-digit numbers, such as 74 
and 47

confusing lists and other types of 
sequences

remembering the correct order of a series 
of instructions 

for information about types of helpful 
strategies for different areas of processing, 
please refer to the national center for 
Learning disabilities (www.ld.org).  When a 
learning disability affects the area of language 
processing, the term dyslexia is used, and 
reading is one of the critical areas affected. 
Difficulties may also be seen in writing, spelling 
and speaking.  

Dyslexia is a language-based learning 
disability that hinders the development of 
reading and written language skills. children 
and adults with dyslexia can be highly 
intelligent, however they have an information 
processing disorder that causes the brain to 
record and interpret information differently. 
It is important to identify dyslexia as early 
as possible and develop strategies and 
interventions to help a child succeed, since so 
much of what happens in school is based on 
reading and writing, and dyslexia is prevalent at 
all ages.

Dyscalculia is the term used to describe 
learning disabilities in the area of math, 
counting and computation skills, memory of 
facts and understanding arithmetic concepts 
can be greatly affected. there is no single form 
of math disability, and difficulties vary from 
person to person and affect people differently 
in school and throughout life. 

Dysgraphia is a term used to describe 
learning disabilities that can affect spelling, 
putting thoughts into written language, or motor 
aspects of writing,  

Dyspraxia is a term that refers to a specific 
disorder in the area of motor skill development. 
the effects of dyspraxia may change as a 
person goes through life. 

(Adapted with permission from the National Center for 
Learning Disabilities, Inc. 1999-2009)
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accommodations and Instructional strategies 
(adapted from Colorado Introductory Resource Book reprinted with  
permission from the colorado department of education)

cognitive processing/General Intellectual ability
Strength/Interest-Based Strategies
•  provide fast-pace instruction and provisions for progress through curricula at the student’s 

personal learning rate.
• place emphasis on higher level abstract thinking and problem solving.
• utilize pre-testing to identify what students know and eliminate unnecessary drill.
•  use instructional planning that anticipates diverse learning needs and characteristics of 

individual students.
•  use inter-disciplinary instruction and application of learning content to aid students in making 

connections.
• place emphasis on student’s interests, learning styles, and strengths.
• provide opportunities for independent and small group projects and investigations.
• create a conceptual framework or overview of new material for conceptual/holistic processing.
• utilize concept-based thematic instruction.
Accommodations to Access Learning
• provide class notes and step-by-step homework instructions.
• Extend time for students with slow processing and fluency issues time to think deeply.
• allow audio/video taped, verbal, or display responses instead of written response.
• use technology to increase productivity.
• provide sound blocking headphones and preferential seating away from distracting noises.
• chunk new learning into manageable subtasks.
• use audio system for a student with auditory processing or hearing problems.
•  create kinesthetic response and visual graphs/charts to support learning and demonstrate 

relationships.
• Incorporate organizational activities into classroom activities.
• make sure students understand the homework by having them retell what they are to do.
•  team disorganized student with a well-organized student for collaborative project, making 

sure each student can contribute from a strength area.
• provide comfortable furniture, exercise ball, lap weight.
• develop teacher/student predetermined subtle signals to indicate needs.
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Explicit Instructional Strategies: Compensatory Strategies
• Teach students to create flow charts, graphic organizers, and cognitive webs.
• train students how to identify important facts or concepts and to create outlines or webs.
• use self-talk to accompany visual input.
• coach students in the use of mnemonics to enhance memory.
• teach meta-cognitive/mental scripts that emphasize self-regulation.
• demonstrate and teach task-analysis and prioritization strategies.
•  teach strategies to maintain attention, like sitting up straight and leaning upper body toward 

speaker.
• highlight and color-code to organize and prioritize new information.
•  provide instruction in self-directed learning skills with emphasis on study skills, time 

management skills, organizational skills etc.
Explicit Instructional Strategies: Intervention/Remediation
• coach students in setting realistic long-term and short-term goals.
• teach students to chunk or break down project into steps and talk through steps.
• Instruct in systematic multi-sensory approaches.
• teach students how to rephrase key ideas and link to key words.
• teach strategies to group and categorize information.
• provide direct instruction in organization, time management, and study skills.
• provide explicit instruction in phonological awareness, phonics, and decoding.
• teach verbal mnemonics and rhyming to increase automaticity.
•  use games to encourage fact memorization and continued practice using dice rolls, spinners, 

and game cards.
• provide explicit instruction in social skills.

creativity
Strength/Interest-Based Strategies
•  provide opportunities for “real world” investigations and experiences (in-depth study of real 

problems, career exploration, etc.)
•  Encourage fluency, flexibility, originality, and elaboration through open-ended classroom 

activities and products.
• provide opportunities for creative problem solving and divergent thinking techniques.
•  utilize biographies of creative/talented individuals to promote success and to provide 

awareness of characteristics.
•  provide opportunities for students to connect prior knowledge to new learning experiences 

and to establish relationships across disciplines.
• utilize think, pair, share strategies.
• Integrate creative thinking skills and problem-solving strategies with core learning content.
• emphasize mastery of concepts and minimize home practice.
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Accommodations to Access Learning
• provide creative choices when students process information or develop products.
• provide opportunities for creative and critical thinking.
• Assess specific content in spelling, writing skills separate from other content.
• allow multiple ways for students to demonstrate knowledge.
•  provide a stimulating educational environment where there are opportunities for critical and 

creative thinking and problem solving.
• emphasize time management in the classroom and give notice for deadlines, tests, etc.
• allow time at the end of the day for students to get organized before they leave school.
• encourage students to learn compensation strategies to bypass their disabilities.
• celebrate effort, completion of homework, and attainment of goals.
Explicit Instructional Strategies: Compensatory Strategies
•  Instruct students in the multi-steps of creative problem solving to identify problem, explore 

data, generate ideas, develop solutions, build acceptance, and implement plan.
•  coach students in scamper technique to substitute, combine, adapt, modify, put to other 

use, eliminate, and rearrange.
•  teach technique of brainstorming so students can generate numerous and innovative ideas or 

alternatives in a safe environment where judgment is withheld.
•  Coach students in generating ideas or alternatives with fluency, flexibility, originality, and 

elaboration.
•  encourage students to start a homework session by planning what will be accomplished 

during the session.
•  ask students to jot down how long they think an assignment will take and ask them to record 

how long it actually took.
Explicit Instructional Strategies: Intervention/Remediation
• teach idea-generation and brainstorming.
• Instruct students in paraphrasing.
•  coach students in how to break down and chunk projects into multiple steps with realistic 

short-term goals.
• promote success as the ability to achieve realistic short-term goals.
• provide opportunities for students to explore career and college opportunities.
• teach students how to solve problems using creative problem-solving steps.
•  encourage students to talk through the steps they will use when completing assignments and 

projects.
•  help them break down tasks into manageable segments and use a calendar to plan steps 

needed to complete project.
• Provide specific instruction on organization.
• teach students how to study, prepare for tests, and organize reports and projects.
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Interpersonal/Leadership
Strength/Interest-Based Strategies
• provide opportunities in the classroom for students to develop their leadership skills.
• encourage a social climate within the classroom that fosters acceptance and
   appreciation for the strengths of all students.
• read, analyze, and discuss biographies of famous leaders.
•  ask students to develop a list of qualities of a leader of their choice and then have students 

compare or contrast their own qualities with those of the leader.
•  provide learning opportunities for students to work cooperatively with peers of like ability and 

interests.
•  use hypothetical situations, bibliotherapy, and moral dilemmas to foster an accepting 

environment for all students.
• search for strengths of students and build on those strengths.
Accommodations to Access Learning
•  constantly search for opportunities to promote and encourage appropriate social interactions 

for socially challenged students.
•  provide preferential grouping or pre-select teams of students — don’t permit students to 

choose and reject others.
• set clear expectations for behaviors.
• do not tolerate intolerance.
• provide preferential seating.
• encourage students to develop interpersonal and leadership skills.
• clearly state and consistently implement expectations and consequences.
• develop behavior plans to address problem situations.
• avoid power struggles.  pick your battles and maintain a calm, neutral response.
• communicate with peers or experts online.
Explicit Instructional Strategies: Compensatory Strategies
• teach skills needed to participate successfully in group work.
•  provide groups with checklists of social skills needed for group work and have students 

evaluate their group process.
• teach empathy.
• provide positive reinforcement when students use the skills they were taught.
• teach leadership skills and provide in-school leadership opportunities.
• encourage and teach students how to become self-advocates.
• help students learn to value diversity.
• provide opportunities for structured group work.
• develop high-level effective communication, collaboration, and self-advocacy skills.
• support a positive environment where students respect and complement others.
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Explicit Instructional Strategies: Intervention/Remediation
• provide friendship groups where students can learn and practice interpersonal skills.
• assist students in learning social skills and appropriate interactions.
•  provide opportunities for students to practice self-advocacy and have students role play to 

develop advocacy skills.
• teach students how to develop and maintain friendships.
• help students learn how to resolve issues that occur as friendships grow.
• encourage the development of effective skills to interact with peers.
• provide support services for students with trained counselors or social workers.
• teach students to work as part of a team.
• Teach skills for resolving conflicts.
• coach students in understanding body language and reading social cues.

Intrapersonal and social/emotional
Strength/Interest-Based Strategies
• provide a nurturing environment that values and respects individual differences.
•  Include activities which will help the student explore his/her attitudes, opinions, and self-

awareness.
•  teach knowledge of self including learning abilities, learning styles, interests, nature of 

giftedness, etc.
• help students view mistakes as a valued part of the learning process.
•  seek opportunities to compliment students on effort rather than ability and encourage rather 

than compliment.
• encourage students to equate effort with success.
•  provide students with frequent opportunities to work cooperatively in appropriately designed 

groups.
• teach awareness and expression of different feelings, i.e. creative products, “I” statements.
• teach meta-cognition and sensitivity to others.
• provide access to scholars, expert practitioners, and gifted role models.
• teach relaxation techniques.
Accommodations to Access Learning
• allow breaks for physical activity to reduce mental fatigue.
• maximize success and minimize failures.
•  Offer counseling and guidance strategies specifically designed around the unique affective 

needs of Gt students (feelings of being different, effects of uneven development, motivation, 
coping with learning barriers).

•  provide career exploration and career counseling programs including future education 
planning, counseling, and guidance.

•  focus attention on the development of strengths, interests, and intellectual capabilities rather 
than disabilities.

•  encourage the development of strength areas by allowing time and resources to explore 
interests.

• ask students to become resident experts for the class in their areas of strength or interest.
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Explicit Instructional Strategies: Compensatory Strategies
• teach students to use self-talk/meta-cognitive cues to accompany processing.
• help students understand that mistakes are a part of the learning process.
• Work with students to develop a grading rubric before a project begins.
• teach students how to evaluate their own work.
• encourage students to set realistic goals and to evaluate their progress.
• help students learn to set realistic goals and develop a plan to achieve those goals.
•  Teach knowledge and skills necessary to manage potential difficulties in learning such as 

perfectionism, risk-taking, stress, heightened sensitivities, pressure to perform, and high 
expectations of self and others.

• help students deal with fear of failure, fear of success, procrastination, and paralyzing anxiety.
Explicit Instructional Strategies: Intervention/Remediation
• provide support services with a counselor, school psychologist, or social worker.
• teach mental scripts that emphasize self-regulation.
• teach strategies to manage anger.
• promote and teach positive coping strategies.
• Work at building resiliency.
•  help them to use positive self-talk about studying and to develop positive self-monitoring 

strategies.
• teach how to identify and manage feelings.
• develop personal behavior management skills.
• teach the student to label, control, and express his/her emotions appropriately.
•  assist students in developing positive coping strategies such as seeking support, positive 

reappraisal, and accepting responsibility.

physical/psychomotor/athletics
Strength/Interest-Based Strategies
• teach physical relaxation techniques.
• encourage students to move purposefully while they learn to encourage retention and transfer.
• teach students a variety of strategies to meet their sensory needs without distracting others.
• allow students to stand and move while they do their work.
•  pre-test and compact the curriculum when students have mastered concepts to eliminate 

unnecessary drill and practice.
•  provide hands-on experiential learning opportunities so students can enhance learning by 

making mind/body connections.
•  Use “most difficult first” strategy (see Differentiated Curriculum) and pre-testing to allow 

students to demonstrate mastery of concepts and eliminate unnecessary drills.
•  Provide a great deal of structure and consistency in daily schedule with clearly defined rules 

and consequences.
•  Incorporate high-interest topics or activities to enhance the likelihood students will initiate and 

sustain work on assignments.
• create opportunities for students to build a model or a 3d display.
•  encourage students to pursue writing in their area of interest and share with appropriate 

audiences.
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Accommodations to Access Learning
•  provide opportunities for movement with a purpose such as sharpening a pencil or running an 

errand.
•  allow breaks for physical activity to relieve mental stress and move knowledge into long-term 

memory.
• allow use of manipulatives (silly putty, balls, clay, etc.) to help sustain attention.
• eliminate excessive copying from the board or book to paper.
• provide preferential seating away from distractions.
• provide adaptive physical education.
• provide clear, concise directions, expectations.
• Grade papers for ideas, not handwriting.
•  provide grading rubric and/or show an example of what is expected by demonstrating 

movement.
• record homework on voicemail or web site so student can access assignments from home.
• Give positive feedback and re-direction when attention wanders.
•  Build lots of movement into learning tasks for those students who learn better when they are 

moving.
• Allow students to stand at their desk, sit, or lie on the floor while they do their ‘seat’ work.
Explicit Instructional Strategies: Compensatory Strategies
• classroom teacher collaborates with special educators.
• teach keyboarding skills.
• teach students how to create and give a multimedia presentation.
• use audio tape instead of handwriting notes.
• Learn to use oral input software.
• teach strategies for dealing with change.
•  Introduce creative handwriting activities where the student can have fun while practicing 

correct letter formation.
• practicing correct letter formation.
• Break down writing into smaller tasks whenever possible.
• teach visual approach to spelling.
• Brainstorm ideas prior to writing.
• alert students when important information is being shared.
• provide clear, concise directions, expectations, and rules that are limited in number.
Accommodations to Access Learning
•  encourage students to think about training to study and do school work the same way they 

train for a sport.
• Provide instruction in proper sequencing of handwriting specific letters.
•  provide practice to improve visual motor control with activities where students coordinate what 

they do with what they use (i.e. use of easels, chalkboards, playing jacks, pick up sticks, etc.)
• teach students to create a “to do List” and prioritize homework.
• teach reading and writing strategies like outlining, mapping, and editing.
•  teach students self-management skills like strategies for staying on task, skills for thinking 

and waiting before acting, and skills for sustaining attention.
• provide practice tracing shapes and letters, especially similar letters such as l, j, t, etc.
• teach keyboarding and word processing.
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Specific Academics
Strength/Interest-Based Strategies
•  Use flexible, non-permanent instructional grouping practices designed to facilitate 

accelerated/advanced academic learning (cluster groups, cross-age groups, interest groups, 
etc.)

•  provide content learning that requires gifted and talented students to be engaged in higher-
level thinking, abstract thinking, and problem-solving.

• use challenging reading program/materials (Jr. Great Books or William & Mary Curriculum).
•  provide high-level materials, activity and product options that include analytical and critical 

thinking skills.
•  accelerate vocabulary development through a variety of strategies and materials (Latin stems, 

analogies).
•  encourage participation in creative writing opportunities, debate, or advanced literacy 

activities.
•  pretest in math to identify material already mastered and replace with enriched and 

accelerated material.
•  use high-level problem solving approaches that emphasize open-ended problems with 

multiple solutions or multiple paths to solutions.
Accommodations to Access Learning
• provide books on tape for students who struggle with readings and high-level discussions.
• use advanced organizers or provide outlines.
• utilize computer spell check, thesaurus, grammar checker, and calculator.
• display fact charts or have fact charts available for student use.
• reduce number of problems required or increase amount of time for assignment.
• provide adequate space for students to work out solutions.
• cut the worksheet in half or in fourths, and require the completion of one section at a time.
• use matrix paper as a physical guide to keep the numbers aligned.
• provide copies of notes and overheads.
• shorten directions and make them clear and concise.
• encourage neatness rather than penalize for sloppiness.
• clearly segment instruction and plan 20-minute instructional segments.
Explicit Instructional Strategies: Compensatory Strategies
• teach Inspiration software to aid students in organizing information, writing, and projects.
• Instruct students in how to break new learning into manageable subtasks.
• teach students how to keep an idea journal.
• Instruct students in the use of highlighters to note key information.
• highlight the mathematical sign for operation to be performed.
• use manipulatives and arrays to help students understand mathematical processes.
• provide instruction for a wide range of technology and software to increase productivity.
• estimate amount of time an activity will take and determine how long it actually took.
• provide training in the use of visual tracking aids.
• teach research strategies and skills essential for in-depth study and advanced learning.
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Explicit Instructional Strategies: Intervention/Remediation
• use systematic multi-sensory approaches to teach decoding/encoding.
•  provide instruction in organization/strategies for written language, computation, problem 

solving.
• Utilize choral reading to increase fluency.
• teach typing and word processing.
• Use activities to increase rate and fluency (flash cards, computer games, etc.)
• teach students to prioritize homework.
• Encourage three-finger tracking.
•  provide direct instruction in comprehension strategies, connecting, inferencing, predicting, 

etc.
• Teach and model webbing, storyboarding, flow charting and mind mapping.
• teach students to use checklists, keep logs, or mark their progress on a chart.

Visual, spatial, and performing arts
Strength/Interest-Based Strategies
•  provide exposure and access to advanced ideas, research, and works of eminent producers in 

many fields.
• embed multiple intelligence strength areas into instruction.
• create story boards.
• Learn and use visual-spatial strategies in the content areas.
• use visual-spatial activities/products to improve performance in weaker academic area(s).
• help students transfer abstract thinking into a variety of forms of expression.
• use graphic organizers to help students organize and process information in content areas.
•  offer choice in student assignments and assessments so students can use their strengths to 

demonstrate their knowledge.
Accommodations to Access Learning
•  offer options for acquiring information and communicating what is learned using multiple 

intelligences and learning styles.
• provide connections to real world and build on students’ intrinsic motivation.
• allow students to vary assignments.
• provide adaptive physical education.
•  allow students to vary assignments and use alternative ways to demonstrate knowledge, such 

as oral presentation, tape-recorded or video response, create a poster or book jacket, etc.
• accept oral responses in lieu of written.
• match teaching style to students’ learning styles.
•  provide opportunities for students to demonstrate achievement and excellence through 

competitions, exhibitions, performances, presentations, etc.
• Provide environmental modifications to allow for movement, flexibility of workspace, etc.
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Explicit Instructional Strategies: Compensatory Strategies
• use musical chants, raps, rhymes, melody, and rhythm to help students learn.
• teach students to use visual imagery.
• create visual graphs/charts to support new learning and demonstrate interrelationships.
• teach grouping and categorizing strategies.
• Teach and model creating flow charts, graphic organizers, and cognitive webs.
• Anticipate/predict when and where difficulties may occur.
• draw the solution to a problem to capitalize on visual strengths.
•  make everything as visual as possible. use graphic organizers, charts, graphs, timelines, 

maps, pictures, or videos.
• teach problem-solving strategies.
•  encourage struggling readers to listen to books on tape while following along in the text so 

they can participate in class discussion.
• teach visual approach to spelling.
Explicit Instructional Strategies: Intervention/Remediation
• provide direct instruction in use of Inspiration software
• teach how to use visual imagery.
•  Guide students through long-term projects designed to demonstrate good planning and time 

allocation.
• teach students to use nonverbal cues and environmental cues.
•  teach a variety of strategies to plan, organize, and manage daily routines and meet personal 

goals.
• teach self-monitoring strategies.
•  teach students to use meta-cognitive strategies to monitor their thinking in the learning 

process.
• Teach the meaning of prefixes, suffixes, and root words in order to teach new words.
• provide explicit instruction in phonological awareness, phonics, and decoding.
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differentiated curriculum

an Introduction to differentiated 
Instruction
The following was adapted from “Differentiation 
of Instruction in the Elementary Grades,” by Carol 
Ann Tomlinson, ERIC Digest, August 2000, EDO-
PS-00-7. Reprinted with permission from the May 
2009 issue of 2e: Twice-Exceptional Newsletter 
(www.2eNewsletter.com).

In most elementary classrooms, some students 
struggle with learning, others perform well 
beyond grade-level expectations, and the rest 
fit somewhere in between. Within each of 
these categories of students, individuals also 
learn in a variety of ways and have different 
interests. to meet the needs of a diverse 
student population, many teachers differentiate 
instruction. 

What Is Differentiated Instruction?
at its most basic, differentiation is responding 
to variance among learners in the classroom. 
Whenever a teacher reaches out to an 
individual or small group to vary his or 
her teaching in order to create the best 
learning experience possible, that teacher is 
differentiating instruction.

teachers can differentiate at least four 
classroom elements based on student 
readiness, interest, or learning profile. The 
following table describes these four elements 
and gives examples of how a teacher might 
differentiate content for students at the 
elementary level. (Tomlinson, 1995, 1999; 
Winebrenner, 1992, 1996)

Differentiation of Instruction is a 
teacher’s response to learner’s needs
Reprinted with permission from Carol Ann 
Tomlinson

differentiation of Instruction is a different 
way to think about the classroom and the 
students in the class. Benjamin (2003) refers 
to differentiated instruction as a broad term 
for a variety of classroom practices that allow 
for differences in students’ learning styles, 
interests, prior knowledge, socialization needs, 
and comfort zones.  Bender (2002) states, 
“the concept of differentiated instruction is 
based on the need for teachers to differentiate 
instruction to meet the needs of diverse 
learners in the general education class.” all 
students learn at different rates. 

•  Carol Ann Tomlinson (1995) states, “In a 
classroom with little or no differentiated 
instruction, only student similarities seem 
to take center stage. In a differentiated 
classroom, commonalities are acknowledged 
and built upon and student differences 
become important elements in teaching and 
learning as well.”

•  how then is it possible to reach the needs of 
all children while still focusing on standards 
and the state tests? actually, standards are 
made for differentiation. tomlinson (2008) 
states, “there is no contradiction between 
effective standards-based instruction 
and differentiation. differentiation simply 
suggests ways in which we can make 
sure that curriculum works best for varied 
learners. In other words, differentiation can 
show us how to teach the same standard to 
a range of learners by employing a variety of 
teaching and learning modes.”

carol ann tomlinson (2001) says, 
“differentiation is not the individualized 
instruction of the 1970’s. It is not chaotic. It is 
proactive. It provides multiple approaches to 
content, process, and product, in anticipation 
of and response to student differences in 
readiness, interest, and learning needs. It is 
student-centered. It is a blend of whole-class, 
group, and individual instruction.”
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classroom element description examples of differentiating content at the elementary Level

content What the student needs 
to learn or how the 
student will get access 
to the information

using reading materials at varying readability levels
• recording text materials
• using spelling or vocabulary lists at readiness levels of students
• presenting ideas through both auditory and visual means
• using reading buddies
•  meeting with small groups to re-teach an idea or skill for 

struggling learners, or to extend the thinking or skills of 
advanced learners

process activities in which the 
student engages in 
order to make sense of 
or master the content

using tiered activities through which all learners work with the 
same important understandings and skills, but proceed with 
different levels of support, challenge, or complexity
•  providing interest centers that encourage students to explore 

subsets of the class topic of particular interest to them
•  developing personal agendas (task lists written by the teacher 

that contain both in-common work for the whole class and work 
that addresses individual needs of learners) to be completed 
either during specified agenda time or as students complete 
other work early

•  offering manipulatives or other hands-on supports for students 
who need them

•  Varying the length of time a student may take to complete a task 
in order to provide additional support for a struggling learner or 
to encourage an advanced learner to pursue a topic in greater 
depth

products culminating projects 
that ask the student to 
rehearse, apply, and 
extend what he or she 
has learned in a unit

Giving students options of how to express required learning (e.g., 
create a puppet show, write a letter, or develop a mural with labels)
• using rubrics that match and extend students’ varied skill levels
•  allowing students to work alone or in small groups on their 

products
•  encouraging students to create their own product assignments 

as long as the assignments contain required elements

Learning environment the way the classroom
works and feels

making sure there are places in the room to work quietly 
and without distraction, as well as places that invite student 
collaboration
•  Providing materials that reflect a variety of cultures and home 

settings
•  setting out clear guidelines for independent work that matches 

individual needs
•  developing routines that allow students to get help when 

teachers are busy with other students and cannot help them 
immediately

•  helping students understand that some learners need to move 
around to learn, while others do better sitting quietly

What Makes Differentiation Successful?
there is no recipe for differentiation. rather, it 
is a way of thinking about teaching and learning 
that values the individual and can be translated 
into classroom practice in many ways. still, the 
following broad principles and characteristics 
are useful in establishing a defensible 
differentiated classroom:
•  assessment is ongoing and tightly linked 

to instruction. Whatever the teachers can 

glean about student readiness, interest, and 
learning helps the teachers plan next steps in 
instruction.

•  teachers work hard to ensure “respectful 
activities” for all students. each student’s 
work should be equally interesting, equally 
appealing, and equally focused on essential 
understandings and skills.

•  flexible grouping is a hallmark of the class. 
teachers plan extended periods of instruction 
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so that all students work with a variety of 
peers over a period of days. sometimes 
students work with like-readiness peers, 
sometimes with mixed-readiness groups, 
sometimes with students who have similar 
interests, and sometimes with students 
who have different interests. sometimes 
students work with peers who learn as they 
do, sometimes randomly, and often with 
the class as a whole. In addition, teachers 
sometimes assign students to work groups, 
and sometimes students will select their own 
work groups.
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Differentiated Curriculum Meets the Needs of Twice-Exceptional Learners

Curriculum 
Component Build on Strengths Adaptations for 2e Learner Needs

Content: What 
students should 
know, under-
stand, and be 
able to do as 
a result of the 
study. 

• focus on broad-based issues, themes, or problems.
•  Pretest to find out what a student knows and 

eliminate unnecessary drill and practice.
•  Student readiness, interest, and learning profile-

shape instruction.
•  Guide students in making interest-based learning 

choices.
•  explore the topic in greater depth; issues and 

problems should be complex and multi-faceted.
•  combine ideas or skills being taught with those 

previously learned.

•  Key concepts, ideas, and skills the 
teacher wants students to learn remain 
constant. the way students access 
this information is varied in response 
to student’s readiness, interest, and 
learning profile.

•  use multiple texts and supplementary 
print resource materials to 
accommodate students’ reading level.

•  use varied computer programs, audio/
video recording, high-lighted print 
materials, and digests of key ideas.

•  provide support mechanisms such as 
note-taking organizers to help students 
organize information.

•  time allocation varies according to 
student needs.

Process:  
activities 
designed to help 
students make 
sense of the 
content.

•  teacher facilitates students’ skills at becoming more 
self-reliant learners.

•  encourage students to develop independent learning 
skills.

•  respectful (engaging, high-level) tasks for all learners.
•  focus on key concepts, principles/generalizations, 

and skills versus coverage.
•  tasks should be based on readiness, interests, and 

learning profiles of students.
•  Encourage creativity and skills of fluency, flexibility, 

originality, and elaboration.

•  encourage students to make sense of 
an idea in a preferred way of learning 
(multiple-intelligence assignments).

•  match the complexity of the task with 
the student’s level of understanding.

•  Give choices about facets of topic to 
specialize and help link a personal 
interest to sense-making goal.

•  Vary the amount of teacher/peer 
support or scaffolding.

•  provide graphic organizers to help 
students synthesize information.

•  teach investigation and research skills.
•  promote cognition and metacognition.

Product: the 
vehicles through 
which students 
demonstrate and 
extend what they 
have learned.

•  product assignments should cause students to 
rethink, apply, and expand on key concepts and 
principles.

•  multi-option assignments are used allowing students 
to use their strengths to demonstrate their knowl-
edge.

•  use products as a way to help students connect what 
they are learning to the real world.

• set clear standards of high expectations.
•  encourage self-evaluation based on agreed-upon 

criteria.
•  use formative (in-process) and summative (end-of-

process) evaluation by peers, self, and teachers to 
promote growth and success.

•  Excellence is defined by student growth: continu-
ally model and talk about what constitutes personal 
excellence.

•  support the use of varied modes of ex-
pression, materials, and technologies

•  Balance clear directions that support 
success, with freedom of choice that 
supports individuality of interest and 
learning profile.

•  provide templates or organizers to 
guide students’ work.

•  help students break down projects 
into manageable steps and develop 
a timeline. stress planning, check-in 
dates, and logs so students use all the 
time allocated.

•  help build passion for the ideas being 
pursued.

•  product assignments should neces-
sitate and support creativity. help stu-
dents develop skills needed to create 
authentic products.

adapted from the differentiated classroom: responding to the needs of all Learners by carol ann tomlinson.
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Differentiated Instructional Strategies
Strategy Description of Strategy Why Appropriate for 2e Students

flexible skills 
Grouping

students are matched to skills work by virtue of readiness, 
not with the assumption that all need the same spelling 
task, computation drill, writing assignment, etc. movement 
among groups is common, based on readiness on a given 
skill and growth in that skill.

•  exempts students from basic skills work in 
areas where they demonstrate a high level 
of performance (100% is not required).

•  can allow a chance for independent work at 
the student’s own pace.

compacting a 3-step process that (1) assesses what a student knows 
about material to be studied and what the student still 
needs to master, (2) plans for learning what is not known 
and excuses student from what is known, and (3) plans for 
freed-up time to spend in enriched or accelerated study.

•  eliminates boredom from unnecessary drill 
and practice.

•  Satisfies student’s desire to learn more 
about a topic than school often allows.

• encourages independence.

Most Difficult 
first

students can demonstrate mastery of a concept by com-
pleting the five most difficult problems with 85% accuracy.  
students who can demonstrate mastery do not need to 
practice anymore.

• honors student’s mastery of a concept.
•  eliminates unnecessary drill and practice.
•  reduces homework load of students who 

can demonstrate mastery.

orbital study Independent investigations, generally of three to six weeks.  
they orbit, or revolve, around some facet of the curriculum. 
students select their own topics for orbital, and they work 
with guidance and coaching from the teacher to develop 
more expertise on the topic and the process of becoming 
an independent investigator.

•  allows students to develop expertise on a 
topic and work with complex ideas.

•  Builds on student interest and enables 
students to use their preferred learning 
style.

•  teachers and students establish criteria for 
success.

Independent 
projects, Group 
Investigations

process through which student and teacher identify prob-
lems or topics of interest to the student.  Both student and 
teacher plan a method of investigating the problem or topic 
and identifying the type of product the student will develop. 
the product should address the problem and demonstrate 
the student’s ability to apply skills and knowledge to the 
problem or topic.

•  Builds on student interest and encourages 
independence.

•  teacher provides guidance and structure to 
supplement student capacity to plan.

•  uses preset timelines to zap procrastination 
and logs to document the process involved.

•  teachers and students establish criteria for 
success.

problem-Based 
Learning

the student is placed in the active role of solving problems 
as a professional would.

•  utilizes varied learning strengths, allows 
use of a range of resources, and provides 
a good opportunity for balancing student 
choice with teacher coaching.

agendas a personalized list of tasks that a particular student must 
complete in a specified time.

•  teacher moves among individual students, 
coaching and monitoring their understand-
ing and progress.

Learning cen-
ters, Interest 
centers

Centers are flexible enough to address variable learning 
needs. Interest centers are designed to motivate student 
exploration of a topic.

•  materials and activities address a wide 
range of reading levels, learning profiles, 
and student interests.

•  activities vary from simple to complex, con-
crete to abstract, structured to open-ended.

choice Boards, 
tic-tac-toe 
raft

students make a work selection from a certain row or 
column.  teachers can target work toward student needs 
while giving students choice.

•  Well suited to dealing with readiness, inter-
ests, and learning style preferences among 
students.

portfolios a collection of student work that can be a powerful way of 
reflecting on student growth over time.

•  portfolios are motivating because of empha-
sis on student choice and focus on readi-
ness, interests, and learning profile.

assessment assessment is ongoing and diagnostic. It provides the 
teacher with day-to-day data on students’ readiness, 
interests and their learning profile. Assessment has more 
to do with helping students grow than with cataloging their 
mistakes.

•  assessment is used to formally record 
student growth.

•  Varied means of assessment is used so 
that all students can fully display their skill 
and understanding.

adapted from the differentiated classroom: responding to the needs of all Learners by carol ann tomlinson



IdAhO sTATE dEPArTmENT Of EduCATION�0         TWICE-EXCEPTIONAL: sTudENTs WITh BOTh GIfTs ANd ChALLENGEs Or dIsABILITIEs

Adolescent Twice-Exceptional 
Learner

Secondary Education for  
Twice-Exceptional Students
excerpts reprinted from “twice-exceptional 
adolescents: Who are they? What do they 
need?” by s. Baum, m. G. rizza, and s. 
renzulli, in The Handbook of Secondary Gifted 
Education (pp. 137-164), by f. a. dixon and 
s. m. moon, 2006, Waco, tx: prufrock press. 
copyright 2006 by prufrock press. reprinted 
with permission. Web site address  
(www.prufrock.com). 

“It seems that gifted education, when 
it does exist, is focused upon at the 
elementary level. there is little thought 
given to secondary education, as if 
students are no longer gifted once they 
hit the secondary grades, especially 
high school. the amount of literature on 
secondary gifted education is scant, but 
becoming more available.”

Why is this a concern? 
a direct relationship seems to exist between 
inappropriate or unchallenging contents in 
elementary school and underachievement 
in middle or high school. sometimes it is the 
inappropriate and unchallenging curriculum 
that needs to be fixed, and not the student 
needing disciplined or “fixed.” One way to 
encourage an adolescent to succeed is 
participation in a variety of activities. the more 
an adolescent is involved in any of a number of 
extra-curricular activities, the less likely they are 
to underachieve in school.

What can teachers do about gifted 
underachievement? 
It makes a difference when teachers:

•  take the time to learn about the unique 
characteristics of gifted students so that 
these characteristics can be addressed in the 

classroom, because students are much more 
likely to be motivated to attend class if they 
feel understood and cared about;

•  are willing to learn more, in general, about 
high-ability students who have disabilities and 
their specific disability

•  demonstrate passion for their subject (and 
teaching) since this elicits energy from 
students – yielding better effort an greater 
focus; and

•  reveal a general respect for an environment 
that is supportive of intellectual pursuits.

In 2004, the federal government for the first 
time recognized that gifted students may also 
have disabilities that impede their achievement. 
this recognition was put forth in the Idea 
(Individuals with disabilities education act). the 
terms deficits and giftedness are incompatible 
for too many practitioners, therefore 
being twice-exceptional is an impossible 
phenomenon. to be twice-exceptional is to 
demonstrate gifted behaviors or traits at 
certain times, under certain circumstances, in 
certain areas, but simultaneously experience 
problematic weaknesses in other areas.

Twice-Exceptional students are at risk for 
underachievement because they will have 
barriers to achieving at their level of giftedness. 
these dual exceptionalities are more common 
than most educators may think. the incongruity 
between educators’ expectations about the 
rarity of twice-exceptional students and 
the observable fact that they exist may be 
accounted for by the trend of misdiagnosis. 
a student can also be mislabeled as a result 
of inappropriate interventions or a lack of 
understanding of the complex interactions 
between giftedness and learning differences, or 
the lack of attention given to the unique needs 
of gifted students. Gifted students who are 
forced to complete work that is inappropriate 
may exhibit characteristics that are oppositional 
defiant. When gifted students cannot read 
because of a learning disability, they have a 
difficult time paying attention. 
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Twice-Exceptional students learn and 
behave differently than their gifted 
peers due to some sort of disability [or 
learning challenge]. testing and the accurate 
interpretation of results are important for 
diagnosis, curricular programming and social-
emotional interventions.
Twice-Exceptional adolescents may find that 
they have greater dependence on their parents 
to advocate for them because, compared to 
educators, parents are often in a position of 
having a greater understanding and more 
information of both exceptionalities, possibly 
due to the reality that they have greater interest 
and concern for their child.

teachers must be willing to understand that 
the parent has already experienced much 
frustration in raising the child, and has a 
comprehensive picture of the child’s strengths 
and weaknesses. an understanding that the 
disability diagnosis is not intended to restrict, 
but rather to help the student’s educators have 
a greater understanding of the unique learning 
and social-emotional needs of the student is 
important. collaboration between professionals 
and parents must take place.

What can Superintendents, Principals and 
Counselors do to help?
professionals in the school, in addition to 
teachers, play an important role in the lives of 
twice-exceptional students. superintendents, 
principals and counselors have a significant 
impact on gifted adolescents. superintendents 
can provide the finances and encouragement 
needed for professional development; insist on 
appropriate programming inside and outside 
of the classroom; ensure adequate staffing 
for gifted education; and recognize cognitive 
and affective concerns of gifted education. 
principals can support staff development 
geared to building a pertinent knowledgebase; 
raise own awareness of cognitive and affective 
concerns; create a safe school climate; examine 
own attitudes regarding gifted and twice-
exceptional students; and encourage affective 
curriculum and creative programming to meet 

needs of gifted and twice-exceptional students. 
counselors can examine their own attitudes 
and raise own awareness regarding gifted and 
twice-exceptional students; be alert to school 
safety issues related to giftedness; advocate 
for equitable services for nonmainstream gifted 
students; serve as a referral source for mental 
health concerns; serve as a liaison between 
gifted / twice-exceptional students and 
classroom teachers when appropriate; create 
appropriate career-development programming 
for gifted / twice-exceptional students; make 
prevention of social and emotional problems a 
priority; provide literature relate to giftedness 
and twice-exceptionalities to teachers; and be 
a clearinghouse for information about extra-
curricular opportunities.

What is needed?
It is believed by some that a child’s struggles 
actually help them become stronger, develop 
coping skills and frustration tolerance later 
in life. the fact is that without appropriate 
diagnosis and effective programming, [and 
supports] these students become confused 
and depressed and doubt their academic 
abilities. the longer it takes to identify students 
and provide them with accommodations, the 
more problematic it is for students, parents, 
and teachers to cope with the inconsistencies 
in performance and behavior as is seen with 
the twice-exceptional student. In 2006, four 
known twice-exceptional high school students 
from a single Idaho high school dropped out 
of school their senior year. Were they receiving 
the appropriate social-emotional supports, 
academic challenges and accommodations? 
We don’t know for certain, but the answers do 
not seem positive.

there are many strategies used by twice-
Exceptional students to fit in or compensate for 
their academic difficulties, some appropriate, 
and some highly problematic. many twice-
exceptional students develop strategies on their 
own and are able to elude detection far longer 
than their counterparts who are gifted. As 
these students continue their educational 
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journey through middle and high school, 
the challenges of being Twice-Exceptional 
become more complicated and may have 
dire social, academic, and emotional 
implications if not addressed. confounding 
one’s development are typical adolescent 
stressors, issues of being gifted and learning 
challenges. this is evident in sara’s story:

Sara was able to use her memory to maintain 
the façade of reading even though, as was 
later discovered, she was severely dyslexic. 
Because she remained on grade level in many 
areas due to her ability to compensate for her 
weaknesses and her willingness to put forth 
extraordinary efforts to achieve, the school was 
reluctant to believe she had a disability. Her 
increasing feelings of failure compounded by 
issues of adolescence negatively impacted her 
attempt at success and happiness. With the 
many hours put in by her parents and sister 
in which they would read to her, and finding 
books that related to her hobbies, Sara learned 
to read. Due to a discrepancy between her 
performance on school achievement tests and 
her verbal IQ score (99th percentile), she was 
tested and it was confirmed in fifth grade that 
Sara had a learning disability. She felt relief. 
She worked with an LD specialist and gained 
confidence in the classroom as well as outside 
the classroom. Sara’s problem was identified, 
she was receiving academic support and had 
educational enrichment as well – all essential 
ingredients inTwice-Exceptional programming.

Junior high school was a different story. 
Although Sara received accommodations for 
her disabilities (she also had ADD), she was 
reluctant to use them or discuss because she 
did not want to be different. She felt guilty 
when she received a good grade believing that 
she was cheating due to her accommodations. 
What was her identity? How could she preserve 
the concept of being a highly able and capable 
young woman when she felt different and 
frustrated? 

Gifted students may have difficulties with 
adolescence because their abilities set them 

apart from their peers; not what an adolescent 
desires. Gifted students manage their identities 
in three different ways:
•  becoming highly visible (school leaders, 

contest winners, and enthusiastic participants 
in many activities)

•  becoming invisible by hiding or camouflaging 
their talents to appear normal; and

•  disidentifying with gifted peers by 
demonstrating or adopting the behaviors of a 
more desirable group.

For the Twice-Exceptional students, the 
conflict of adolescence is compounded 
by the possibility that they may not be 
seen as gifted, normal or disabled, thus 
not fitting into any group. Which behaviors 
they hide and which they assume depends on 
their individual personalities. twice-exceptional 
students will simultaneously feel less capable 
than their gifted peers and more capable than 
their peers in special education [or regular 
education] thus causing them to question 
who they are. their peers and many adults 
find it difficult to understand that someone 
who is able to succeed in one area may need 
assistance in another. this misunderstanding 
may cause the twice-exceptional student to 
withdraw from their peers or act out.

Sara started high school in a highly-charged 
emotional state. She had little self-confidence 
and was not prepared for the social or 
academic issues that were about to confront 
her. She was over her head in the honors 
biology class. She switched to an average level 
biology class. She was receiving failing grades 
in other classes and was moved down to 
average level classes in those courses as well 
because she believed that the school staff did 
not think she was smart enough to handle the 
material. She thought that in their minds, if she 
couldn’t pass the written test, then she didn’t 
understand the material.

After a teacher embarrassed and humiliated 
her in front of her peers, Sara became more 
introverted. She was afraid to approach her 
teachers fearing that a similar situation would 
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occur. This was a major step backwards in her 
attempt to become more independent and 
to advocate for herself. She had convinced 
herself that she was a burden for which the 
teachers had no time or energy to handle. Even 
though her parents and the teachers she had 
in the regular classes reassured her that she 
was smart, Sara still felt dumb. She thought, 
“Why can I not get good grades in these 
non-challenging classes if I am smart?” She 
struggled with taking traditional tests.

In her sophomore year, Sara took a law class. 
This proved to be her one saving grace. This 
class tapped into all of her best attributes: 
her excellent verbal skills and critical thinking 
abilities. The teacher in this class became a 
strong advocate and guide for Sara.

Socially, Sara was isolated from the friends she 
had in middle school because they were all in 
honors classes. By this time, she had become 
too shy to make new friends so she sought 
refuge in the special education resource room 
where she had wonderful support from the 
LD specialist. Sara became depressed and 
started seeing a counselor, but the counselor 
didn’t understand, leaving Sara feeling that 
no one could understand. On top of academic 
problems, teachers not understanding and 
social concerns, crowded hallways and other 
sensory issues in the building bothered Sara. 
She felt that she was in a jungle with people 
out to devour her. She decided to look at 
private schools.

Being successful at the high school level 
demands intellectual fortitude and self-
regulation, especially if the student participates 
in honors, ap or IB classes. these classes 
usually demand proficiency in – and expect 
lots of – reading, listening, and note-taking. 
Long-written assignments are expected 
to be completed, as is work that requires 
higher levels with little acknowledgement of 
differences in learning needs. All too often, 
teachers of high-ability students expect 
these students to take responsibility for 

their own learning, without adequately 
preparing them for the task. although twice-
exceptional students qualify for honors classes, 
they will most likely need accommodations 
to succeed. For these students there is a fine 
line between understanding and accepting 
differences. adults, and especially teachers, 
play an important role in fostering self-efficacy 
and overall functioning in school. sara’s law 
teacher and Ld specialist focused on her 
gifts and provided support for her learning 
difficulties. 

continued frustrations with meeting 
expectations of self and others ultimately 
caused sara to withdraw academically and 
socially, and to become deeply depressed. 
depression is a common by-product of 
adolescence. Gifted students may also become 
depressed as a result of perfectionism, 
asynchronous development, social isolation 
and sensitivity. For Twice-Exceptional 
students, the stressors are magnified. 
Their reality is coping daily with the 
discrepancy of what they can and cannot 
do. finding a peer group with whom they 
can identify, and extreme sensitivity makes 
twice-exceptional students acutely aware of 
their plight. for these reasons, many twice-
exceptional students take medication for 
depression, and lose their motivation to 
achieve. counselors can help students to 
accept their differences, to identify what they 
need to be successful and to advocate for 
their own needs. more appropriate learning 
environments will help reverse the downward 
spiral.

Sara attended a private high school in New 
England. The school community was very 
supportive and caring; class size was smaller 
and she felt more comfortable taking with each 
teacher individually. She was quite aware that 
she had to work harder than most others. Her 
classes required enormous amounts of reading 
outside the classroom. Sara developed a 
strategy and methods of talking notes on what 
she read to help her to understand classroom 
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discussions. This, in turn, helped her to begin 
to hear the teacher’s lecture differently and 
much more effectively, and even forced her to 
stay focused in class.

The greatest challenge and most rewarding 
academic experience came from her 
independent study and AP classes. She was 
able to shine and show everyone that she was 
smart and passionate about schoolwork. Sara 
began tutoring most of her classmates before 
tests and helping them plan their papers. This 
was so gratifying and different. Sara was finally 
feeling competent and smart.

Sara started taking an anti-anxiety medication, 
which proved to help her in social situations. 
She tried out for and made the debate team. 
She and her partner won the team award 
and took two top slots for individual speaking. 
Sara’s confidence soared. She made many 
friends-good friends. Most importantly, Sara 
became comfortable with who she was. She 
had figured out how to deal with her learning 
disability and be successful. Her friends do not 
define her by her learning disability, but rather 
by her weird, quirky traits that make up her 
character.

Meeting the Needs of Twice-Exceptional 
Adolescent Students

•  finding appropriate academic challenge and 
talent development

•  offering a learning environment that aligns to 
how these students learn

•  discovering individual compensation 
strategies to regulate learning and behavior, 
including metacognitive strategies, 
appropriate medication as indicated, and 
academic accommodations

•  Learning how to balance academic and social 
needs

how these issues play out in the lives of twice-
exceptional students is idiosyncratic to their 
individual personalities, family values, and 
school opportunities. driven by their need, 

some choose to abandon social life and 
extracurricular activities and spend many hours 
completing assignments. others may do the 
opposite and give up trying. to fail because 
one didn’t hand in an assignment is preferable 
to struggling with it and receiving a low 
grade. In either case, these students become 
discouraged and depressed.

most students will not have the luxury of 
attending private schools, but some public 
schools can provide many of the same 
accommodations sara found in a private 
setting. programs in the public sector 
have offered flexible opportunities in class 
placement and instruction, as well as talent 
development opportunities.

What Can We Learn from Sara’s 
Experience?
•  focus on developing the talent while 

attending to the disability.
-  recent research suggests that the happiest 
people make life and career decisions that 
align with their individual strengths, interests, 
and passions. for the adolescent, another 
benefit is gained: the opportunity to meet 
others with similar gifts and interests.

•  schools need to design educational programs 
that consider the whole student.

-  By making sure that twice-exceptional 
students appreciate and develop their 
unique gifts, we can furnish them with self-
knowledge and skills that will promote their 
self-actualization.

•  twice-exceptional students require 
challenging opportunities, but in an 
environment that is both stimulating and 
accommodating.

-  Schools that try to find ways to accommodate 
the needs of twice-exceptional students fare 
much better than those that insist that the 
students fit into traditional offerings.

•  social and emotional support is a high 
priority. 

-  these supports help them deal with 
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depression and anger they may feel struggling 
with the inconsistencies in their performance 
and help them gain an acceptance of being 
twice-exceptional.

 
school for the twice-exceptional student 
is rarely a positive experience, but for the 

adolescent learner, it can be a nightmare. 
When they are engaged, their efficacy soars, 
but when they are struggling with reading, 
writing, paying attention or organizing, they find 
themselves in survival mode fighting to stay 
afloat.

Essential Program Components

An appropriate Identification system
•  Identification of giftedness
•  evidence and description of academic performance discrepancies

attention to the student’s gifts
•  college courses
•  ap classes [with accommodations if needed]
•  honors programs [with accommodations if needed]
•  online courses
•  mentorships and internships
•  specialized programs and competitions

placement in, and assurance of, the least restrictive supportive environment(s) (continuum 
of services)

•  regular classroom with support
•  resource room support
•  special classes for gifted
•  special classes [or seminar programs] for twice-exceptional
•  special schools for twice-exceptional

classroom intervention strategies
•  alternate approaches to curriculum and instruction for all students  

[provide alternative means to access advanced information]
•  Accommodations and modifications allowed for all students
•  self-regulation and compensation strategies provided [study skills, note-taking skills, 

learning style recognition & strategies, advocacy skills]
•  remedial support as needed

social and emotional support
•  Group counseling
•  family counseling
•  Individual counseling

from: To Be Gifted and Learning Disabled: Strategies for Helping Bright Students with LD, ADHD, and More by 
susan Baum and s. owen, 2003, creative Learning press. Bracketed items from Baum, rizza & renzulli, the 
handbook of secondary Gifted education, 2005
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differentiation at the  
secondary Level
Reprinted with permission by Rick Wormeli

differentiated instruction is a commonly found 
term in middle and high school improvement 
plans these days. It’s a very effective focus 
for any school, but many educators claim to 
be differentiating instruction when they’re not 
actually doing it; and many educators write 
long, complicated professional development 
plans outlining how they will learn to 
differentiate over the next three years—plans 
that become little more than shelf-liners due 
to overextended teachers and revolving-door 
administrators. of course, some teachers think 
differentiation is a passing fad that, they hope, 
will not interfere with their normal classroom 
routines. 

then there are the rest of us. We recognize 
differentiation as just good teaching. It’s what 
we’ve been striving to do since our first day 
on the job, and the direct, observable results 
of differentiation provide the meaningful 
experiences that keep us showing up every day.

so that we have a common frame of reference, 
let’s briefly define differentiation: Differentiation 
means we do whatever it takes to maximize 
instruction over what could otherwise be 
achieved through whole-class, one-size-fits 
all approaches. It’s teaching in ways students 
learn best, not just presenting material and 
documenting students’ success (or lack 
thereof) with it. In addition, differentiating 
teachers spend considerable time preparing 
students to handle anything in their current 
and future lives that is not differentiated. 
It does not mean we make things easier 
for students; rather, it means we provide 
appropriate challenges students need in order 
to grow at each stage of their development, 
and that varies from student to student. 
While individualization is occasionally used in 
differentiated classes, it’s more common to find 
students grouped and regrouped flexibly. At the 

secondary level, most of us wouldn’t last long 
if we had to do over a 100 Ieps, one for each 
student. no one is asking us to do this.

differentiation and standardization are not 
oxymoronic, nor is differentiation disabling. 
how will students do well on the standardized 
state exam? they’ll do well if they’ve learned 
the curriculum well. how will they do well in 
high school? they’ll do well if they’ve learned 
well in middle school. how will they do well in 
college? they’ll do well if they’ve learned well 
in high school. again, differentiation is how we 
maximize instruction so students learn and 
retain the material—and so students learn how 
to be successful no matter what life presents. 
When teachers don’t differentiate, that’s when 
we should worry about being ill-prepared for 
standardized tests, high school, college, and 
beyond. 

We can differentiate formally, such as when we 
preassess and formatively assess students and 
design specific lesson plans based on those 
data. We can differentiate informally, such as 
when we stop by their desks and brainstorm 
with students how they might revise something
done incorrectly, or when we push an advanced 
student to examine a topic via critical thinking 
skills the rest of class is not ready to use.

We can differentiate instruction in many ways, 
but they will all boil down to one or more of 
the following, first popularized by Dr. Carol Ann 
tomlinson at the university of Virginia:

•  Content. the content is your legally 
mandated curriculum. It’s what students are 
supposed to learn.

•  Process. process means the way in which 
your students learn the content.

• �Product. product refers to the way in which 
your students prove they learned the content.

•  Affect. affect concerns the socioemotional 
factors that influence learning. We might 
need to adjust something in order for 
students to feel safe and invited.
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•  Learning�environment. the learning 
environment is the physical setup of the 
learning situation, such as whether a class 
is self-contained, inclusive, small, large, or 
multiage.

some of these approaches can be negotiable 
from time to time with students. for example, 
when it comes to the product used to 
demonstrate full understanding of the dual 
nature of light (as both particle and wave), 
it doesn’t matter how students show us that 
they understand it as long as they really do 
understand it. they can take our test, do a 
project, explain things orally, or use many other
products that would generate acceptable 
evidence of mastery. no matter what they 
choose, however, we hold them accountable 
for the same universal factors as we do other 
students.

remember, too, that if the assessment format 
does not allow a student to portray her learning 
accurately, we have an obligation to change the 
format so that she can be assessed accurately. 
Grades must be accurate in a differentiated 
class, just as in any other class, in order to be 
useful to everyone involved. telling a student 
to toughen up and learn how to deal with our 
test formats is a copout. It’s as much a false 
sense of student accountability as it is a false 
sense of teaching. In other situations, some 
of these approaches cannot be negotiated: 
“No, Sean, you can’t do a diorama of a flying 
buttress. I asked you to write a formal paper on 
how building cathedrals during that period of 
history revealed new scientific principles to the 
craftsmen of the time. You’re being assessed 
on writing the paper, not just your research. 
You can provide the diorama if you wish, but 
evidence of your knowledge via the written 
essay is paramount.”

eighty percent of differentiation is mind-set; 
the rest is craft. Like so much of education, 
if we embrace the principles behind the 
concepts, difficult questions are more readily 
answered. to learn the practical techniques 

for differentiating instruction and increasing 
diverse students’ achievement, educators need 
to answer the following questions affirmatively:

•  are we willing to teach in whatever way 
students best learn, even if it’s not the way 
we best learn?

•  do we have the courage to do what works, 
not just what’s easiest?

•  do we actively pursue our own awareness of 
students’ knowledge, skills, and talents so 
that we can provide a match for their learning 
needs?

• do we actually make those matches?

•  do we continually build a large and diverse 
repertoire of teaching strategies so we have 
more than one way to teach?

•  do we keep up to date on the latest research 
regarding cognitive science, on students’ 
development in the grade levels we teach, 
and in our content specialty areas?

•  Do we ceaselessly self-analyze and reflect 
on our lessons, including assessments, 
searching for ways to improve?

• are we open to correction by others?

•  do we push students to become their own 
advocates for how to learn, and do we give 
them the tools to do so?

•  do we regularly close the gap between 
knowing what to do and actually doing it?

on a typical secondary student’s day, a student 
must be simultaneously good at everything, 
at the same performance level as that of his 
classmates, regardless of his development 
with any one of them. he must be able to 
speak a foreign language fluently, discuss 
current events, build a functioning motor 
using magnetic coils, design a website, debate 
others, graph inequalities, sing in the correct
key, write the perfect essay, analyze yellow 
journalism in a political cartoon, adapt to at 
least seven different teachers’ styles, conduct 
research, run the mile under a certain time, 
skillfully hit the ball to a teammate, identify 
literary devices in an old english poem, manage 
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his resource needs for each class, and show 
up on time to all things during and after school, 
all while governing his impulses, maintaining 
“with-it” social banter at the cafeteria table, 
and navigating societal expectations and 
hormonal needs.

these are humans in the making, without much 
life experience and adult-level maturity. It is 
close to malpractice to demand of them adult-
level competencies in all of these areas at the 
same time. no wonder they occasionally need
scaffolding, tiering, and differentiated support. 
We don’t want a teacher’s approach to be 
as education expert dr. nancy doda warns 
against, “Learn, or I will hurt you.” this isn’t 
true learning as we are commissioned to 
provide by our government.

In order to differentiate well, we must be mini-
experts in the greatest teaching tool we have: 
our expertise on how the mind learns. here 
are just a few cognitive science principles 
that make a dramatic difference in student 
achievement when successfully employed:

•  Whereas our goal is to have students learn 
and retain as much knowledge as they can, 
very little goes into long-term memory unless 
it is attached to something already in storage. 
create prior knowledge, then, where there 
was none prior to teaching something new.

•  our capacity to remember content has a 
tremendous amount to do with how it was 
structured for meaning the first time we 
experienced it, not so much how we studied 
it later.

•  We learn more when the brain is primed for 
learning. make sure to explain to students 
the lesson’s objectives and what they can 
expect to experience along the way (an 
itinerary). do this up front and periodically 
along the way.

•  teach the most important concepts in the 
very first ten minutes, and make sure to 
revisit them in the last ten minutes. don’t 
waste these prime learning times with other 
tasks.

•  the brain requires regular and plentiful 
hydration. find a way to get students and you 
drinking water during class. Lots of it.

•  the brain responds to movement. Build 
kinesthetics into each week’s lessons, 
particularly if the topic is abstract.

•  spiral your lessons. revisit content 
repeatedly. Every time a neuron fires, it’s 
more sensitive to firing. Every time it goes a 
while without firing, it takes more and more 
to get to fire. It will eventually be pruned, 
especially in adolescence.

•  the brain is innately social. It requires social 
interaction to clarify learning and move most 
things into long-term memory. Get students 
talking in substantive ways about content: 
think-pair-share, peer critiques, small-group 
work, socratic seminars, debates, panel 
discussions, interviews, dramatic portrayals, 
skits, and plays. 

most of us at the secondary level are nice 
people who want our students to learn. We may 
not have a large background in differentiated 
approaches nor the resources to be able to 
provide all that is needed, but we have to start
somewhere. to show how practical 
differentiation can be for teachers, here are 
several great practices typically found in 
successfully differentiated classrooms. 

Tiering
the term tiering in many differentiated 
instruction books and videos is used to 
describe how we adjust a learning experience 
according to a student’s readiness, interests,
or learner profile. Readiness refers to the 
challenge or complexity of a task: Is the student 
ready for only introductory experiences, or is 
she ready for something more sophisticated? a 
learning profile is a running record of anything 
that would affect a student’s learning, such as 
learning styles, multiple intelligences, poverty 
issues, english as a second language, learning 
disabilities, and giftedness. In my own use of 
the term tiering, I focus only on the adjustments 
in readiness. tiering to me suggests a vertical 
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adjustment such as we connote when referring 
to upper and lower tiers. Interests and learning 
profiles are not higher or lower “tiers”; they’re 
just different. When it comes to the tiers of 
readiness, some students might be ready only 
for understanding how to draw a triangle and 
determine its area, but other students can use 
partial knowledge of an isosceles triangle’s 
measurements to determine the volume of a 
three-dimensional solid of which the triangle 
is one part of its surface. still other students 
are ready to “triangulate” when creating a 
metaphorical connection among three different 
philosophies in history class. there are many 
ways to tier the challenge level of a topic
or assignment. here are just a few:

•  manipulate information, not just echo it 
(“once you’ve understood the motivations 
and viewpoints of the two historical figures, 
identify how each one would respond to the 
three ethical issues provided.”)

•  extend the concept to other areas (“how 
does this idea apply to the expansion of the 
railroads in the 1800’s?” or, “how is this 
portrayed in the Kingdom protista?”)

• Integrate more than one subject or skill

•  Increase the number of variables that must 
be considered; incorporate more facets

•  use or apply content/skills in situations not 
yet experienced 

•  Work with advanced resources (“using the 
latest schematics of the Space Shuttle flight 
deck and real interviews with professionals 
at Jet propulsion Laboratories in california, 
prepare a report that...”)

•  add an unexpected element to the process or 
product [“What could prevent meiosis from 
creating four haploid nuclei (gametes) from a 
single haploid cell?”]

•  reframe a topic under a new theme (“re-
write the scene from the point of view of 
the antagonist,” “reenvision the country’s 
involvement in war in terms of insect 
behavior,” or, “re-tell Goldilocks and the 

three Bears so that it becomes a cautionary 
tale about mccarthyism.”)

•  share the backstory to a concept—how it was 
developed 

• Identify misconceptions within something

• Identify the bias or prejudice in something

•  deal with ambiguity and multiple meanings 
or steps

• analyze the action or object

•  argue against something taken for granted or 
commonly accepted

•  synthesize (bring together) two or more 
unrelated concepts or objects to create 
something new (“how are grammar 
conventions like music?”)

•  Work with the ethical side of the subject (“at 
what point is the Federal government justified 
in subordinating an individual’s rights in the 
pursuit of safeguarding its citizens?”)

•  Work with more abstract concepts and 
models (Wormeli, 2006, pp. 57–59) 

Compacting the Curriculum
If some students demonstrate advanced 
readiness early in the unit of study, we have 
an obligation to not waste their time teaching 
these students skills and content they already 
understand. Instead, we shorten or compact 
the regular curriculum for these students into 
just a few days, making sure they’ve mastered 
the basic curriculum and double-checking 
subtle learnings. then we do something 
different with these students, such as teaching 
them something more in depth, with more 
breadth, from a unique angle, or more complex 
than what we’re teaching the rest of the class.

The Football and the Anchor: Teaching a 
Variety of Levels at the Same Time
two structural sequences that allow teachers 
to meet a variety of needs in the same class 
period are the “football” and the “anchor.” 
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The�Football
In this three-part sequence, we first teach a 
general lesson to the whole class for the first 
ten to fifteen minutes. Everyone is gathered 
together and doing roughly the same thing. 
If you think of a side view of a football, this is 
the narrow point at one end of the ball. after 
the general lesson, we divide the class into 
groups according to readiness, interest, or 
learning profile and allow them to process the 
learning at their own pace or in their own way. 
for example, some students may be discussing 
one aspect of the general learning while others 
write or draw, or everyone’s doing the same 
thing such as reading, but with text of differing 
levels of readability. This lasts for fifteen to 
thirty minutes. We circulate through the room, 
clarifying directions, providing feedback, 
assessing students, and answering questions.
this middle section is wider, everyone 
expanding on the original learning, and so it is 
represented by the wider portion of the center 
of a football, the part of the football under the 
finger grips. 

In the final portion of the lesson, we bring the 
class back together as a whole group and 
process what we’ve learned. this can take 
the form of a summarization, a question-and-
answer session, a quick assessment to see
how students are doing, or some other specific 
task that gets students to debrief with each 
other about what they learned. once again, 
we’ve brought the whole group back together, 
finishing the football metaphor as it narrows to
the opposite tip from where we started.

The�Anchor
this structure doesn’t get its metaphor from 
the physical design of a boat’s anchor as 
the football structure gets from a football. 
Instead, it uses the role of an anchor—to keep 
something from drifting from its position. 

In an anchor lesson, the teacher provides 
a task on which the whole class works 
autonomously to the teacher. this is the 
“anchor” that keeps the class in position, 
working on something substantive. It is not a 

babysitting activity. from this general task, the 
teacher pulls a small group of students to one 
side for quick mini-lessons, then sends them 
back into the anchor task and pulls out the next
group. for example, while students are 
conducting lab experiments, the teacher may 
pull one small group out and review how to 
write proper lab conclusions. he administers
a lab safety exam that another group missed 
yesterday; and with other students, he critiques 
their advanced, independent projects. 

these mini-lesson pullouts can be as simple 
and informal as stopping by a student’s desk to 
explain how to use a semicolon, or something 
as formal as teaching a small group of 
government students how to shepardize* their
point-of-law papers. 

Flexible Grouping
some students learn primarily through 
individual study, some learn primarily through 
small-group interactions, and some learn 
primarily through whole-class instruction, 
but many of us use only one or two of these 
approaches in our classrooms. We have to 
be good at all three. to break out of our self-
imposed grouping ruts, ask yourself a few 
questions:

• Is this the only way students can be grouped?

•  Why do I have the whole class doing the 
same thing here?

•  Where in the lesson can I have students 
working in small groups?

•  Is this grouping of students the best way to 
teach this section?

•  If I group students this way, whose needs are 
not being met?

•  I’ve been doing a lot of [insert type of 
grouping here] lately. Which type of grouping 
can I add to the mix?

Grouping possibilities are quite varied. We can 
put students in groups such as:

• Whole class

• half the class and half the class
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• teams

• small groups led by students

• partners and triads

• Individual work

• one-on-one mentoring with an adult

•  Temporary pullout groups to teach specific 
mini-lessons

•  centers or learning stations through 
which students rotate in small groups or 
individually—these are great for middle and 
high school classrooms!

there are many more differentiated instruction 
strategies worth exploring. they include:

•  making abstract concepts vivid, concrete 
experiences

• using repetition

• using temporary, homogeneous grouping

• conducting error analysis with students

•  explaining the metaphor we use to teach 
concepts

• Breaking concepts down into smaller pieces

•  anticipating misconceptions and taking steps 
to prevent them

•  allowing for the fact that not all students will 
learn at the same pace as their classmates 
learn, and giving students every chance to 
demonstrate mastery, not just one chance

• using graphic organizers

•  Identifying exceptions to the rule and 
nuances in knowledge

•  allowing students to research beyond the 
topic and beyond the lesson

• providing ample feedback to students

• adjusting students’ goals

• Working in small increments

• Focusing on specific skills

•  providing opportunities for students to think 
flexibly

•  asking students to work backward from the 
final solution to the original problem

•  modeling the processes we’re teaching

again, differentiation is just good teaching. It’s 
way more than a passing fad, too. read the 
works of educators from ancient Greece, egypt, 
and other cultures; you’ll find ample evidence 
of differentiation in order to maximize students’
learning throughout the ages. In fact, it’s a 
passing fad—one that pains all of us each time 
it happens—when we don’t differentiate.

Yes, secondary teachers have hundreds of 
students, not just thirty as elementary teachers 
do, but they can still differentiate quite well in 
each class. If you’re not already differentiating, 
begin. Give yourself three years, incorporating
just one or two ideas per month. talk someone 
else into joining you on the journey. remember, 
differentiation is primarily a mind-set, so open 
yourself to the serious analysis of practice, 
collaborate with others, and focus on the big 
questions of education and society to find your
motivation. 

Will rogers once said, “even a man on the right 
track will get run over if he just stands there.” 
It’s true here, too. We have to remain dynamic 
in teaching, always learning, always trying. 
there are a whole lot of students counting
on us to do the right thing every day. students 
are in these grade levels only once—or so we 
hope. these years of learning better be the 
best experiences possible.
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*Shepardizing is the term students and legal 
researchers use to determine the legal history 
of a court case, such as whether or not it’s 
been cited as precedent in another court case 
or whether or not the ruling was ever appealed
or overturned. Shepard refers to frank 
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Shepard, who first created the compilations of 
court decisions in the 1870s. 
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“Being twice-exceptional”: 
strategies for student success

Dear Student:

do you ever feel bored and frustrated in 
school? many students feel frustrated that 
they can’t do what they know they could if only 
a teacher would let them do it in their own 
way. You may also feel confused about what is 
happening in the classroom because you don’t 
know what, or how to do what the teacher, 
yourself, or other students want. 
sometimes solutions to problems are so 
obvious and other times solutions are a puzzle.  
You might be a student who feels different than 
everyone else. You could be a student who 
deliberately hides abilities so you do not attract 
attention to yourself, and can be with your 
peers. sometimes you avoid an assignment 
by using your popularity or by being funny or 
disruptive.  

You may find it surprisingly easy to cover 
up your weaknesses.  You may be good at 
distracting everyone around you from the 
mistakes you make.  You may even be a master 
at conjuring up the most creative excuses 
to get around required work that you don’t 
want to do or cannot quite understand.  this 
covering up, distraction or avoidance serves 
you well in the short term.  It can get you out of 
a tight situation. It can help you save face from 
possible embarrassment, get past a struggle 
or slide by without learning what you need to 
learn.  

do you know other students have challenges 
that prevent them from closing the gap 
between their abilities and what they produce?  
many times teachers have expectations that 
are either too high or too low for you. signs 
of challenges due to these mismatches start 
early, and it is essential to discover ways to help 
yourself so you can tell others what you need to 
be successful.  

there are many different possible reasons you 
have challenges with school and/or social and 

emotional issues such as:  
•  a mismatch with teaching style and your 

learning style.  
•  medical, physical or psychological problems. 
•  heightened sensitivities that overwhelm you.  
•  one or more learning disabilities.  
•  creativity in an area that is not emphasized in 

the school setting. 
•  Getting along with others and making friends.

If you really want to be a true friend to yourself, 
the best thing you can do when something 
doesn’t feel right is to let someone know.  You 
can tell a teacher, parent, counselor, nurse, 
secretary, or another adult you trust about 
your feelings.  ask them if they will please 
look at this manual.  some adults are better 
than others at understanding, so it is oK to try 
talking to more than one about your concerns.  
there is information available that will help 
explain your situation, get your message across, 
and empower you to learn and maneuver 
through life as you grow.  

an important thing to remember is that stalling 
and covering up your fears and weaknesses 
may backfire in the long run.  You could easily 
be left with an enormous amount of anxiety 
and frustration that could have been avoided.  
Your parents and teachers - and even you - may 
not be aware of how much time and energy 
you put into hiding your struggles.   While it 
may be tempting to continue covering up your 
challenges, the sooner you face them, the 
quicker everyone can help you put together 
strategies that will aid in making your life 
easier. 
  
If you can take the time to work with an 
adult you respect as you puzzle through your 
theories, you may begin to see a clearer 
picture of who you are and what kind of things 
might be standing in your way to success and 
happiness.  It can be a long process.  But the 
ultimate goal is that you gain a sense of your 
place in your world and the strategies you can 
use to optimize your happiness and well being.  
You are not broken.  You have much to offer the 
world.  You are a gift.
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Matthew was diagnosed with autism, Sensory Integration Dysfunction and giftedness.  He 
received intensive intervention including occupational, behavioral, speech and play therapy.  
He made good progress, but he still hated school, never completed homework, didn’t 
care about his grades and needed to see a therapist weekly when he was in a regular 
classroom. However, once he was placed in a gifted program, he became a completely 
different child, anticipating school and tests, competing to be the best in the class, 
challenging himself with numerous AP classes, and joining debate. He now believes he’ll be 
the youngest U.S. President.

—  Idaho Parent of Twice-Exceptional Child
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helpful strategies for and by  
twice-exceptional students

HOW OTHER PEOPLE CAN HELP yOU COPE 
WITH yOUR ENVIRONMENT:

Parents can help you by:
devising a reminder system for homework
helping you with reading
helping you study and quiz you on material
helping you set up a special homework space 
in your home
helping you proofread your writing
making a special quiet time for studying
setting rules about tV and other privileges as a 
reward system
helping you check your backpack

Teachers can help you by:
providing extra credit opportunities
providing additional assistance
allowing oral tests
accepting project format vs. written report
providing preferred seating in the classroom
providing study guide/syllabus
providing notes for lecture
asking for strategies from the resource 
specialist

Peers can help by:
Being a note taker
Being a study buddy
Being an assignment reminder

Get Help from Others:
tutor
counselor

Devise an Organizational System by using:
color-coded notebooks with perforated edges
folders with pockets
assignment pads
plenty of supplies
Keep locker and backpack neat

Use Technology:
computers and spell check
calculator
alphasmart
photocopier
Voice recorder
dictaphone
Books on tape
Voice recognition software

some possible strategies used to 
cope with academic content

Reading Strategies:
determine amount of time it takes you to read 
various materials

Get assignments ahead of time, read assigned 
books in the summer and outline 
them so you can recall information

use chapter organization, headings and sub-
headings, bold print, summaries

use charts, graphs, timelines, pictures, etc.

highlight, underline, or star important ideas 
and keywords

use self-questioning as you read to make sure 
you understand the material 
(answer questions in the book!)

Listen to class discussion and ask questions

outline the chapter and then write a summary 
of it

focus on topic sentences, conclusions, and 
summaries

use Cliff Notes as a study guide (but you must 
read the material first)

use a card to guide your eyes as you read and 
to block out lines you are not 
reading

Watch the movie made from the book you are 
studying
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Math Strategies:
make sure you know how to work the problems 
(the computations can be checked)

use a calculator for multiplication facts

Work problems slowly, try to be neat, check 
computations you think you missed

turn lined paper sideways to create columns for 
your work

use a cover sheet so that only the problem you 
are working on shows

Strategies for Test Taking:
start reviewing early

make up questions you think will be on the test, 
ask for the test format, and use 
study guides

Learn essay-writing techniques and use them

Let someone quiz you, and quiz yourself

Make flashcards to study with: question, word, 
etc. on one side and the answer, definitions on 
the other side

use phonics, pictures, timelines, and 
movement to help remember information

Look over the whole test first (quickly)

focus on questions that are worth the most 
points; don’t blow off the 25-point 
essay!

Keep track of your time and get extended time 
if you need it

ask questions if you don’t understand

use relaxation techniques to calm down

take a brief time out if you get frustrated

try to view the test as a worksheet

ask the teacher to read it to you and let you tell 
her the answers

convince yourself you can do well, and give it 
your best shot

General Strategies:
stay positive

use your weekends to catch up

Go to the parent-teacher conferences and 
communicate your needs

try to get interested in school and cultivate an 
“I care about this” attitude

When you start to feel overwhelmed, get 
assistance

make an effort to communicate your needs to 
teachers and your parents in a 
positive way

don’t use your “Ld” as an excuse, but do get 
help.  You are not alone!

miscellaneous and random strategies that have 
helped some students:

Wear a rubber band on your wrist; snap it lightly 
when you realize your attention is 
wandering 

hold a small lego piece or piece of clay in your 
hand to manipulate as you focus 
on your teacher’s lecture

What are some of your own strategies?

Effective Coping Strategies for 
Adolescents:

appraise Life positively

    * think about the good things in your life
    * See the good things in a difficult situation
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    * Keep up friendships or make new friends
    * say nice things to others
    * Be close with someone you care about

time and task management

    *  focus and work hard to just get the work 
done

    *  plan (prioritize assignments, break work 
into smaller parts, pace self)

    * Focus on current assignments due first
    * organize (make “to do” list; schedule time)
    * take short breaks
    *  manage time (get up earlier; do work on 

bus)
    * Work with classmates on assignments
    * Work in study groups
    * acknowledge or celebrate tasks done

positive actions

    *  talk to parent (or other trusted adult) about 
what’s bothering you

    * spend time with family
    * talk to older sibling
    * Go to church or youth group
    * adopt a positive attitude
    * Laugh, joke, or make light of situation
    *  Remind self of future benefits of current 

course of study
    * stand by choices
    *  practice to do well on big tests, like fcat, 

psat
    * talk it out with person causing the problem

Ineffective Coping Strategies:

angrily express emotions

    * Get angry and yell at people
    * Blame others for what’s going wrong
    * say mean things to people; be sarcastic
    *  Let off steam by complaining to your 

friends or family members

attempt to handle problems alone

    * Be alone (shut self in room, read)
    * deny or ignore feelings of stress
    *  try to handle things on your own (keep 

thoughts inside)
    * obsess about workload
    *  physically or verbally explode (yell, swear, 

punch walls, fight)

stress is a condition that all individuals 
experience and gifted learners are no 
different. helping educate students about 
the importance of examining their individual 
responses to stress in positive, effective ways, 
is a contribution parents, teachers, and others 
can explore with children so they become 
aware of how they cope with challenges and 
how useful these efforts are in dealing with the 
complex world.

Adapted from “A Comparison of how gifted/
LD and average LD boys cope with school 
frustration” By M. R. Coleman, 1992, Journal 
for the Education of the Gifted, 15, copyright by 
the Council for Exceptional Children
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‘TOP 10’ TIPS FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
Used with permission
www.LD.org   national center for Learning 
disabilities by dr. sheldon h. horowitz 
www.92Y.org   director of professional services, 
ncLd

all students, including those with learning 
disabilities (Ld) are faced with a unique set of 
challenges as they approach the transition from 
high school to college. It is especially important, 
however, that students with Ld understand 
their strengths and weaknesses, and manage 
their transition to college by planning carefully 
and lining up the right kinds of services and 
supports essential to their success. 

The following is a ‘top 10’ list of ways for 
students with Ld to orchestrate a successful 
transition to college. and remember: 
self-insight, self-advocacy, flexibility and 
perseverance are all important factors in the 
transition process. 

1.  know your strengths and weaknesses 
and be able to share them with others. 

talking about your Ld in ways that can be 
understood by professors (and even fellow 
students) is very important. It’s best to assume 
that people are not familiar with the 
challenges posed by LD. Be sure to be specific 
about the nature of your Ld and the 
accommodations that will help you succeed. 

2.  Get to know the college campus and the 
resources and activities it has to offer. 

Knowing your way around campus can make a 
huge difference, especially at the start of your 
college career. Whether it’s scoping out the 
perfect nook in the library, finding the quickest 
route to the cafeteria, or locating the student 
support center and the campus health center, 
having a good sense about where things are in 
and around campus can save time and avoid 
confusion later on. and don’t forget to target 
the laundry room, late-night pizza places, and 
the campus book store while you’re at it. 

3.  Identify task demands or situations 
that could prevent you from achieving 
success. 

Lots of term papers? Long reading 
assignments? taking notes during a class 
lecture? preparing for quizzes and exams? 
these are not going away any time soon! Know 
what to expect in each of your classes, and 
make a special effort to discover any and all 
unexpected demands so you’re not surprised 
and overwhelmed when they arise. 

4.  Be proactive, anticipate problems and 
be prepared with solutions. 

make a wish list of the types of help you will 
need to be successful, and don’t waste any 
time putting them in place. for example: if 
you know that writing essays does not come 
easily, check out the campus Writing center 
(often very helpful, and almost always free of 
charge!) or get feedback from someone before 
submitting. You can also ask professors to 
review your work and provide comments before 
assigning a grade, allowing you to resubmit with 
corrections (most professors are more than 
willing to accommodate this request). If reading 
is an area of weakness, consider a subscription 
to recordings for the Blind and dyslexic or 
other sources that read texts aloud. 

5.  know where to go for help BEFORE you 
need it. 

on campus and off, there are lots of places you 
can turn to for help. parents, counselors and 
therapists, and friends are all possible sources. 
the key is not to wait until it is too late and you 
have to “catch up” with deadlines or use up 
valuable time figuring out the best source for 
help. 

6. keep your emotions in check. 
Getting upset or angry at yourself, professors, 
parents, or friends will drain energy and 
attention better spent getting work done. Being 
in a college environment means juggling all 
kinds of emotions, and there are times when 
this will seem like a monumental task. don’t 
be reluctant to seek help when sorting out your 
feelings! everyone needs someone to talk to, 
and you don’t earn extra points by suffering 
alone. 
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7.  Balance school demands and social 
time, without letting either one be all-
consuming. 

all work and no play is a prescription for 
exhaustion and aggravation. all play and no 
work is a fast road to failure in school (and in 
life!). set reasonable goals for yourself, make 
sure to devote enough time and attention to 
schoolwork, and rather than “winging it,” try 
to schedule down time to relax and be with 
friends. 

8.  Don’t forget to eat well and get enough 
sleep. 

an endless array of foods (some better than 
others) and all kinds of social distractions 
await you in college. don’t underestimate 
the importance of a healthy diet and getting 
enough rest. everyone’s internal clock for sleep 
is different. Some people do just fine with less 
sleep and frequent power naps. some people 
enjoy frequent snacks and small meals while 
others need more substantial meals on a 
regular basis. Know how you function best, and 
be thoughtful about building these important 
activities into your schedule. (and no, this is not 
a message from your mother!) 

9. Think and plan ahead. 
routines are worth their weight in gold during 
your college career. think about how you would 
like to spend your time, whether you prefer 
classes in the early hours or later in the day, 
clustered on a few days or spread throughout 
the week. do your best to organize your 
schedule accordingly. don’t wait until the last 
minute to speak to professors or submit class 
requests to avoid being closed out of your top 
choices. and to paraphrase the poet robert 
Burns, “the best-laid plans of mice and men 
often go awry.” routines are great, but when 
they need to be changed, try to rethink your 
needs and priorities without delay. (and again, 
don’t hesitate asking for help working out new 
options). 

10. Don’t assume! 
In high school, parents and teachers are 
monitoring your progress via report cards, 
reviewing Iep goals and other informal 

channels of communication. once you are in 
college, You are the one in charge! If you want 
something done, don’t wait for someone else 
to do it. and always follow up to ensure that it 
happens. 

for more information about these and other 
important topics, visit the Living with Ld section 
of ncLd’s web site at www.LD.org. 

© 2008 national center for Learning 
disabilities, Inc. all rights reserved. this 
publication is provided free of charge by ncLd. 
Wide distribution, with proper citation, is 
encouraged. 

student strategies for social 
Interaction

Friendships 
1.  If you like being on your own, be happy with 

your own company and don’t let anyone 
convince you that it is wrong.

2.  If you desperately want a friend or two then 
be selective and don’t try being popular by 
doing things that are alien to your nature.

3.  try to accept yourself for who you are and all 
your good points.

4.  Liking yourself is very important
5.  If you do want to blend in a bit more then 

you can make yourself look cool. Get a 
new haircut, dress in trendy gear that is 
comfortable.

Bullies 
1.  While at school, stay with friends or around 

other people, if you are being bullied.
2.  When approached by a group of bullies walk 

away or attract an adult’s attention.
3.  If you are being bullied, don’t be afraid to tell 

someone; tell an adult you can trust.
4.  If you are pushed, don’t push back. Walk 

away.
5.  If you are being teased, try to laugh and use 

humor and maybe the bully will lose interest.  
6.  If others are being bullied, provide support 

so they can walk away. don’t become a bully 
by inaction. 
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Dating 
1. try to be yourself
2.  shower and bathe regularly, brush your hair 

daily, clean your teeth
3.  talk to a person that you are interested in 

about their interests or their friends to find 
out likes and dislikes. 

4.  admit if you are interested in someone and 
say it might be fun to talk or hang out.

5.  Listen to people, wait for a turn, and do not 
interrupt them.

6.  Limit conversation about topics of particular 
interest if your friend is not interested. Watch 
for body language to indicate that they are 
ready to talk about something else.

7.  use some sense of humor. don’t be too 
serious.

8.  take a deep breath and ask if the person 
you are interested in wants to go to a movie. 
If you ask and they laugh or say no accept it 
and try again with another person. 

Moral musings 
If you have aspergers or any disability, you are 
different. different is cool! think how boring 
life would be if everyone looked and acted the 
same!
1.  the golden rule is a general policy to live by: 

do unto others as you would have them do 
unto you.  prejudge works both ways, having 
a disability doesn’t excuse one for being rude 
or hurting someone’s feelings.  

2.  don’t try to do things that seem unnatural to 
you to become popular or cover up for your 
disability. 

3.  don’t let anyone pressure you into having 
sex, if you are not ready or old enough. 

4.  Illegal drugs can kill you, don’t let anyone 
talk you into trying these things. 

5.  nicotine is very addictive, if you try one and 
like it it will be difficult to stop, so don’t start! 

Used with permission:  Jackson, Luke; 1988 Freaks, Geeks 
& Asperger Syndrome: A User Guide to Adolescence. 
Jessica Kingsley publishers, London and philadelpha.

tips that may help ease Your 
transition to adulthood

planning for your transition from adolescence 
to adulthood is one of the most important 
things you can do to pave the way to a 
successful future. In many states, special 
education transition planning and services 
begin when you are 14. from then on, you will 
start learning new skills. You will begin to take 
on more responsibility, and you will find new 
ways to find support.
It can be a challenge. depending on your 
disability, you may need to consider everything 
from post-secondary education to employment, 
from housing to finances. As you plan for the 
future, consider these tips to help build a 
successful transition.

1.  Help build your self-determination and 
self-advocacy skills. 

all young people should have a strong sense 
of their strengths, abilities, and interests. If 
students have a disability, they should also 
be aware of how it might affect them at work, 
in the community, and in their educational 
pursuits. transition is a wonderful time to 
explore how youth will talk about their disability 
in different settings and ask for any support or 
accommodation they will need.

2. Help develop your social outlets. 
social relationships and recreation are more 
than fun; they are important tools that help tie 
people into the community and provide a wider 
network of support. although social isolation 
can be an issue for many young adults with 
disabilities, transition planning that addresses 
opportunities for social relationships and 
recreation can build a bridge to success.

3.  Expand your network and explore 
community supports. 

as children with disabilities become adults 
with disabilities, they may need support from a 
variety of sources. start now to develop helpful 
networks for yourself. Who do you know in 
your family, social group, professional circle, 
religious community, or other sphere who 
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could help provide social, recreational, work, or 
volunteer experiences for you as a young adult? 
Look, too, at adults in the community who have 
the same disability as yourself to learn what 
kinds of supports they use.

4.  Make sure you register with Selective 
Service at age 18. 

all males including those with disabilities must 
register with selective service within 30 days 
of their 18th birthday. (exceptions are made 
for young men in institutional care.) failure to 
do so can affect a person’s ability to receive 
federal and state benefits, including student 
loans, job training, and government jobs. Learn 
more at http://www.sss.gov/.

5.  Explore post-secondary 
accommodations. 

students who receive academic programming 
and support in high school through 
Individualized education programs (Ieps) and 
504 plans will not automatically have the same 
support after they graduate. although post-
secondary institutions are required to provide 
reasonable accommodations to students with 
disabilities, they are not required to modify 
course work if it would substantially change 
program requirements. When you and your 
parents visit a prospective school, visit the 
campus’s Disability Services Office to
explore how to document your disability. 
ask if you can talk with other students and 
families about their experiences in this 
particular program. Inquire about what 
accommodations are available. In addition to 
note takers, extended time, and alternative 
testing environments, are there other, less 
common services offered? 

6. Investigate SSI programs. 
financial planning is an important part of 
transition. many people with disabilities 
are beneficiaries of Supplemental Security 
Income (ssI), a federal program that provides 
a monthly benefit check that can help pay for 
living expenses. a lesser-known program of 
ssI, called plan for achieving self- support 
(pass), may be helpful to some ssI recipients. 
It allows a person with disabilities to set aside 

income and resources in order to reach a work 
goal. these goals could include such things as 
enrolling in an educational or training program; 
obtaining supported employment; starting a 
business; or purchasing a vehicle to commute 
to work. pacer published parent briefs on ssI 
in conjunction with the national center for 
secondary education and transition (ncset). 
the briefs are available online at www.pacer.
org/publications/transition.htm. social security 
information on ssI is available at www.ssa.gov/
work/ResourcesToolkit/pass.html.

7. Build a résumé by volunteering. 
Many young people struggle to find work 
experiences that help them compete in the job 
market. Volunteering is a great solution. Young 
adults can gain skills and build a résumé that 
shows a prospective employer their abilities, 
initiative, and dedication to work. Volunteering 
can also help develop additional social skills, 
especially if it is done along with a parent, 
friend, or group of peers.

8. Learn “soft” employment skills. 
these include such things as being able to 
accept direction, ask for help, deal with conflict, 
and engage in interpersonal communication. 
they also include being prompt, having 
appropriate hygiene, and dressing properly for 
the workplace. an employer is more likely to be 
patient with an employee learning the technical 
aspects of a job if soft skills are in place. 
practice some of these skills at home prior to 
your job interview.

9. Plan for health care management. 
Like most people, young adults with disabilities, 
need to manage their health care and 
insurance. develop a clear plan on how to 
address health care needs once you reach 
adulthood. 

10. A resource to call is the PACER Center 
for further information and additional 
resources.  
the transition staff at pacer center can 
help you prepare for the adult world. trained 
advocates can help you understand your rights 
and find resources to help with all aspects of 
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transition. to speak with a transition expert, call 
PACER at (952) 838-9000. You may also visit: 
www.pacer.org/publications/transition.htm for 
online transition resources.

reprinted with permission from pacer center, minneapolis, 
MN,  (952) 838-9000.  www.pacer.org. All rights reserved.

For further information on secondary transition, the Idaho 
Transition Binder is available at www.itc.idahotc.com/dnn/st/
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Assessing and Advocating for Gifted 
Students: Perspectives for School and 
Clinical Psychologists

Printed with permission by Nancy M. Robinson

Because of our overriding concern with 
students who for various reasons are struggling 
in school, gifted students have become the 
special-needs group we serve least often 
and least well. and yet, the degree of their 
differences from the mean in learning pace 
and levels is as great as those of students 
seen as having a disability, and the variations 
within their own profiles of abilities are often 
greater. a psychologist skilled in assessing 
students in other groups can, with a modest 
amount of new knowledge about this group and 
about educational options for them, turn the 
same skills to assessing gifted students and to 
advocating for their needs.

When psychologists are asked to become 
involved with gifted students, usually the 
referrals have to do with admission to special 
programs and/or behavioral issues such 
as arrogance, impulse control difficulties, 
inattention, underachievement, responses to 
peer pressure, depression, and social isolation. 
psychologists can also assist with educational 
planning for students who are advanced, 
determine needed adjustments in the school 
curriculum, and identify the strengths and 
weaknesses of “twice-exceptional” students 
(gifted students with other kinds of special 
needs).

the components of a comprehensive 
assessment are described in this monograph, 
with full recognition that overworked school 
psychologists are unlikely to be able to meet 
this ideal. many tests developed for the age or 
grade of gifted students will fail to reflect their 
advanced abilities and skills. the psychologist 
needs to consider group versus individual 
testing (each has its place), the recency of 
the standardization, and the possibility of 
out-of-level testing. during testing, special 

consideration in obtaining basals and ceilings, 
as well as the effects of timing on performance, 
are also important. the reliability of ability tests 
is inversely correlated with the level of IQ, and, 
for this and a number of other reasons, the 
discrepancies among their abilities and skills 
are typically greater for gifted than non-gifted 
students.

Gifted students may also enter the assessment 
situation with some special personality issues 
such as a view of their ability as outside their 
control, which leads to fragility in the face of 
challenge, realistic anxiety about high-stakes 
testing, perfectionism and meticulousness 
and, on the other hand, such excitement 
about a challenge that they are reluctant to 
give up on difficult items. Testing highly gifted, 
testing the very young, and encountering the 
rare coached student are discussed, as well 
as issues concerning assessment of children 
from underserved minorities and/or ethnically 
isolated families. finally, we describe the 
ultimate joys of testing students who love 
adult company, are energized by challenges, 
maintain their focus, catch your jokes, “get” 
what you are asking them to do, let you in 
on their strategies, and sometimes give 
uncommonly original answers. furthermore, 
psychologists who are willing to advocate for 
change are likely to be rewarded by making a 
significant difference on behalf of the students 
and our society.

rEfErENCEs
robinson, n. m. (2002). assessing and 
advocating for gifted students: perspectives for 
school and clinical psychologists (rm02166). 
storrs, ct: the national research center on the 
Gifted and talented, university of connecticut.

conclusions
1.  Gifted children are one of the most poorly 

served groups in our schools. school 
psychologists and clinical psychologists are 
in a critical position to change this.

2.  Psychologists play a significant role in 
identifying such children and by advocating 

role of school psychologists
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use of the WIsc-IV for Gifted 
Identification
Copyright 2009 NAGC. Reprinted with 
permission of the National Association 
for Gifted Children. No further reprints or 
redistribution is permitted without the consent 
of NAGC. 

school districts use multi-faceted approaches 
to identify gifted students.  some states and 
districts employ comprehensive individual IQ 
tests as one of several identifiers.  The most 
popular of these is the Wechsler Intelligence 
Scale for Children, Fourth Edition (WIsc-
IV) (Lubin, Wallis & Paine, 1971).  Even in 
districts where IQ tests are not used in student 
selection, the WIsc-IV is often administered 
when the parents appeal the decision to deny a 
child services. 

also, for twice-exceptional children, the WIsc-
IV plays an important role in documenting the 

child’s giftedness and learning deficits, as 
well as revealing the giftedness of children 
with expressive, physical, or other disabilities.  
In prior versions of the Wechsler scales, the 
child’s full scale IQ score has been the primary 
determining factor in placement.  however, the 
full scale IQ score of the WIsc-IV often does 
not represent a child’s intellectual abilities as 
well as the General ability Index.  therefore, 
some guidelines for test interpretation are 
necessary. 

this position statement is designed for school 
psychologists, coordinators of gifted programs, 
teachers, and all professionals who determine 
placements based on IQ scores or design 
services based on a child’s strengths and 
weaknesses. It is also provided for parents so 
they can better understand the interpretation 
of their children’s scores. It is not intended to 
narrow the choice of tests in the selection of 
gifted students, but to broaden the guidelines 
for use of the WIsc-IV and prevents its use in a 

for changes in their experience that will 
support their optimal development.

3.  psychologists need to enhance their 
knowledge of such children, to take on an 
active advocacy role, and, in many instances, 
to serve as a school’s “resident expert” just 
as you are the expert in other matters that 
impinge on the development and behavior of 
children.

4.   Gifted children will not, as is too often 
assumed, “make it on their own”—or, if they 
do, they are unlikely to reach the heights of 
achievement and personal satisfaction that 
they could.
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way that is disadvantageous to gifted children. 
the WIsc-IV was standardized on 2200 
children, including caucasians, african 
americans, hispanics, asians, and others 
(a combined designation including native 
americans, alaskan natives, and other groups 
in the u.s.), in proportion to their distribution in 
the american population. parental educational 
levels and geographic regions were also 
proportionately represented. In concert with 
the publishers’ concerns for “suitability and 
Fairness,” greater flexibility is built into the 
administration of the WIsc-IV:  examiners are 
permitted to use appropriate substitutions 
of subtests when necessary for equitability 
(Wechsler, 2003). nevertheless, IQ tests 
should be interpreted cautiously for children 
from culturally and linguistically diverse 
backgrounds, and for all children, and should 
never be the only basis for exclusion from gifted 
programs.  In addition, all efforts should be 
made to accommodate linguistic diversity and 
test children in their native language.

the WIsc-IV introduces important structural 
changes that compromise the relevance of the 
full scale IQ score (fsIQ) for gifted children.  
the Verbal and performance IQ scores of 
earlier versions of the scale have been 
replaced by four composite/Index scores on 
the WIsc-IV: Verbal comprehension, perceptual 
reasoning, Working memory and processing 
speed.  the weight of processing skills in the 
full scale IQ calculation has doubled, with a 
consequent reduction in the weight assigned 
to reasoning tasks (verbal, visual-spatial and 
mathematical).  testers of the gifted know that 
abstract reasoning tasks best identify cognitive 
giftedness, while processing skills measures 
do not.  Gifted children with or without 
disabilities may be painstaking, reflective and 
perfectionistic on paper-and-pencil tasks, 
lowering their processing speed Index scores; 
to a lesser degree, they may struggle when 
asked to recall non-meaningful material (digit 
span, Letter-number sequencing), lowering 
their Working memory Index, even though they 
excel on meaningful auditory memory tasks 
that pique their interest.
 

as a result, a majority of gifted children show 
considerable variability in their composite/
Index scores on the WIsc-IV, a problem less 
often encountered in average children.  When 
this occurs, WIsc-IV full scale IQ scores for 
the gifted may be difficult to interpret and, in 
some cases, may be lowered sufficiently by 
processing skills to prevent gifted children from 
qualifying for needed programs.

It is recommended practice to derive the 
General ability Index (GaI) when there are large 
disparities among the composite/Index scores 
(flanagan & Kaufman, 2004; Weiss, saklofske, 
Prifitera & Holdnack, 2006).  Flanagan and 
Kaufman (2004), in Essentials of WISC-IV 
Assessment, deem the fsIQ “not interpretable” 
if composite scores vary by 23 points (1.5 
standard deviations) or more.  the GaI utilizes 
only scores from the Verbal comprehension 
and perceptual reasoning composites, not 
Working memory and processing speed.  If 
the Verbal comprehension and perceptual 
reasoning composite scores vary by less than 
23 points, “the GaI may be calculated and 
interpreted as a reliable and valid estimate of a 
child’s global intellectual ability” (p. 128).  use 
of the GAI takes on special significance with the 
gifted. Verbal comprehension and perceptual 
reasoning tasks are heavily loaded on abstract 
reasoning ability and are better indicators of 
giftedness than Working memory (auditory 
memory that is manipulated) and processing 
speed (speed on paper-and-pencil tasks).  
harcourt assessments, publishers of the WIsc-
IV, provides GaI tables on its website in support 
of similar use of the GaI when the variance 
between composite scores is both significant 
and unusual (see Technical Report #4).

In light of these circumstances, where 
comprehensive testing is available, naGc 
recommends that WIsc-IV full scale IQ 
scores not be required for admission to gifted 
programs.  Instead, the following guidelines are 
suggested:

When the WISC-IV is used for the identification 
of gifted students, either the General ability 
Index (GaI), which emphasizes reasoning 
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ability, or the full scale IQ score (fsIQ), 
should be acceptable for selection to gifted 
programs.  the GaI should be derived using the 
table provided in the harcourt assessments 
website (Technical Report 4)[http://
harcourtassessments.com/hai/Images/pdf/
wisciv/WIscIVtechreport4.pdf]

the Verbal comprehension Index (VcI) and 
the perceptual reasoning Index (prI) are also 
independently appropriate for selection to 
programs for the gifted, especially for culturally 
diverse, bilingual, twice-exceptional students 
or visual-spatial learners.  It is important 
that a good match be made between the 
strengths of the child and the attributes of the 
program. students who have special learning 
needs should be admitted to gifted programs, 
provided that there are other indications of 
giftedness and instructional modifications are 
made to fit the needs of the students.
 
Testers should consider whether flexibility 
in subtest choice is needed.  up to two 
substitutions of supplementary subtests for 
core subtests can be made on the WIsc-IV (in 
different composite areas), decided a priori.  
for example, the use of arithmetic, instead 
of digit span or Letter-number sequencing, 
may improve assessment of Working memory 
for gifted children who are not math phobic.  
arithmetic substitutes a meaningful memory 
task for one of the non-meaningful subtests, 
is heavily weighted for abstract reasoning 
ability, and can reveal mathematical talent.  
substitutions may also be considered for 
disabilities, such as using picture completion 
instead of Block design when testing a child 
with fine motor difficulties.

If these guidelines are followed, the WIsc-
IV offers an excellent reasoning test with a 
good balance between verbally administered 
abstract reasoning and language items and 
tasks that assess visual-spatial and nonverbal 
reasoning with visual prompts (minimal verbal 
explanation).  Visual items on the WIsc-IV 
offer reduced timing emphasis over those 
on the WISC-III, an advantage for reflective 

gifted children.  the entire WIsc-IV is a wise 
choice for the comprehensive assessment 
of gifted children, when Working memory 
and processing speed subtests are used 
diagnostically.  administering just the Verbal 
comprehension and perceptual reasoning 
sections (a total of six subtests), and 
calculating a GAI, is also a justifiable, shorter, 
and cost-effective alternative for selecting 
gifted students.
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School Psychologist Perspective

Did you know?

“one was spanked by his teachers for 
bad grades and a poor attitude. he 
dropped out of school at 16. another 
failed remedial english and came 
perilously close to flunking out of college. 
the third feared he’d never make it 
through school--and might not have 
without a tutor. The last finally learned 
to read in third grade, devouring marvel 
comics, whose pictures provided clues to 
help him untangle the words.

these four losers are, respectively, 
richard Branson, charles schwab, John 
chambers, and david Boies. Billionaire 
Branson developed one of Britain’s top 
brands with Virgin records and Virgin 
atlantic airways. schwab virtually created 
the discount brokerage business. 
chambers is ceo of cisco. Boies is a 
celebrated trial attorney, best known as 
the guy who beat microsoft.”

(http :1/money. cnn. corn/magazines/
fortune/fortune archive/2002/05/ 
13/322876/in dex. htm). 

 
Fortune magazine printed an article by Betsy 
morris, Lisa munoz, and patricia neering in may 
13, 2002 issue about four boys who presented 
challenges to their classroom teachers. 
 
these four boys grew into world-changing men 
and share a common diagnosis of dyslexia. 
today no one questions their giftedness. many 
challenged their academic abilities while yet in 
school. 
 
other people who were successful in later 
life—often in spite of their school experiences— 
include: 
 

•  temple Grandin, renowned animal scientist 
who invented humane livestock handling 
systems, is autistic. 

•  Bruce Jenner, olympic gold medalist in 
swimming. “I just barely got through school. 
the problem was a learning disability, at a 
time when there was nowhere to get help.” 

•  robin Williams, actor & comedian. refers to 
himself as “the poster child for add”. 

• John Cougar Mellencamp has spina bifida.

•  Jim eisenreich and mahmoud abdul-rauf are 
professional athletes, and both have tourette 
syndrome.

for more famous people with disabilities see 
www.disabled-world. com/artman/publish/
article_0060. shtml 
 
Definition 
Twice-Exceptional students are identified as 
gifted and talented in one or more areas of 
exceptionality (specific academics, intellectual 
ability, creativity, leadership, visual or 
performing arts) and also identified with a 
specific diagnosable condition [which may not 
yet be diagnosed] such as learning disability, 
mental health problems, neurological disorders, 
physical handicaps, or even asynchronicity that 
occurs due to the discrepancy between mental 
age and chronological age, which may or may 
not impede their progress in life.
 
three different subgroups of twice-exceptional 
students are described: 

(1)  students who have been identified as 
gifted yet are exhibiting difficulties in 
school;

(2)  students identified as having learning 
disabilities but whose exceptional 
abilities have never been recognized or 
addressed; and 

(3)  students in general education classes 
who are considered unqualified for 
services provided for students who are 
gifted or who have learning disabilities 
(Dawn 1998). 
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Characteristics 
these children were often noticed and tagged 
with labels such as: the absent-minded 
professor, lazy, not working up to potential, 
off in la-la land, flaky, and other equally 
deprecating descriptions (Weinbrenner, 2007).  
Baum and Owen (1988) describe gifted/LD 
students as uniquely persistent, and have 
individual interests, in spite of having lower 
academic self-efficacy. Twice-Exceptional 
students are often overlooked in school 
programs due to their ability to mask their 
disabilities with their giftedness. they may 
often perform like an average student despite 
observations of large vocabulary, abilities 
to do sophisticated mental math, or solve 
problems at levels beyond the abilities of their 
age peers. assessment results may indicate 
overall average abilities, while sub scales may 
show significant variability. The internal tension 
resulting from the discrepancy in abilities can 
precipitate negative behaviors from boredom, 
frustration, and depression to non-compliance, 
anger, and aggression. 

Best Practices 
thorough assessment is mandatory, as cursory 
or screening assessments often result in 
average performance indicators. attention 
to subscale scores, medical records, family 
history, and direct observations including 
interviews may reveal very different aspects of 
the individual student being assessed. here is 
an example of a thorough assessment process:

•  review of developmental, medical, 
behavioral, and family history.

•  review of report cards, teacher feedback, 
and results from any previous standardized 
testing.

•  assessment of cognitive abilities using 
comprehensive, standardized measures 
(including verbal and nonverbal abilities, 
working memory, and processing speed) .

•  assessment of academic achievement in the 
areas of reading, writing, and math. 

•  review of any already completed work that 
may be indicative of the child’s unique gifts 
or talents. this could include work samples.

•  Behavior checklists completed by parents, 
teachers, and student .

• clinical interviews.

•  standardized tests of visual and auditory 
attention. 

•  a more in-depth look at achievement in areas 
of suspected difficulty (e.g., reading fluency in 
expected cases of hidden dyslexia).

•  standardized tests of memory and learning 
when needed. 

adapted with permission from austin 
psychological assessment center, austin texas 
http://www.apacenter.com/gt-2e.asp. 

Missed and dual diagnoses 
missed diagnoses, or mis-diagnoses, can result 
in increasing frustration for twice-exceptional 
students. for example, in his practice as a 
clinical psychologist, James Webb (2005) 
has identified gifted children with ADHD, 
Ld, anger disorders, ideational and anxiety 
disorders, mood disorders, sleep disorders, 
allergies, asthma, and reactive hypoglycemia. 
According to Dabrowski’s theory (1964, 1967, 
1970, 1972), as intelligence increases over 
three standard deviations above average, 
personality traits emerge unique to the highly 
gifted population (over excitabilities). these 
traits are often mis-diagnosed as a pathological 
condition, rather than a common mark of highly 
gifted individuals (Silverman, 1993). Treating 
the gift as a disease may contribute to even 
more frustration in a developing gifted child. 
 
Programming 
programming requires attention to both the 
strengths and the disability of the student. It 
often requires placement in a gifted program 
as well as placement with a specialist or a 
person to work with academic remediation. 
the services of the school counselor are 
often needed due to the frustration and/or 
depression experienced by students who are 
twice-exceptional. programming suggestions 
include: 

•  Gain a better understanding of the child’s 
unique intellectual, academic, social, 
emotional, and behavioral needs 
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•  Identify the most appropriate educational 
environment for the child that will address his 
or her level of giftedness as well as specific 
area(s) of disability 

•  obtain useful strategies and recommended 
interventions tailored for the child based on 
his or her specific pattern of strengths and 
weaknesses 

•  obtain educational program 
recommendations for Gt program admission 

as well as special education and/or 504 
services and accommodations 

adapted with permission from austin 
psychological assessment center, austin texas 
http://www.apacenter.com/gt-2e.asp

L. Rogien: Educational Psychologist, School 
Psychologist

TWICE-EXCEPTIONALITy
Copyright 2009 NAGC. Reprinted with 
permission of the National Association 
for Gifted Children. No further reprints or 
redistribution is permitted without the consent 
of NAGC. 

psychologists who work in the area of special 
education sometimes refer to students with two 
disabilities as having a dual diagnosis, which 
may be considered to be twice-exceptional. 
In the field of gifted education, the more 
commonly used term for a gifted student with 
a co-occurring disability is “twice-exceptional 
learner”. This simple definition belies the 
complexity that underlies the multiple 
issues associated with twice-exceptionality. 
Whereas the concept itself is becoming 
more well-known both in and out of gifted 
education, professionals still are unsure of the 
prevalence of twice-exceptionality because 
no federal agency gathers base-rate data 
for this group of students. estimates made 
through various sources, such as the u.s. 
department of education, suggest that there 
are approximately 360,000 twice-exceptional 
students in america’s schools (national 
education association, 2006), making the 
call for awareness and understanding about 
twice-exceptionality critical for educators 
nationwide. this position paper is intended for 
all individuals who wish to know more about 
this important group of gifted learners so that 

their multifaceted educational and personal 
needs can be met and there is recognition that 
giftedness does not preclude the presence of a 
disability or vice versa.

In 1972, The Marland Report (U.S. Department 
of health, education, and Welfare) brought 
giftedness to the educational forefront; yet, 
there were no legal mandates associated with 
the Marland Report. In 1975, another federal 
initiative, Public Law 94-142, (re-named 
Individuals with disabilities education act 
[IDEA] in 1990), appeared on the educational 
landscape. a major accomplishment of 
this legislation was that it ensured that 
students with disabilities receive a free and 
appropriate public education (fape). current 
Idea legislation recognizes 13 disability 
categories: learning disability, speech/language 
impairment, mental retardation, emotional 
disturbance, hearing impairment, visual 
impairment, orthopedic impairment, other 
heath impairment, autism, traumatic brain 
injury, multiple disabilities, and deaf-blindness 
(u.s. department of education, 2007). among 
these 13 categories, this position paper will 
focus on three identified exceptionalities 
among gifted students with disabilities: Specific 
Learning disabilities (sLd); autism spectrum 
disorder (asd); and other health Impairments 
(OHI), which includes Attention Deficit 
hyperactivity disorder (adhd). those who are 
interested in learning more about the other 10 
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disability categories can learn more by visiting 
the u.s. department of education’s website: 
www.ed.gov.

despite the fact that the marland report 
and Idea were federal initiatives and both 
recognized that students were individuals 
with cognitive and academic differences who 
needed individualized attention, they remained 
disconnected. this changed with the 2004 
re-authorization of Idea (Idea-2004), which 
recognized through new regulations, that 
children who are gifted and talented may 
also have disabilities. this may seem to have 
been a move in a positive direction for twice-
exceptional students; however, there was 
another important change in Idea-2004 that 
focuses on the way in which all students could 
be identified for specific learning disabilities 
and has the potential to negatively impact 
twice-exceptional students.

the largest percentage of students 
(approximately 50% of all students with 
disabilities) is found in the category known 
as Specific Learning Disabilities (SLD). 
Identification of SLD traditionally relied upon 
a significant discrepancy between a student’s 
level of ability and achievement. this resulted 
in strong support to expand the identification of 
sLd procedures to include a procedure known 
as response to Intervention (rtI), which was 
more recently introduced to the field of specific 
learning disabilities (fuchs, mock, morgan & 
Young, 2003) and perceived as a correction to 
the “wait to fail” dilemma.

Briefly, the RtI approach to identifying learning 
difficulties is based upon an assumption that 
the classroom curriculum is broadly appropriate 
and that a student’s progress is monitored 
through daily class work. If the student is 
not making progress, then it is because an 
adjustment with the pedagogical process is 
needed. a special education evaluation that 
includes a comprehensive evaluation would 
be necessary only after classroom-based 
interventions are not successful (fuchs et 

al., 2003). This approach is beneficial for 
average or below average students because 
it eliminates the “wait to fail” process that 
resulted when students had to demonstrate 
a severe discrepancy between ability and 
achievement to obtain services. furthermore, 
rtI is believed to offer an advantage for 
average or below-average students because 
they receive interventions, whereas they may 
never qualify for assistance under an ability-
achievement discrepancy model. Likewise, 
gifted students who do not have a learning 
disability may benefit from the application of 
rtI to programming because an individualized 
approach to measurement of success within 
the curriculum could identify areas for 
academic acceleration and or enrichment.

The major flaw in the RtI approach is 
immediately apparent and is related to two 
inaccurate assumptions. The first wrong 
assumption is that the “broadly appropriate” 
classroom curriculum is a good match for a 
gifted student. the second wrong assumption 
is that the definition of failure for a gifted 
child is the same as the definition of failure 
for a child with average or below-average 
cognitive ability. the gifted student with a 
learning disability often times goes unnoticed 
in the classroom because performance with 
a broadly appropriate curriculum appears 
satisfactory to most educators. on the one 
hand, the “adequate” performance is the 
result of high cognitive ability, which allows 
for the student to compensate in a less-than-
challenging curriculum. on the other hand, 
the high cognitive ability is not fully realized 
because the disability prevents the student 
from fully expressing his or her talents (national 
education association, 2006; silverman, 
2003).

failure for a student who has cognitive ability 
that is one or more standard deviations 
above average is often missed because his 
“average” classroom performance appears to 
be “appropriate”; yet, in reality, the average 
performance actually represents a “failure to 
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thrive.” the level at which a student is expected 
to “thrive” is best determined through the 
process of a comprehensive evaluation that 
includes a cognitive ability test (assouline, 
foley nicpon, & Whiteman, in revision). If an 
individualized intelligence test is not available, 
then using an excellent group ability test 
can also be helpful as an initial indicator of 
cognitive ability if it produces an individualized 
profile that can reveal the possibility of learning 
difficulties.

A second category identified through IDEA is 
autism spectrum disorder (asd), which is a 
developmental disability that is characterized 
by severe communication difficulties, social 
impairments, and behavioral difficulties and 
intensities. the rate at which asd is diagnosed 
across the nation has grown substantially 
in the past 20 years, and prevalence varies 
by region (i.e., anywhere from 1 out of 81 
children to 1 out of 423 children; Individuals 
with disabilities act data, 2007). Increasingly, 
scholars and clinicians are recognizing that 
students with this developmental disability can 
also be cognitively and academically gifted. 
In fact, some broad characteristics of highly 
gifted children overlap with characteristics of 
students with asd (e.g., focused interest on a 
topic). It is, therefore, crucial that a diagnosis 
only be made by a professional who is familiar 
with giftedness and asd so that there is neither 
misdiagnosis, nor missed diagnosis (neihart, 
2008; Webb, amend, Webb, Goerss, Beljan, & 
olenchak, 2005).

as another example, determining whether a 
student who is demonstrating socialization 
problems such as difficulty making friends or 
engaging in conversation has these problems 
because he or she cannot find intellectual 
peers or because the student has asd is 
accomplished only through a comprehensive 
evaluation. such an evaluation must include 
an assessment of the student’s cognitive and 
academic skills, social-emotional status, and 
adaptive behavior. additionally, a psychologist 
should administer instruments developed 

specifically to determine the presence of ASD 
(Assouline, Foley Nicpon, & Doobay, 2009).  
Early identification is preferable as it facilitates 
the intervention process and increases the 
likelihood of improved functioning in various 
environments (national research council, 
2001).

A third category identified through IDEA is 
other health Impairments, which represents 
a broad category that includes, among other 
disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 
disorder (adhd). adhd is characterized by 
inattentive and/or impulsive and hyperactive 
behaviors that cause significant impairment 
in functioning. prevalence rate estimates 
are between 3 – 5% of the school age 
population (american psychiatric association, 
2000). therefore, even though adhd is one 
of the more commonly diagnosed twice-
exceptionalities, its prevalence is still relatively 
low. similar to asd, some characteristics of 
gifted learners overlap with characteristics 
of children with adhd, which can complicate 
diagnostic accuracy (Baum, olenchak, & owen, 
1998). For example, gifted students often show 
inattention symptoms in learning environments 
that are underchallenging, while students with 
adhd typically show inattention symptoms 
regardless of the environment. more recent 
empirical research confirms that high-ability 
students can and do have diagnoses of adhd, 
and that their school performance difficulties, 
behavioral presentation, and family history of 
an adhd diagnosis is very similar to average 
ability students with adhd (antshel, et al., 
2007). It is therefore critical that diagnosticians 
become aware of the characteristics of adhd 
and how they can uniquely present among the 
gifted population (Kaufmann & castellanos, 
2000) in order to prevent missed diagnosis or 
misdiagnosis (Webb et al., 2005).

Best practice necessitates a comprehensive 
evaluation that includes as much information 
as possible about a student’s cognitive and 
academic profiles, as well as information 
about the student’s social-emotional and 
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behavioral presentation. this means that 
educators should draw upon the multiple kinds 
of professional expertise available, including 
results from standardized tests, curriculum-
based assessment scores, and completion 
of behavioral surveys and parent interviews, 
as well as formal observations, which are 
critical to making an accurate diagnosis and 
generating appropriate recommendations. 
only a comprehensive evaluation can lay 
the groundwork necessary for creating an 
educational environment where the twice-
exceptional student thrives in his or her 
areas of strength and receives appropriate 
accommodations for the disability. In 
searching for an accurate diagnosis for the 
student, parents and educators should seek 
professionals (e.g., psychiatrists, psychologists) 
who are, at a minimum, familiar with the 
diagnostic complexities involved in working with 
twice-exceptional learners so that misdiagnosis 
and missed diagnosis are avoided. 
psychologists should be able to read and 
interpret unique patterns of test data so that 
they accurately identify and promote children’s 
high abilities and talents. they also need to be 
attuned to the possibility that a student could 
have more than one diagnosis; for example, 
students with asd in many cases struggle with 
written language to the extent that they have 
a co-morbid diagnosis of SLD. Qualifications 
to make a diagnosis of a sLd vary by state. 
some states allow specially-trained educational 
consultants to make such a diagnosis; others 
require that a psychiatrist or psychologist make 
the diagnosis. With respect to asd or adhd, 
licensed mental health professionals have the 
necessary training to make accurate diagnoses.
For many years, educators in the field of gifted 
education have advocated that a disability 
does not preclude the presence of giftedness 
and, increasingly, researchers are generating 
evidence-based practices for working with 
twice-exceptional students. for example, 
assouline, foley nicpon, and huber (2006) 
provided suggestions for working with twice-

exceptional students, three of which are listed 
below:

1.  a review of student’s school records can 
reveal a pattern of academic strengths and 
weaknesses that warrants further evaluation. 
Look specifically for evidence regarding 
talent areas and possible vulnerabilities. this 
requires a collaborative effort among regular, 
special, and gifted educators, as well as with 
special support personnel such as school 
psychologists or school counselors.

2.  social-emotional concerns for twice-
exceptional students must be evaluated 
and developed as a focus of the educational 
plan to ensure students’ positive adjustment 
and long-term success. development of self-
awareness of strengths and weaknesses 
is especially important to the academic 
success of a twice-exceptional student. 
twice-exceptional students will typically 
benefit from support groups, both inside and 
outside of the schools setting.

3.  university-based talent searches offer 
subject-specific ways of discovering bright 
students who might otherwise be overlooked 
through traditional gifted and talented 
programs, especially programs that use a 
composite score to determine eligibility for 
gifted programming.
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role of school counselors 

School Counselors Light Up the  
Intra- and Inter-Personal  Worlds of  
Our Gifted
Reprinted with permission by Cynthia Marie-
Martinovich Lardner

creative, talented and gifted children, broadly 
defined as the top 16% of the bell curve 
(Silverman, 2002a), often find few programs, 
elusive funding and few specially trained 
professionals. one reason gifted children 
have special needs is that they develop 
asynchronously, or unevenly.  a child may soar 
in his or her ability to intellectually comprehend 
matters far exceeding their chronological 
age, while the necessary development has 
yet to occur as to enable them to process the 
same matter emotionally. annemarie roeper 
advocated that gifted children are integrated 
for who they are and society needs to accept 
them without assigning yet another label.
 
Kazimierz dabrowski, a polish psychologist and 
psychiatrist, developed a hierarchical theory 
of personality development called the theory 
of positive disintegration (tpd).  regardless of 
giftedness, a term not specifically defined in 
dabrowski’s work, children prone to advanced 
personality development often exhibit “over-
excitabilities” (“oes”)  (tillier, 2001).  these 
OEs can be found in five realms:  psychomotor, 
sensual, emotional, imaginative and 
intellectual.  over time, these oes or intensities 
have become regarded as possible indicators 
of giftedness (Webb, 2000; Webb, 2001).  the 
earliest proponent of applying oes to identify 
the gifted was psychologist michael piechowski, 
one of dabrowski’s original students  
(mendalgio, 2002). While every gifted child 
may not exhibit each oe, gifted children almost 
always exhibit higher-than-average intellectual 
and emotional intensities.
  
dabrowski called having high levels of 
intensities the “tragic Gift” (tillier, 2001).  to 
the unsophisticated observer, these intensities 

might be perceived as psychopathological 
rather than indicators of a strong potential 
for advanced personality development.  the 
intensity of the gifted has, unfortunately, 
resulted in some highly gifted individuals 
being improperly labeled as severely mentally 
disabled due to an inappropriate assessment 
(funk-Werblo, d., personal communication to 
susan Grammers, 2001).

In reality, gifted children are not inherently 
more at risk than their non-gifted peers for 
developing psychopathology as defined by 
the dsm.  as to dsm diagnosis, only mood 
disorders appear with greater frequency within 
the creatively gifted population.  despite 
the many myths, there exists no hard data 
that gifted individuals, absent extenuating 
circumstances, are more likely to commit 
suicide, use drugs or drop out than the 
population at large (Delisle, 1986). 
   
one area in which the gifted have been 
identified as being at risk is in the domain 
of learning disabilities and attention deficit 
disorder.  In 2002, silverman (2002a) 
presented study results reflecting a sample 
of 4,000 children tested over a 22-year 
period by her and her colleagues.  the study 
concluded that up to one out of six children 
studied had a learning disability, attention 
deficit disorder or other neurological condition.   
While this number may be higher or lower in 
a different sample population, it remains a 
significant potential area of risk (Silverman, 
2002a). unfortunately, to the untrained, such 
disabilities – termed a dual-exceptionality or 2e 
- often go undiscovered and unaddressed.   a 
spin-off of this problem is when a 2e child 
crafts his/her own compensatory strategies 
thereby masking their gifts. even the youngest 
gifted children are so sophisticated that they 
develop their own compensatory skills allowing 
them to function at least as average in the 
traditional classroom. 

When gifted children have unmet or 
unrecognized needs, when they do not 
feel accepted and or are isolated, when a 
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sense of universality or normalcy is absent, 
when appropriate educational and social 
opportunities are lacking, where there is 
introversion and internalizing, and when there 
are cultural or language barriers, the risk level 
increases  (moon, niehart, reis & robinson, 
2002). regardless of whether a gifted child is 
intense, has unmet or unacknowledged needs, 
has a learning disability, is asynchronous or 
even has a neurological condition, intervention 
is necessary.  early intervention might 
inoculate this group from some potential risks 
or minimize others.  unfortunately, there is 
not enough research on every possible risk 
and each risk needs to be evaluated on a 
case-by-case basis.  (moon, niehart, reis & 
robinson, 2002).  counselors should either 
obtain training enabling them to identify 
and work with this population, or to cultivate 
a basic understanding of characteristics 
indicative of giftedness and then refer them 
to a specialist.  counselors choosing to work 
with gifted children should be proactive, 
prevention-oriented and capable of being 
challenged by what others might regard as a 
recalcitrant or temperamental child.  prevention 
builds resilience, social skills and self-efficacy.  
Furthermore, as most children’s difficulties 
arise from group interactions, they are also 
best solved in groups. (corey 2004).  Working 
with gifted children in a group setting presents 
a further opportunity for counselors to identify, 
resolve or even prevent problems.

silverman (2003) opined that the optimal time 
to reach out to all gifted children is upon their 
entrance into formal education: 

Many gifted children receive a good foundation 
for self-esteem within their families. Then 
something happens: they meet other 
children. By the age of five or six, openness 
and confidence are frequently replaced with 
self-doubt and layers of protective defenses. 
Being different is a problem in childhood. 
Young children—even gifted ones—do not 
have the capacity to comprehend differences. 
They have difficulty understanding why other 
children do not think the way that they do. They 

equate differentness with being “strange” or 
unacceptable, and this becomes the basis of 
their self-concept.

(silverman, 2000).  this is a terribly oppressive 
experience for children.  It is exacerbated 
by the fact that, in most school systems, 
identification of the gifted, and for that matter, 
learning disabilities, does not occur until 
third grade when standardized tests are first 
administered.  By then, many gifted children 
have learned that, in order to gain social 
acceptance, it is best to hide their gifts or 
to “dumb down”.  these children may lose 
their drive to learn or to display their abilities, 
at least while in the school environment, 
thereby resulting in under-achievement.  a 
few of the many reasons cited for under-
achievement are a fear of failure or success, 
being either unaccepted or unsupported by 
peers, having undetected learning disabilities 
or, most importantly, being placed in an 
educational setting that does not generate 
opportunities for taking calculated risks, 
building resiliency, developing effective study 
skills and experiencing socially acceptable 
competitiveness.  (silverman, 2004).
  
these are not new problems or challenges.  It is 
one born of a long history of teachers receiving 
nominal formal education in giftedness and 
little, if any, related in-service training in 
addressing the academic, social and emotional 
needs of the gifted.  even a teacher well-
trained in gifted pedagogy may find it difficult 
teaching a differentiated curriculum to a 
socio-economic, culturaly and racially diverse 
classroom in which there exists a 70 and, in 
extreme circumstances, a 100-point IQ spread.  
meeting children’s intellectual needs at either 
end of the bell curve — plus those who are 2e 
or even 3e — requires extensive differentiated 
curriculum.   the outliers at either end of this 
IQ range may also complicate meeting the 
social and emotional needs.  as a result, the 
average classroom is not the ideal environment 
to identify a gifted student, let alone one who 
is underachieving, “dumbing down”, learning 
disabled or socially isolated.  In fact, it is more 
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likely that the “bright” children will be viewed 
as gifted, and the gifted viewed as problematic 
(Szabos, 1989). 
 
for these children, and all other gifted children, 
counselors can provide sorely needed support 
in the public and private school sectors.  to 
date, both gifted children and adults have been 
under-served by the counseling profession.   
the problem begins in our graduate schools in 
which counseling students currently receive no 
standardized instruction in the unique needs 
of the gifted. the council for accreditation 
of counseling and related educational 
programs (cacrep) is currently reviewing and 
updating its accreditation standards for 180 
graduate counseling programs to hopefully 
require that giftedness be taught commencing 
in or after 2008.   school counselors are 
currently required to take only one class in 
psychopathology and none specifically related 
to psychopharmacology or learning disabilities.   
the current curriculum is the product of the 
traditional role of the school counselor, which 
is to offer guidance, be supportive and promote 
personal growth, and assist with career and 
college choices.
  
this historical pattern need not continue. 
With proper training, “counseling in schools 
can be envisioned as either remedial or 
developmental. In remedial counseling, the 
emphasis is on problem-solving and crisis 
intervention. With this approach the counselor 
is a therapist who helps correct problems. In 
developmental counseling, the counselor also 
has a therapist role, but the primary function 
is to establish an environment in school that 
is conducive to the educational (cognitive 
and affective) growth of gifted students” 
(colangelo, 2002). counselors can become 
more cognizant of gifted students’ unique 
needs by attending conferences, taking on-
line coursework, reading journals and other 
written material, watching videos and observing 
or assisting at a private school or camp for 
gifted children.  Learning about the gifted will 
empower counselors to understand the gifted 
are no different than any other potentially at-

risk population. By employing basic rogerian 
skills, such as unconditional positive regard 
and being congruent, they can support gifted 
children in the educational setting, regardless 
of whether they too are gifted.  In this regard, 
it is important to mention Gardner’s theory of 
multiple intelligences.  even if a counselor is 
not intellectually gifted, it is almost a certainty 
that having made it through a rigorous 
academic graduate program, the counselor will 
possess strong gifts in the interpersonal and 
intrapersonal realms.

this position is endorsed by the national 
association for Gifted children’s (naGc) 
counseling and Guidance division.  the naGc 
(2003) found that a partial solution to the 
impediments and lack of supportive personnel 
in the school setting can be found by cross-
training counselors to work with the gifted. 
More specifically, the NAGC concluded that:

1.  Identifying very young gifted children may 
preclude the need for later counseling 
services; 

2.  counseling is effective with gifted middle 
childhood students; and

3.  There are specific techniques that are known 
to benefit gifted students, including “…use 
of earliest recollections, music therapy, 
family systems therapy, Gestalt psychology, 
control theory applications, Bruner’s growth 
principles, dabrowski’s theory applications, 
group dynamics, structured guidance 
intervention, biofeedback, and intermediate 
strategic intervention.”

Based on its findings, the NAGC recommends 
that school districts “…designate one full-time 
counselor per school dedicated to meeting 
the affective and counseling needs of gifted 
adolescents. this counselor is responsible 
for group and individual interventions for 
adjustment and motivational difficulties, 
career counseling, and college placement/
guidance for all identified gifted and high 
talent students in the school.”  another full-
time counselor should be designated to 
conduct regularly scheduled group affective 
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sessions with both elementary and middle 
school children. counseling gifted children, 
from a group perspective, should focus on a 
proactive, preventative role (naGc, 2003).  for 
instance, group sessions would allow children 
to express themselves and find other children 
having similar views, interests and feelings, 
thereby negating perceptions of being “odd” 
or “different” and fostering universality.  this 
type of counseling intervention reduces 
the possibility of at-risk children developing 
emotional problems requiring professional 
intervention in the middle school years.

A critical secondary benefit of discussion 
groups is promoting social affiliation. Initial 
contacts made in discussion groups may grow 
into genuine relationships that continue into 
the child’s everyday world. andrew mahoney 
(2003) stated that there are “four constructs” 
in counseling gifted children starting with 
validation, affirmation, affiliation and affinity.  
mahoney (2003) noted:

In affiliation, secondary relationships (i.e., 
peers, siblings, colleagues, etc.) become 
highlighted. These relationships enhance 
the individuation of the self by encouraging 
separation from the family of origin and from 
the parent. In this way, affiliation supports 
individuation and the development of a healthy 
and whole self. Included in this process is 
recognition of the need for belonging and 
feeling that “who I am” has a place and 
meaning. Gifted affiliation provides a forum 
in which individuals are appreciated and 
accepted for their uniqueness. For example, 
with appropriate affiliations, a gifted child will 
not have to deny their giftedness in order to 
make friends. 

Mahoney (1998) cites the following example:

counseling groups offer one form of 
socialization. david never had the opportunity 
to talk to a peer about how badly the kids 
made fun of the things he said. By joining a 
counseling group of highly gifted 8- to 10-year-

old boys, david began to understand how to 
deal better with the kids at school. he found 
the group to be a place of safety and support 
that enabled him to survive in his world.

By reaching out to gifted children in a genuine, 
sensitive manner, employing unconditional 
positive regard, a counselor can support gifted 
students as they develop, maintain or enhance 
their self-concept.  self-concept, or one’s own 
perception of self, arises from both internal and 
external factors.  self-concept is an emotional 
gauge of emotional affect and motivational 
level. the end product is self-worth (hoge and 
Renzulli, 1991).

throughout the educational process, renzulli 
and Hoge (1991), in a paper published by the  
national research center on the Gifted and 
talented (nrc/Gt),  concluded that gifted 
students  retain an enhanced academic self-
concept throughout their education.   When 
tested at the 5th, 8th and 10th grade levels, 
academic self-concept was slightly higher in a 
regular classroom than in a magnet program. 
Renzulli identified two variables that might 
alter self-concept.  first, labeling a child seems 
to positively affect self-concept.  second, 
moving a child from a regular classroom to a 
magnet program resulted in a decline in self-
concept.  some variability was noted in the 
program-focused studies (hoge & renzulli, 
1991).  Colangelo and Assouline (1995, 2000), 
in a later study also published by the nrc/Gt 
which focused on children with  IQs exceeding 
160, concluded that at the elementary school 
level improper placement will precipitate a 
noticeable decrease in interpersonal self-
concept.   It is important to recognize that, 
if given the opportunity, children at this 
level could complete the entire elementary 
curriculum in one year.

for all gifted children, by or in high school, 
self-concept and interpersonal skills decrease, 
while anxiety and isolation increase.  for 
some gifted children, self-concept relative to 
peer relations diminished as they progressed 
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through school. (colangelo & assouline, 
1995, 2000). “Positive self-concept can be 
correlated with challenge-seeking, willingness 
to do hard work, take risks, and effectively 
evaluating personal performance.” (neihart et 
al., 2002).  “Learning to cope internally and 
respond to others makes all the difference, as 
emotional intelligence, not IQ, is the dominant 
factor in predicting overall success”  (Lardner, 
2004). By working with the gifted in the school 
setting, counselors nurturing universality 
and affiliation, can boost self-concept and 
self-efficacy thereby increasing emotional 
intelligence.
  
once a school counselor establishes an 
expertise in giftedness and a rapport with 
the gifted children, the counselor can then 
branch off to provide other needed support 
services.  two areas where support services 
could be delivered would be by providing 
in-service training to teachers and other 
professionals, and modeling effective skills 
in the classroom that benefit the gifted, as 
well as the classroom as a whole.  If these 
services are accepted, a counselor may 
then find teacher-initiated consultation 
occurring. Caplan (1970) provided one of the 
more popular definitions of consultation, by 
stipulating that consultation is both a voluntary 
and nonhierarchical relationship between 
two individuals who are professionals from 
differing occupations, such as a counselor and 
a teacher.  consultation is most successful 
when initiated by the consultee, in this case, 
the teacher, for the purpose of solving a work-
related issue.  (robinson, 2002).
  
another area in which counselors may become 
involved is consulting with parents, sending 
home information and hosting informal and 
interactive parent and family groups.  this 
starts a positive holistic process whereby the 
teachers’, the counselors’, the parents’ and, 
most of all, the children’s self-concept and self-
efficacy are all enhanced. 
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part 3:  parent perspectIVe

Introduction
Given appropriate support at home, at school, 
and in the community, children with twice -
exceptionalities will not only survive, but will 
also grow to be healthy, happy and successful 
human beings. 

parenting a child who is twice-exceptional 
presents unique and interesting challenges.  as 
one can imagine, dealing with a child who falls 
outside the norm requires a reserve of patience 
and a willingness to be flexible.  A parent may 
observe exaggerated inconsistencies in a child 
who possesses both heightened potential and 
heightened challenges.

John loved to learn.  He loved school 
and had interest in about every course 
available in his junior high and high 
school.  His dream was that he would 
be able to take a multiple choice or 
T/F test before a course started and 
hopefully test out with at least a C or D.  
Then with all the pressure off, he would 
be able to dig in and learn everything 
he could get his hands on during the 
course.  The demand for multiple papers 
and projects and the importance put 
on testing caused great anxiety which 
impacted John’s ability and stole his joy 
of learning.

 — Idaho parent of a  
twice-exceptional child

Life with a twice-exceptional 
child: three parent perspectives

Jumping into Twice-Exceptional Trenches
by a Mom of a Twice-Exceptional Child

my relationship with an Idaho school district is 
just developing.  I’m coming in with a positive 

mindset, yet I have many concerns.  after two 
years in a very sound private school followed by 
two years in a rigorous public charter school, 
my fourth grader is worn to a frazzle, chock-full 
of anxiety, emotionally compromised to the 
point that a huge allotment of energy (his and 
mine) is required for basic functioning, for the 
simple act of attendInG school.  Is there even 
anything Left to devote to learning?

for me as a mother, there had better be.  I 
have to learn all about something called twice- 
exceptional.  I hope there’s a thrice-exceptional 
and a quad-exceptional, because I think we 
might be that.  I have to learn about learning 
disorders and ways to work around them, 
education law and 504s and Ieps.  I have to 
learn politically correct ways of saying things so 
I can communicate effectively with educators, 
doctors, and psychologists and advocate for my 
son like a mother possessed, while offending 
no one.  nobody wants to help “one of those 
mothers.”  

I have to learn to navigate the school system, 
how to contact people who are so busy helping 
other people’s kids they can’t answer the 
phone.  I have to learn not to look with envy, 
like a parched sojourner in a desert, at families 
whose children go to school and come home 
with seeming effortlessness.   the emotional 
pain renders me ineffective, and I must keep 
myself focused on finding a way for my son.  I 
have to learn new ways of responding to my 
child so we can try to untangle this morass of 
jungle vines that has surrounded him, that is 
choking him. 
 
my son is “falling out” of school.  I can’t point 
fingers.  I’m the mom.  I’m on the front lines.  
funny, my dream for him was to be “aVeraGe.” 
now we learn he’s “exceptIonaL.”  I knew 
life for the gifted meant often feeling like an 
outsider, seeing an overwhelming number 
of possibilities in any given situation, and 
trying to balance huge potential for success 
with an equally huge fear of failure.  Gifted 
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children have a long way to fall.  and yet here 
we are, not simply gifted or exceptional, but 
tWIce?????  tWIce-exceptional?

my dream for my son now is to feel safe.  how 
will he learn if he doesn’t feel safe?  Is he safe 
on the playground or simply an easy mark 
because he’s so sensitive about not fitting 
in that he won’t report offenses?  and all the 
while his enormous sense of justice versus 
injustice--something his giftedness affords him-
- is screaming and dying inside.  he is caught in 
a conundrum, with his gifted intellect and his 
immature fourth grade self putting a strangle-
hold on his emotions.

Is he safe in the classroom, where he knows 
his pencil-to-paper output matches that of 
the weakest students?  and everyone knows 
it?!  I dream of a teacher vigilant in defending 
the individual and in protecting the privacy 
of test scores and daily mad minute math 
accomplishments.  actually, I dream of a 
teacher who isn’t all that invested in the mad 
minute, but who really wants to come alongside 
me to figure out why my son can’t retain math 
facts and freezes up—sometimes on simple 
addition problems—when he understands 
algebraic concepts.

Like so many educators, I made the mistake of 
thinking academic rigor was just the thing for 
my very bright child.  I knew that to be always 
succeeding but never striving, never having to 
work at it, was not a good preparation for adult 
life.  I took the warning signs casually.  Lots of 
kids don’t like school.  Lots of boys have trouble 
with the fine motor challenges of writing.  He 
seemed to be succeeding academically, even 
if he did have to stay in recesses to finish his 
creative writing, stories that likely were not 
nearly as elaborate on paper as they were in his 
mind once he learned the cost of big ideas can 
be missing out on free time.

Later I thought, “at least the emotional 
meltdowns are happening at home and not at 
school.  at least they’re not affecting his school 
day.”  and then one day my son explained that 
at school, he just melted down on the inside, 

sometimes three times a day.  

his gifted sense of propriety and of the value 
of an education kept him laboring in the 
emotional pressure cooker of the classroom, 
where sensory stimulation, complex social 
relationships, public displays of progress (or 
lack of it), a nearly frantic pace to prepare for 
Isats and IrIs, and the discrepancy between 
his intellect and his performance always 
pushing like a thumb in his back, or a gun in his 
back, finally made him able—able despite his 
sense of propriety and the value of education-
-to fall out of school, to resist the cajoling, the 
nagging, the reward systems, all of it.  to fall 
apart, to fall out of school, seemed the only 
safe choice for his bright, charming, eager 
mind.

these are all the things that make me 
concerned.  That we might find help and 
support in this school district that wasn’t 
available in the smaller venues from which 
we come gives me hope.  That we might find 
a teacher and a system willing to work at 
ferreting out what makes my son tick, willing to 
recognize the effort he makes to get what’s in 
his mind onto paper, unwilling to assume he’s 
getting by because he’s a wheel that would 
rather not come to school than be the wheel 
that squeaks--that would be LIfe chanGInG.  

Can you help?  Can you find a way to educate 
my son’s strengths, to support or remediate or 
ameliorate his struggles, to nourish a withered 
self-esteem, and to invest in making him truly 
safe so that learning can happen?  that’s all I 
want.  that’s what my son needs.

Planting Both Feet into One World
By a Mom of a Twice-Exceptional Child

parenting a child who is twice-exceptional 
can be a very isolating and exhausting 
experience.  parents of these inconsistent, 
struggling children are often caught up in 
their own extended grieving process. (this 
may be why some parents seem adversarial 
toward educators at times.)  they may deal 
with an ever-present stress resulting from 
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constantly advocating for their child’s unique 
and changing needs, while working to maintain 
balance in the child’s life.  

typically prescribed consequences and 
interventions do not always work for this 
atypical child.  It can be a daunting task to 
try to communicate this phenomenon to 
professionals who may have a difficult time 
understanding or believing otherwise.

many families living the experience of twice- 
exceptionality also tend to struggle to gain 
a sense of wholeness in their world. these 
families may partially identify with the group 
called “parents of  gifted children” or with the 
group called “parents of children with special 
needs,” but they can end up feeling fractured 
and confused because they do not truly fit into 
either group. many parents long for a world 
where they can plant both feet; a world that is 
well-defined and has built-in helpful systems 
with specific school programs, formal support 
groups, and professionals who understand 
a person can be simultaneously gifted while 
having learning challenges.  

although it has been said parenting is the most 
difficult job you’ll ever have, having a child who 
is twice-exceptional feels exceptionally trying. 
this is not to say that there are no rewards or 
happy times in the families of twice-exceptional 
children. there are.

twice-exceptional children grow up to be twice-
exceptional adults. their gifts and talents 
provide us with laughter, music, art, literature, 
love, new ways of viewing the world and 
ourselves, new inventions, cures, and so much 
more! think about it. What would the world be 
like without the likes of thomas edison, eleanor 
roosevelt, howard hughes, rockefeller, Jim 
eisenreich, albert einstein, mozart, abraham 
Lincoln, robin Williams, samuel Johnson, paul 
orfalea, Barbara Jordan, Will rogers, Jonathan 

mooney and many others?

Seeing the Whole Child
By a Mom of a Twice-Exceptional Child

there is so much to celebrate about raising 
or teaching a twice-exceptional child. In her 
“Broken dreams” article (2e: twice-exceptional 
newsletter, June 2005), Wendy hendrich, 
educator and president of the Learning curve 
of Wisconsin, Inc., wonders why then, there is 
so much contention in meetings with school 
personnel and families. she talks about the 
intimidation a parent must feel in one of these 
meetings as she attempts to put herself in their 
shoes. ms. hendrich attributes the feeling of 
intimidation to the number of people attending 
the meeting, the personal information in the 
reports and the complexity of the reports. 
“It takes a professional, empathetic, child-
centered school team to help calm the nerves 
of family members who attend these most 
important meetings.”

Wendy hendrich’s article brought tears to 
my eyes as I read it. finally, someone put 
into words what I was unable to. I related to 
the fear for my child’s future, the feeling of 
being judged, the belief that my child was 
not understood, but mostly feeling that I was 
alone in a broken dream. I searched the “guide 
books” for answers to educate the educators 
to convince them to look at my whole child 
and not just his quirks. accommodations were 
key to his success. I second-guessed myself 
frequently; was I hovering or helping? the child 
I would see after a long day in school, is not 
the child the educators saw. he would release 
at home what he held in all day at school in his 
attempts to survive or fit in.  I spent much time 
and money trying to “fix” him. Zero Tolerance 
policies at school got in the way of any 
teachable moments or means of understanding 
my son.
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It is truly a blessing when you find a school 
with administrators, teachers, counselors, 
staff and students who see the talents and 
strengths in your child, and who are welcoming, 
non-judgmental, and enjoy the challenge 
of finding creative, flexible ways to provide 
an environment whereby your child soars 
academically and learns social skills that will 
take him/her far in life. 

parenting twice-exceptional 
students toward success
(adapted from the colorado Introductory resource Book 
used by permission from the colorado department of 
education)

as the parent of a twice-exceptional child, you 
may feel the need for an instructional guide 
for raising your unique student. But, as we 
know, no child comes complete with an owners 
manual. the following are guidelines and tips 
for parenting twice-exceptional children and 
advocating for them.

Parenting
•  educate yourself regarding your child’s 

diagnosis or concerns. What are her needs? 
What are his strengths? Who can help? What 
options are available?

•  provide access to needed remediation and 
therapy. Be careful not to attempt to “fix” your 
child. accept him for who he is and where he 
is in his development.

•  create a home environment that focuses on 
your child’s strengths and encourages his 
interests.

•  If your child seems depressed, dislikes 
school, underachieves, or develops behavior 
problems, communicate your child’s 
problems and needs to the school and seek 
professional consultation.

•  seek out parent support groups in your 
community or state.  consider starting a local 
parent group.

•  remember that the role of parent changes as 
the child’s environment and age changes.

•  equate success with effort, not ability, and 
view mistakes as a valued step in

   learning.

•  Have confidence in your instincts, knowledge 
and decisions. You know your child better 
than anyone else. 

Education
•  Investigate a variety of educational settings 

to find a good match for your child.

•  Work in partnership with the school to 
identify your child’s learning and/or social/
emotional issues and develop a suitable 
educational plan (see appendix VI).

•  consider alternatives (i.e. acceleration, 
tutoring, mentorships, private or public 
charter school, home schooling, online 
schooling, Ged program, or a combination of 
any of these).  

•  create a supportive, stress-free environment 
for homework and designate a set time and 
place to study.  this may require the aid of 
a tutor or outside agency to preserve family 
relationships.  assist with homework and 
projects, but do not assume responsibility.

•  help your child learn skills needed to 
be successful in school and beyond (i.e.  
organization skills, social skills, time 
management skills, assertiveness skills 
and coping skills, including relaxation 
techniques). ask if your school provides  
opportunities related to these skill areas.

•  find support for yourself and all family 
members.  Be good to yourself.



IdAhO sTATE dEPArTmENT Of EduCATION TWICE-EXCEPTIONAL: sTudENTs WITh BOTh GIfTs ANd ChALLENGEs Or dIsABILITIEs         ��

one unfortunate piece of information 
many parents and teachers uncover 
when it comes to the guidance of 
twice-exceptional students is that 
the traditional types of techniques 
and interventions that work for most 
students, may not work and may 
even backfire with these children.  
for instance, practicing natural 
consequences and tough love may 
have no effect on a student who 
is used to giving up and absorbing 
the disappointments they feel in 
themselves.  day after day of dealing 
with “the problem of school” can leave a 
family with nothing more than a stressful 
childhood with few cherished memories 
of enriched family times to look back 
upon.

Parent Advocacy
• Learn advocacy skills (see following page).  

•  Keep the lines of communication open 
between home and school.

•  Build a working partnership with your child’s 
school.

•  Work with the school’s staff to improve 
educational opportunities.

•  support the positive efforts of teachers 
and school staff to meet the individual 
educational needs of students.

•  participate on school committees like the 
school’s accountability committee and school 
enrichment or activity committees.

•  Volunteer your time to assist with activities 
or help in the classroom, media center, 
computer lab, etc.

•  advocate for your child, but don’t overprotect

 him/her. hold your child accountable for his/
her behavior and achievement.

•  help your child learn how to become a self-
advocate. teach her about her diagnosis/
learning disability so that she can speak 

assertively and intelligently  to others.

The single most important thing the 
schools could do to help support me 
with the process of supporting my Twice-
Exceptional child would be for each 
teacher to let me know what my child’s 
assignments are and whether or not he 
has been working on them or has turned 
them in.  I understand that it is parents 
who need to be the backbone for the 
success of their child as a student.  But 
I am completely helpless and totally 
at their mercy for providing me the 
information I need in order to do my job.  
I am already worn out trying to help my 
child navigate through everyday day life 
with hidden disabilities and it is just too 
hard to have to put constant pressure 
on teachers for feedback and updated 
information.

— Idaho parent of a  
twice-exceptional child
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Advocacy Skills

• use active Listening skills
•  Be prepared with data about your 

child (strengths, problems, learning 
style, likes & dislikes)

•  educate yourself regarding the 
language of schools: Iep, 504, Idea, 
rtI, WIscr IV, etc.

•  educate yourself about your child’s 
diagnosis and learning challenges

• Keep your emotions in check
• use assertiveness skills
•  Keep a paper trail of all events, 

incidences and meetings
•  Keep a file of all evaluations done on 

your child (in school and out of school)
•  utilize your critical-thinking skills & 

problem-solving skills
• respond rather than react
•  understand the bureaucracy  

of schools
• Ask questions; make clarifications
•  use negotiation and persuasion rather 

than demands
• Be polite and respectful
•  appreciate the efforts of those who 

work with your child
•  follow up meetings with a thank 

you letter that also documents your 
understanding of what took place

Sample Collaboration Plan

dr. susan Baum and dr. robin schader 
have developed a process – tLc – for 
collecting information about the child’s 
strengths and interests, as well as 
about areas of concern. each person 
involved articulates the circumstances 
in which the child can find success (See 
appendix V school & parents: the need 
for collaboration concerning twice-
exceptional students).

When twice-exceptional children  
experience problems in school

When Problems Arise:
1. Know the child.

•   What are his/her special interests, 
strengths, and struggles?

•  how does the child interact with peers, 
older children, younger children?

•  how does the child feel about trying new 
things or making mistakes?

2.  clarify the issues and try to get a sense 
of the real problems by discussing them 
thoroughly with the child.

3.  schedule a meeting with the classroom 
teacher.
•  approach the teacher with care and 

sensitivity.
•  plan the meeting and topics to discuss.

4. during the conference:
•  Keep the conversation a positive learning 

exchange.
•  start with positive comments about the 

school and the teacher. thank the teacher 
for ...

•  communicate expectations and share 
specific examples of the child’s work, 
feelings, strengths, struggles, interests, 
and after-school activities.

•  Listen carefully to what the teacher has 
to say.
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•  express willingness to help resolve the 
problem and work collaboratively toward a 
positive solution.

•  decide together what the child, you, and 
the teacher will do.

•  determine a reasonable timeline and 
establish when the effort will begin and 
when progress will be evaluated.

•  schedule a follow-up meeting to assess 
progress.

5. after the conference:
•  Keep the lines of communication open 

with school and child.
•  monitor and document progress.

6.  If the child continues to struggle, ask that 
he/she be referred to the school’s problem-
solving team. this team will develop a plan 
to meet individual educational needs and 
recommend specific intervention strategies. 
If problems persist, the problem-solving 
team will refer the child to the appropriate 
resources.

7.  Be open to creative alternatives for meeting 
a child’s educational needs (see appendix 
VI:  finding the Best education setting for 
your child’s unique academic, social and 
emotional needs)
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What to Do if your Child is Being Bullied

Bullying is defined by Keri Guilbault, teacher of the gifted/talented and a bullying specialist 
in florida, as “being repeatedly exposed to negative actions over time by one or more 
[individuals].” Bullying can occur in several forms: physical, verbal, non-verbal, indirect and 
cyber. Gifted children are not necessarily prone to bullying, but they tend to react more to it 
and to dwell on it. often, they fail to ask for help thinking that they can or should handle it 
on their own.
 
Ask your child how their peers treat each other and listen for “red flags.” In attempting to 
prevent bullying from starting, develop your child’s confidence, talents and attributes.

discuss with your child:
friends treating each other with respect
What bullying is and isn’t
What to do and who to talk to if she feels unsafe
staying away from areas where bullying occurs or to walk with someone else
the problem and what he needs help with in solving it
telling your child to “get over it” or “just work it out” does not help 

empower your child with the proper skills:
shift eye contact away from the bully
stand tall (do not slouch)
use an assertive tone of voice
how to say “no” and give “I” messages
Use conflict resolution skills (hitting or bullying back is not the answer - some bullies 
carry weapons)

Work with the school (teacher, counselor, principal):
follow up to make sure the proper action has been taken
Keep good records

for cyber bullying:
communicate with your child about appropriate internet use
Inform your internet service provider and the local police
save all messages

It is important to note that gifted children, especially the twice-exceptional, can and 
sometimes do, bully others. this is truer of the provocative type rather than the passive 
child.

helpful websites:  http://www.stopbullyingnowhrsa.gov  
http://www.stopbullyingnow.com  
www.hoagiesgifted.org/bullies.htm

Figure 3.1
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CASE STUDy: GIFTED WITH MENTAL  
HEALTH DIAGNOSES

JOSEPH, AGE 15, GRADE 10

Early years: 
By age two, Joseph started to read on his own. 
he was writing his name and other words by 
age three. at age four, he was writing complete 
sentences. he loved maze books, building 
with Legos, reading books and children’s 
magazines, and listening to music. Joseph 
loved being with other children, but he was 
also quirky. he had unusual behaviors such 
as moving his fingers to the written words that 
he saw on tV, on signs or when he visualized 
words in head. he would move his hands to 
music as if conducting the music. at times 
when he was watching television, Joseph would 
blink his eyes a lot.

In kindergarten, Joseph would blurt out 
answers without raising his hand. he could 
read everything and do math problems, but 
he mostly played by himself. he found that 
whatever was going on inside his own head was 
much more exciting and interesting than what 
was going on around him. Joseph’s teacher 
asked permission for the school to have him 
tested. results of the testing revealed scores in 
the 99th percentile in every subgroup. Joseph 
was reading at a 7th grade reading level. he 
was identified as a gifted student. Joseph’s 
parents were elated, but felt lost because they 
needed to learn what to do for him. Joseph’s 
mother started reading everything she could 
get her hands on about giftedness. she learned 
that Joseph needed encouragement in areas 
in which he showed great interest. he loved 
academics and music. he started taking 
piano lessons. But he also needed social and 
emotional support so he joined an Indian 
Guides Group.

the school and his parents developed a plan: 
Joseph would attend kindergarten in the 
morning, and then attend a second grade 

language arts class in the afternoon. the 
following year, he would be accelerated to 
second grade. Joseph did well academically; 
however, he would get into minor trouble at 
school. he was developing a sense of justice, 
whereby he would take it upon himself to right 
all wrongs that he saw in the classroom and 
on the playground. this attitude, along with 
his quirky behaviors, did not afford him many 
friends at school.

Elementary School years: 
this period in Joseph’s life is best described 
as a blur. It was not a good time for Joseph or 
his family. When he was in second grade, his 
teacher started to notice even more peculiar 
behaviors. Joseph would fall out of his chair 
and not know how he got on the floor. He would 
step on her feet and not realize it. the school 
wanted to put him back in first grade or at least 
include him in centers with the first-graders. He 
didn’t want anything to do with that “babyish 
stuff.” 

after more testing, the school psychologist said 
that Joseph had a nonverbal Learning disability 
(nLd). Joseph’s parents headed back to the 
library to do more research. they had him 
assessed by a psychologist in private practice 
and a developmental pediatrician. Both doctors 
agreed that Joseph did not have a nLd. Joseph 
was diagnosed with tourette syndrome (ts), 
obsessive compulsive disorder (ocd) and 
Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD). 
Joseph’s needs were many, but no one seemed 
to know how to help. he would receive after-
school detention and not understand why. his 
schoolwork was not very challenging, but he 
earned good grades. some teachers wanted 
him to help others, but he wanted something 
interesting to do. at times this caused behavior 
problems.

Joseph later switched to a school that had 
a full-time gifted program. unfortunately, he 
was not challenged, especially in the areas 

part 4:  case studIes
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of his strengths. other children picked on 
him, even his peers in the gifted program. his 
tics increased, and he became moody. the 
following year, Joseph attended a different 
school district where he entered a middle 
school that had a half-day, self-contained 
gifted program. Joseph stepped right up to the 
plate and soared. he loved the idea of having 
different teachers and moving between classes, 
having a locker and taking courses like in-depth 
history classes, spanish, higher-level math, 
science with labs, computer skills, choir and 
consumer education. Joseph still struggled with 
his peers and was concerned about justice. 
he later dropped out of the gifted program 
because he got along better with students in 
the regular education classes. he worked hard 
at his accelerated math and english classes. 
he won awards for national history day.

High School years: 
Joseph’s best year of school so far has been 
9th grade. He returned to his home district and 
attended a small junior high school. here the 
faculty and staff understood him, collaborated 
with Joseph’s parents, were flexible, wanted to 
learn about Joseph, and genuinely looked out 
for his best interest. the icing on the cake was 
that the students generally seemed to accept 
him and saw Joseph for his strengths, which 
include singing, playing the piano, being smart 
and funny. however, he probably should have 
taken some accelerated classes.

Joseph currently attends a high school that 
includes grades 10-12. his ocd and adhd 
behaviors are becoming more problematic. 
he is back in therapy and trying different 
medications. he sometimes gets depressed 
because he doesn’t have a social life. he has 
joined a couple of clubs at school and is in the 
choir. Lately Joseph has asked his mother if 
the school has a gifted program, one where he 
could take classes that are at a higher level 
and more in-depth, but did not require tons of 
homework (not because he is lazy, but because 
after a long day of school and extracurricular 
activities, his tics and other behaviors get the 
best of him and it becomes more difficult for 
him to get the homework done). he has been 

experiencing anxiety attacks in two classes 
because he is having a difficult time sitting 
through material he already knows. Joseph 
is sometimes bothered by extra noise in the 
room and cannot hear the teacher or the 
announcements when others are talking. he 
is quite asynchronous in his work. It appears 
he misses what is being said, and for some 
reason, will complete an assignment but not 
know when it is due. Joseph knows what he 
wants as a career, and he is eager to attend 
college after graduating high school.

What Worked: 
•  When teachers and his parents believed in 

Joseph; when they saw and encouraged his 
strengths and downplayed his weaknesses. 

•  When the adults in Joseph’s life trusted him 
to make some of the decisions regarding his 
choice of school and what courses to take.

•  When Joseph’s parents were accepted as 
partners in his educational process. 

•  When adults saw Joseph as capable and 
responsible for his actions; when they used 
discipline that taught a life-lesson, rather 
than punishment.

•  When the accommodations on Joseph’s 504 
plan were actually implemented.

•  When his strengths were challenged without 
the added pressure of a lot of homework.

•  outside of school: therapeutic interventions 
such as counseling for depression, 
occupational therapy, medication, cognitive 
behavioral therapy for ocd, and pragmatic 
language skills training for social skills. also, 
getting him involved in activities that allowed 
him to use and grow his strengths, such as 
private piano lessons, scouting, community 
choirs, skiing, and garage bands.

Recommendations: 
•  provide academic challenge in the 

areas of Joseph’s strengths without an 
overabundance of homework. this may mean 
using accommodations for ap or accelerated 
classes that Joseph chooses to take.

• differentiate classroom instruction. 
•  Implement the use of a social skills coach in 

or outside of school.
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•  provide help with organizational skills that 
include planning projects or planning his 
weekly assignments. use the school’s online 
program that records not only grades in 
assignments, but more importantly, what 
assignments are coming up and when they 
are due.

•  find ways in the classroom and outside of 
the classroom to provide friendship-building 
activities.

•  ensure regular communication between 
teachers and Joseph, and between teachers 
and Joseph’s parents.

•  encourage Joseph to continue developing his 
self-advocacy skills in school and at home.

•  teach all students about diversity and 
differences, and the importance of tolerance 
and acceptance.

•  allow Joseph to utilize effective and 
appropriate methods of stimulation (both 
physical and mental) to help him stay 
focused.

•  Invite Joseph to be a partner in his 
educational process. teachers need to talk 
with him and get to know him.

•  teachers, parents and adults working 
with Joseph need to take the time to learn 
about giftedness and about Joseph’s other 
exceptionalities. 

•  encourage Joseph to exercise, eat right and 
get plenty of sleep.

•  have Joseph tested for a capd (central 
auditory processing disorder).

•  continue with counseling outside of school.
 
CASE STUDy:  TyLER
In The Beginning:
I have no idea what to do about tyler, he is 
so frustrated with school. one day he feels 
unchallenged the next there is too much. 
he is horribly unorganized and fails to turn 
in assignments. apparently he will just zone 
out at times and not accomplish anything. he 
frequently says he is sick, and needs to stay 
home or come home after school has started. 
We really don’t know how to help him. his self 
esteem is really suffering. he feels like he can’t 
do anything. But when I work with him he has 
the most wonderful ideas and ways of looking 

at things. I know his teacher is frustrated with 
him. I don’t understand why he can remember 
virtually anything, but for some reason once 
he has learned something it is very difficult 
to change it. he also seems to have trouble 
communicating with others and reading their 
body language. If there is any way you could 
help I would greatly appreciate it. 

this is how it started for us, it has been quite 
a journey.  I was grateful to have someone in 
our district who understood gifted kids.  his 
teacher was so frustrated with him and had 
pretty much written him off as lazy.  thanks to 
the intervention of our wonderful Gt teacher; 
we were able to get him tested and an Iep 
set up for him.  We were able to then work 
with his teachers and set up a method of 
communication.  he went from c’s, d’s and an 
f. to all a’s B’s and one c. 

this was all in fourth grade; prior to that in 
third grade his teacher had noticed and gently 
pointed out that Tyler showed a lot of flags 
that pointed towards aspergers syndrome. 
We looked into the disorder and saw some 
similarities but looked no further than that as 
he was performing well in class.  In fourth grade 
everything seem to fall apart.  It was wonderful 
to have a great school support system; the 
whole study group to me was very thorough and 
concerned that we do all we could to help tyler.

What Worked: 
testing tyler for aspergers was an eye opener. 
It gave everyone a new perspective and some 
common goals to work toward. this year has 
been a whole different experience.  he is now 
in the 5th grade, all summer long he dreaded 
the return of the school year, fearing a return 
to the tedium and repetition he found so 
unnecessary.  We decided to request a teacher 
who then did not return to the school, when 
the vice principal called and asked what we 
were looking for in a teacher I told her we 
needed someone who understood that gifted 
with Aspergers would present some difficulties, 
someone who could challenge him and not 
let him get away with some of his past habits.  
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Luckily they seem to have found the perfect 
teacher for him.  he loves going to school, in 
fact he often comments on how little time there 
is left in this school year.

tyler says that his teacher is able to see things 
the way he does and that has really helped him 
out.  his teacher apparently understands his 
lack of organization and allows him to repeat 

assignments that cannot be found at grading 
time.  the material itself has become more 
challenging which reduces his boredom level.  
he has learned that more challenging work 
just requires a little more time to understand 
and has stopped becoming so frustrated when 
things don’t come immediately.
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Webb, J., phd, Gore, J., med, amend, e., psyd, & deVries, 
a, mse. (2007). A Parent’s Guide to Gifted Children. 
scottsdale, aZ: Great potential press

Wright, p. & Wright, p. (2001). Wrightslaw: From emotions to 
advocacy – the  special education survival guide., Hartfield, 
Va: harbor house Law press, Inc.

Online Resources
paGe (parent advocates for Gifted education) tVpaGe@
yahoogroups.com 
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2e: Twice-Exceptional Newsletter (www.2enewsletter.com)

uniquely Gifted  http://www.uniquelygifted.org/

Long Island twice-exceptional children’s advocacy http://
www.li-teca.org/

neurolearning http://www.neurolearning.com/ 

supporting emotional needs of the Gifted http://www.
sengifted.org/

association for the education of Gifted underachieving 
students http://www.aegus1.org/ 

Gifted and talented World http://gtworld.org/ (go to the 
gt-spec-home link)

hoagies’ Gifted education page http://www.hoagiesgifted.
org  (type “twice exceptional” into the search bar)

peter & pam Wright, education advocates www.wrightslaw.
com 

online 2e Group http://groups.yahoo.com/
search?query=idaho2e 

parenting Gifted children with adhd.  moon, sidney m.  
http://www.gt-cybersource.org/record.aspx?navId=2_0,2_
0&rid=11251

“twice exceptional/twice successful: Back to school 
strategies that Work” www.sengifted.org/articles_
parenting/collins_2e_back_to_school.shtml

secondary education/transition
Books for further reading:

helping Young people to Beat stress by sarah mcnamara 
(2005).

Learning outside the Lines by Jonathan mooney and david 
cole.  fireside publishing (2000).
  
stress relief for teachers: the coping triangle by claire 
hayes (2006).

stress, appraisal, and coping by richard s. Lazarus and 
Susan Folkman (1984).

When perfect Isn’t Good enough: strategies for coping with 
Perfectionism (Antony, 1998).

Twice-Exceptional Secondary Education 

Resources
hua, c. & coleman, m..  preparing twice-exceptional 
students for adult lives:  a critical need. Understanding Our 
Gifted, Winter, 2002.

Jackson, L. (1988) Freaks, Geeks & Asperger Syndrome: 
A User Guide to Adolescence. Jessica Kingsley publishers: 
London and philadelpha.

mooney, Jonathan and cole, david (2000). Learning 
outside the lines. new York: simon and schuster.

nadeau, K. (2006).  Survival Guide for College Students 
with ADHD or LD.  Washington d.c.: magination press. 

nielsen, e., higgins, d., Wilkinson, s., & Wiest, K..  helping 
twice-exceptional students to succeed in high school.  The 
Journal of Secondary Gifted Education, Spring, 1994

nunley, K. (2006).  differentiating the high school 
classroom:  solution strategies for 18 common obstacles.  
corwin press.

olenchak, f. Talent Development: Accommodating the 
Social and Emotional Needs of Secondary Gifted/Learning 
Disabled Students. the Journal of secondary Gifted
 Education, (Spring, 1994).

shaunessy, e., suldo, s. m., hardesty, r. B., & shaffer, e. 
s. (2006). school functioning and psychological well-being 
of International Baccalaureate and general education 
students: a preliminary examination. Journal of secondary 
Gifted Education, 17, 76-89.

sousa, d. (2003) How the Gifted Brain Learns. thousand 
oaks, ca: corwin press

suldo, s. m., shaunessy, e. & hardesty, r. B. (in press). 
Relationships among stress, coping, and mental health 
in high-achieving high school students. Psychology in the 
Schools.

tierney, p.  A Proposal for Restructuring Secondary Gifted 
Education, our Gifted children, november, 2000.

Online Resources
twice-exceptional adult Learners: a higher education 
dilemma.  miller, tim.  https://portfolio.du.edu/portfolio/
getportfoliofile?fiuid=62511

compensation strategies used by high-ability students 
with learning disabilities who succeed in college  reis, 
sally m. mcGuire, Joan m., neu, terry W.  http://www.gt-
cybersource.org/record.aspx?navId=2_0&rid=11437

Letter from Office of Assistant Secretary regarding Access 
by students with disabilities to accelerated programs. www.
ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-20071226.
html 

“talent development: accommodating the social 
and emotional needs of secondary Gifted/
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Learning disabled students”.  olenchak, f. richard. 
www.sengifted.org/articles_social/olenchak_
talentdevelopmentsecondaryGiftedLd.shtml.

resources for students with learning disablities who are 
looking for a college:  
the princeton review “K&W Guide” 
peterson’s “colleges for students with Learning 
disabilities” 
www.ahead.org
www.heath.gwu.edu

psychologists and counselors

neihart, m. (2008 ). Identifying and providing services to 
twice exceptional children, 
Handbook of Giftedness in Children, Phycho-Educational 
Theory, Research, and Best Practices, edited by steven I. 
pfeiffer, springer science+Business media, LLc, new York, 
nY, pgs 115-137.

The Challenge of Identifying Gifted/Learning Disabled 
Students, International Journal of special education, Vol 22 
no 3  2007
http://www.internationalsped.com/documents6Krochak 
and ryan GIfted.doc

mccoach, d., Kehle, t, Bray, m, and siegle, d Best practices 
in the identification of gifted students with learning 
disabilities.
university of connecticut
http://www.gifted.uconn.edu/siegle/publications/
psychInschoolBestpractices.pdf

Gifted Children with Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder 
(adhd) maureen neihart october 2003
 http://www.cec.sped.org/am/template.cfm?section=sear
ch&template=/cm/htmLdisplay.cfm&contentId=1763

The Role of Assessments in the Identification of Gifted 
students http://www.nagc.org/index.aspx?id=4022

twice-exceptional Learners:  Implications for the classroom 
- susan assouline
http://www.education.uiowa.edu/belinblank/clinic/2xe_
needs_assess.pdf

twice-exceptional children: Lost treasures - Linda 
Silverman  http://www.gifteddevelopment.com/PDF_files/
2echildren.pdf

the twice-exceptional dilemma national education 
association  http://sites.nea.org/specialed/images/
twiceexceptional.pdf

eide neurolearning blog weekly articles related to brain 
based learning http://eideneurolearningblog.blogspot.com/

Gifted and Learning disabled: a neuropsychologist’s 
perspective http://www.sengifted.org/articles_counseling/
Webb_

professional school counseling issue october 2006  and 
the individual article Stephanie found http://findarticles.
com/p/articles/mi_m0Koc/is_1_10/?tag=content;col1

the impact of vulnerabilities and strengths on the 
academic experiences of twice-exceptional students: a 
message to school counselors
 http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_m0KOC/is_1_10/
ai_n27019812/?tag=content;col1

counseling and guidance division of the national 
association for Gifted children.l  www.nagc.org

www.sengifted.org supporting the emotional needs of the 
Gifted (senG)

Silverman, L. (1993). Counseling the Gifted and Talented.

Websites
association for the education of Gifted underachieving 
students www.aegus1.org/

council for exceptional children (includes gifted and 
talented) www.cec.sped.org
council for exceptional children’s rtI Blog:  www.cecblog.
typepad.com/tri

hoagies Gifted  www.hoagiesgifted.org  and www.
hoagiesgifted.org/twice_exceptional.htm (Includes a variety 
of links regarding different disabilities.)

Idaho the association for the Gifted www.itag-sage.org/

Idaho state department’s Gifted/talented lending library
www.sde.idaho.gov/site/gifted_talented/lending_library.
htm  

Ld online gifted information  www.ldonline.org/indepth/
gifted

Living well with add and Learning disabilities www.
additudemag.com 

montgomery county, md public schools twice exceptional 
Guide
www.mcps.k12.md.us/curriculum/enriched/gtld/docs/
twice%20exceptional.pdf

national association for Gifted children (naGc) www.nagc.
org/  

neurolearning (drs. eide’s blog pertaining to 2e issues)  
www.eideneurolearningblog.blogspot.com/

senG (supporting emotional needs of the Gifted)  www.
sengifted.org

smart Kids with Learning disabilities  www.smartkidswithld.
org/

tourette syndrome “plus”  www.tourettesyndrome.net/
willard_holt.htm
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2e: Twice-Exceptional Newsletter (www.2enewsletter.com)  

twice Gifted Blog with links  www.twicegifted.net/

uniquely Gifted www.uniquelygifted.org

Visual spatial resource  www.visualspatial.org/

Online groups
Idaho2e  www.groups.yahoo.com/group/

Idaho2e/www.gtworld.org click on Gt-special to join the 
listserv regarding 2e

www.giftedonlineconferences.ning.com/  a social 
networking site with a variety of gifted subgroups to join/
online conferences available as well

www.hoagiesgifted.org/on-line_support.htm
another page from hoagiesgifted with links to message 
boards, blogs, podcasts,
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appendIces

appendix I
Special Education Categories

Definitions
The following definitions are taken from the 
Idaho state department of education’s special 
education manual.  for state eligibility criteria, 
refer to the following link for the manual:   
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/specialeducation/
manual.asp    eligibility criteria are listed in 
chapter 4, section 7 of the special education 
manual.

A. Autism
Definition: Autism is a developmental 
disability, generally evident before age 3, 
significantly affecting verbal and nonverbal 
communication and social interaction, and 
adversely affecting educational performance. 
a student who manifests the characteristics 
of autism after age 3 could be diagnosed as 
having autism. other characteristics often 
associated with autism include, but are not 
limited to, engagement in repetitive activities 
and stereotyped movements, resistance to 
environmental change or change in daily 
routines, and unusual responses to sensory 
experiences. characteristics vary from mild to 
severe as well as in the number of symptoms 
present. diagnoses may include, but are not 
limited to, the following autism spectrum 
disorders: childhood disintegrative disorder, 
autistic disorder, asperger’s syndrome, 
or pervasive developmental disorder: not 
Otherwise Specified (PDD:NOS).

B. Cognitive Impairment
Definition: Cognitive impairment is defined 
as significantly sub-average intellectual 
functioning that exists concurrently with 
deficits in adaptive behavior. These deficits are 
manifested during the student’s developmental 
period, and adversely affect the student’s 
educational performance.

C. Deaf-Blindness
Definition: A student with deaf-blindness 
demonstrates both hearing and visual 
impairments, the combination of which 
causes such severe communication and other 
developmental and educational needs that the 
student cannot be appropriately educated with 
special education services designed solely for 
students with deafness or blindness.

D. Deafness
Definition: Deafness is a hearing impairment 
that adversely affects educational 
performance and is so severe that with or 
without amplification the student is limited 
in processing linguistic information through 
hearing.

E. Developmental Delay
Definition: The term developmental delay may 
be used only for students ages 3 through 9 
who are experiencing developmental delays 
as measured by appropriate diagnostic 
instruments and procedures in one or more of 
the following areas:

1.  cognitive development – includes skills 
involving perceptual discrimination, memory, 
reasoning, academic skills, and conceptual 
development;

2.  physical development – includes skills 
involving coordination of both the large and 
small muscles of the body (i.e., gross, fine, 
and perceptual motor skills); 

3.  communication development – includes 
skills involving expressive and receptive 
communication abilities, both verbal and 
nonverbal;

4.  social or emotional development – includes 
skills involving meaningful social interactions 
with adults and other children including self-
expression and coping skills; or
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5.  adaptive development – includes daily living 
skills (e.g., eating, dressing, and toileting) as 
well as skills involving attention and personal 
responsibility.

the category of developmental delay should 
not be used when the student clearly meets the 
eligibility criteria for another specific disability 
category.

a student cannot qualify for special education 
services under developmental delay beyond his 
or her 10th birthday unless he or she has been 
determined to be eligible as having a disability 
other than developmental delay.

F. Emotional Disturbance
Definition: A student with emotional 
disturbance has a condition exhibiting one or 
more of the following characteristics over a 
long period of time, and to a marked degree, 
that adversely affects his or her educational 
performance: 

1.  an inability to learn that cannot be explained 
by intellectual, sensory, or health factors;

2.  an inability to build or maintain satisfactory 
interpersonal relationships with peers and 
teachers;

3.  inappropriate types of behavior or feelings 
under normal circumstances;

4.  a general pervasive mood of unhappiness or 
depression; or

5.  a tendency to develop physical symptoms 
or fears associated with personal or school 
problems.

the term does not include students who are 
socially maladjusted unless it is determined 
they have an emotional disturbance. the term 
emotional disturbance does include students 
who are diagnosed with schizophrenia.

G. Health Impairment
Definition: A student classified as having a 
health impairment exhibits limited strength, 

vitality, or alertness, including heightened 
alertness to environmental stimuli that 
results in limited alertness with respect to 
the educational environment that is due to 
chronic or acute health problems. these health 
problems may include, but are not limited 
to, asthma, attention deficit disorder (ADD), 
attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), 
cancer, diabetes, epilepsy, fetal alcohol 
syndrome, a heart condition, hemophilia, lead 
poisoning, leukemia, nephritis, rheumatic fever, 
sickle cell anemia, tourette syndrome, and 
stroke to such a degree that it adversely affects 
the student’s educational performance.

a student with add/adhd may also be eligible 
under another category (generally learning 
disability or emotional disturbance) if he or she 
meets the criteria for that other category and 
needs special education and related services. 
all students with a diagnosis of add/adhd 
are not necessarily eligible to receive special 
education under the Idea 2004, just as all 
students who have one of the other conditions 
listed under health impairment are not 
necessarily eligible, unless it is determined to 
adversely affect educational performance and 
require special education.

H. Hearing Impairment
Definition: A hearing impairment is a 
permanent or fluctuating hearing loss that 
adversely affects a student’s educational 
performance but is not included under the 
category of deafness.

I. Learning Disability
Definition: A learning disability means a 
specific disorder of one or more of the 
basic psychological processes involved in 
understanding, or in using spoken or written 
language, that may manifest itself in an 
impaired ability to listen, think, speak, read, 
write, spell, or do mathematical calculations, 
which adversely affects the student’s 
educational performance. It is not necessary 
to identify the specific psychological processes 
that a student has, as long as the student 
meets the state eligibility criteria.
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the term includes such conditions as 
perceptual disabilities, brain injury, minimal 
brain dysfunction, dyslexia, and developmental 
aphasia. the term does not include a student 
who has needs that are primarily the result 
of visual, hearing, or motor disabilities; 
cognitive impairment; emotional disturbance; 
or environmental, cultural, or economic 
disadvantage.

for learning disability, students must be within 
the range of legal kindergarten age through the 
semester that they turn 21.

J. Multiple Disabilities
Definition: Multiple disabilities are two or more 
co-existing severe impairments, one of which 
usually includes a cognitive impairment, such 
as cognitive impairment/blindness, cognitive 
impairment/orthopedic, etc. students with 
multiple disabilities exhibit impairments that 
are likely to be life long, significantly interfere 
with independent functioning, and may 
necessitate environmental modifications to 
enable the student to participate in school 
and society. the term does not include deaf-
blindness.

k. Orthopedic Impairment
Definition: Orthopedic impairment means 
a severe physical limitation that adversely 
affects a student’s educational performance. 
the term includes impairments caused by 
congenital anomaly (clubfoot, or absence of an 
appendage), an impairment caused by disease 
(poliomyelitis, bone tuberculosis, etc.), or an 
impairment from other causes (cerebral palsy, 
amputations, and fractures or burns that cause 
contracture).

L. Speech or Language Impairment: 
Language
Definition: A language impairment exists when 
there is a disorder or delay in the development 
of comprehension and/or the uses of spoken or 
written language and/or other symbol systems. 
the impairment may involve any one or a 
combination of the following:

1.  the form of language (morphological and 
syntactic systems);

2.  the content of language (semantic systems); 
and/or

3.  the function of language in communication 
(pragmatic systems).

a language disorder does not exist when 
language differences are due to non-standard 
english or regional dialect or when the 
evaluator cannot rule out environmental, 
cultural, or economic disadvantage as primary 
factors causing the impairment.

M.  Speech or Language Impairment: 
Speech

the term speech impairment includes 
articulation/phonology disorders, voice 
disorders, or fluency disorders that adversely 
impact a child’s educational performance. 
the following eligibility criteria and minimum 
assessment procedures have been established 
for all three types of speech impairments.

1.  articulation/phonology disorder
Definition: Articulation is the ability to speak 
distinctly and connectedly. articulation 
disorders are incorrect productions of speech 
sounds including omissions, distortions, 
substitutions, and/or additions that may 
interfere with intelligibility. phonology is the 
process used in our language that has common 
elements (sound patterns) that affect different 
sounds. phonology disorders are errors 
involving phonemes, sound patterns, and the 
rules governing their combinations.

a.  an articulation/phonology disorder exists 
when:

(1)  the disorder is exhibited by omissions, 
distortions, substitutions, or additions;

(2)  the articulation interferes with 
communication and calls attention to itself; 
and
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(3)  the disorder adversely affects educational 
or developmental performance.

b.  an articulation/phonology disorder does not 
exist when:

(1)  errors are temporary in nature or are due 
to temporary conditions such as dental 
changes;

(2)  differences are due to culture, bilingualism 
or dialect, or from being non-english 
speaking; or

(3)  there are delays in developing the ability to 
articulate only the most difficult blends of 
sound or consonants within the broad range 
for the student’s age.

N. Traumatic Brain Injury
Definition: Traumatic brain injury refers to 
an acquired injury to the brain caused by an 
external physical force resulting in a total or 
partial functional disability or psychosocial 
impairment, or both, that adversely affects 
educational performance. the term applies 
to open or closed head injuries resulting 
in impairments in one or more areas such 
as cognition, language, memory, attention, 
reasoning, abstract thinking, judgment, 
problem solving, sensory, perceptual and 
motor abilities, psychosocial behavior, physical 
functions, information processing, and speech. 
the term does not apply to congenital or 
degenerative brain injuries or to brain injuries 
induced by birth trauma.

O.  Visual Impairment Including Blindness
Definition: Visual impairment refers to an 
impairment in vision that, even with correction, 
adversely affects a student’s educational 
performance. the term includes both partial 
sight and blindness. partial sight refers to the 
ability to use vision as one channel of learning 
if educational materials are adapted. Blindness 
refers to the prohibition of vision as a channel 
of learning, regardless of the adaptation of 
materials.
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appendix II 
Examples of Assessment 
Measures

Cognitive:

Wechsler preschool and primary scale of 
Intelligence, third edition (WppsI-III)

Wechsler Intelligence scale for children, fourth 
edition (WIsc-IV)

Wechsler Intelligence scale for children, fourth 
edition, Integrated Version (WIsc-IV Integrated)

Wechsler adult Intelligence scale, third edition 
(WaIs-III) (there is soon to be a fourth edition)

Wechsler abbreviated scale of Intelligence 
(WasI)

stanford-Binet Intelligence scale, fifth edition 
(sB5)

Woodcock-Johnson tests of cognitive abilities, 
third edition (WJ-III coG)

differential ability scales (das)

universal nonverbal Intelligence test (unIt)

Bender Gestalt Visual-motor Integration test 

reynolds Intellectual assessment scale (rIas) 
Western psychological services.             

Achievement:

Woodcock-Johnson tests of achievement, third 
edition (WJ-III ach)

Wechsler Individual achievement test, second 
edition (WIat-II)

the Kaufman test of educational achievement 
(K-tea)

Wide range achievement test, fourth edition 
(Wrat 4)
 
Executive Functioning, Attention and 
Concentration:

nepsY, second edition (nepsY-II)

delis-Kaplan executive function system (d-
Kefs)

Brown add scales 

conners’ continuous performance test – II 

connors’ rating scales, second edition

swan scale (free online) adhd.net
 
Socio-emotional and Behavioral 
Functioning:

Behavior assessment system for children, 
second edition (Basc-2) 

Sensory Profile

Gilliam asperger’s disorder scale (Gads)

children’s depression Index (cdI)

revised children’s manifest anxiety scale 
(rcmas)
 
Language Measures:

clinical evaluation of Language fundamentals, 
fourth edition. (ceLf-4)
 
Memory Functioning:

children’s memory scale (cms)              

Wechsler memory scale 3rd edition (Wms-III)
 
Reading Measures:

nelson denny reading test

Gray oral reading tests, fourth edition  
(Gort-4)
 
Personality Functioning:

millon pre-adolescent clinical Inventory  
(m-pacI)

millon adolescent clinical Inventory (macI)

minnesota multiphasic personality Inventory 
– adolescent form  (mmpI-a)

minnesota multiphasic personality Inventory 
– second edition  (mmpI-2)

Incomplete sentences 

projective drawings 
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appendix III      
Looking for Solutions in your Classroom Assessment Matrix 
and Plan

Review Interview Observe Test/Assess Intervention

In
st

ru
ct

io
n

1.  teacher self- check 
for best practices 
for effective 
instruction.

2.  teacher aware 
of needs of 
twice-exceptional 
students

1.  student interest 
evaluated. 

2.  Instruction 
expectations 
are clearly 
communicated.

3.  teaching 
accommodations 
clearly stated. 

   

1.  observe 
teacher’s pace of 
instruction.

2.  how are 
corrections made 
in the class?  
are learning 
objectives clear?

1.  construct a 
matrix of effective 
instruction.

2.  revisit student 
understanding of 
curriculum taught.

1.  revisit original 
plan for initial 
implementation 
fidelity.

2.  review time 
factor of the 
intervention.

3.  Is horizontal  
teaming in 
existence?  
Vertical?

cu
rr

ic
ul

um

1.  Is the content 
matched to the 
needs of the 
learner?

2.  Is curriculum 
scientific research-
based?

1.  Limits and 
strengths of 
curriculum 
understood.

2.  Interventions 
available known 
In the form of 
supplemental 
materials.

1.  observe how 
students respond 
and interact with 
curriculum.

2.  how does the 
teacher present 
the curriculum?

3.  Is the teacher 
familiar with and 
comfortable with 
the curriculum?

4.  Is there a form 
of data being 
collected based 
on a rubric 
or on teacher 
objectives?

1.  What is research 
base of curriculum?

2.  What is readability 
of curriculum?

3.  review alternate 
curriculum

4.  Is curriculum 
matching the child’s 
learning style?  

5.  Is curriculum 
matched to 
student’s language 
and general cultural 
needs?

 

1.  revisit the 
progress of each 
individual student 
as it relates to 
curriculum.

 2.  add additional 
strategies 
through the rtI 
team.

en
vi

ro
nm

en
t

1.  are classroom 
rules clear and 
appropriate?

2.  Will classroom 
rules provide 
adequate choice?

1.  special 
equipment 
or materials 
available.

2.  capacity to give 
assistance to 
twice-exceptional 
students.

3.  classroom 
structure and 
organization.

1. are students on 
task?  are there 
smooth  transitions 
with planned 
activities? Is there 
a clear classroom 
management 
plan?   What verbal 
feedback is given?  
are classroom 
expectations clear?  
Is chosen structure 
clear?
Identify individual 
student schedule. 

1.  administer an 
environmental 
inventory.  

2.  administer 
a functional 
assessment.

3.  Is behavior plan 
appropriate for 
classroom setting?

1.  consider 
any physical 
changes needed 
by student; 
i.e.  seating 
placement, near 
neighbors, etc.

2.  develop pre-
transition signals 
for students.

3.  Adjust specific 
curricular 
feedback to 
errors.

Le
ar

ne
r

1.  review current 
information 
as available to 
include; cum 
file,  RtI Team 
recommendations 
for Interventions,  
medical / health 
records.  

1.  Interview parent, 
student, teacher, 
principal or 
other staff, to 
identify areas 
of interests, 
strengths, 
learning 
preference and 
experiences—as 
well as readiness.

1. student vs. peer 
comparison.
2. student skills are 
observed; reading, 
math, etc.

1.  do cBm/dIBeLs 
and compare 
student to class?

2.  do functional 
assessment (i.e. 
cBe, core reading 
assessments.

3.  do Interest 
Inventory.

4.  or other appropriate 
assessments.

1.  do personal 
learning inventory

2.  ask student their  
point of view 
about a variety of 
related topics.
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appendix IV
Dear Colleague Letter: Access 
by Students with Disabilities 
to Accelerated Programs

Office Of The Assistant Secretary
dec 26, 2007
dear colleague:

I am writing to advise you of an issue involving 
students with disabilities seeking enrollment 
in challenging academic programs, such 
as advanced placement and International 
Baccalaureate classes or programs 
(accelerated programs).  Specifically, it has 
been reported that some schools and school 
districts have refused to allow qualified 
students with disabilities to participate in such 
programs.  similarly, we are informed of schools 
and school districts that, as a condition of 
participation in such programs, have required 
qualified students with disabilities to give up 
the services that have been designed to meet 
their individual needs.  these practices are 
inconsistent with Federal law, and the Office 
for civil rights (ocr) in the u.s. department 
of education will continue to act promptly to 
remedy such violations where they occur.

as you know, ocr is responsible for enforcing 
two Federal laws that protect qualified 
individuals with disabilities from discrimination. 
ocr enforces section 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973 (section 504) and its implementing 
regulations at 34 cfr part 104, which prohibit 
discrimination on the basis of disability in 
programs or activities receiving federal 
financial assistance.  OCR is also responsible, 
in the education context, for enforcing title II 
of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 
(title II) and its implementing regulations at 
28 cfr part 35, which prohibit discrimination 
on the basis of disability by entities of 
state and local government.  although this 
letter discusses aspects of the section 504 
regulation, title II provides no lesser protections 
than does section 504.  also relevant are the 
requirements of the Individuals with disabilities 
education act (Idea), which is administered by 

the Department’s Office of Special Education 
programs (osep).  the Idea provides funds to 
states and school districts in order to assist 
them in providing special education and related 
services to eligible children with disabilities.  
the Idea’s implementing regulations are 
located at 34 cfr part 300.  ocr consulted 
with osep in drafting this letter.1

as an initial matter, I want to commend the 
efforts so many of you have made to ensure 
that placement decisions for all students are 
based on each student’s individual academic 
abilities regardless of the presence, nature, or 
severity of a disability.  I want to ensure that 
all of you are aware of the federal civil rights 
requirements discussed below.

Prohibition Against Disability-Based 
Discrimination in Accelerated Programs
the practice of denying, on the basis of 
disability, a qualified student with a disability 
the opportunity to participate in an accelerated 
program violates both section 504 and title 
II.  discrimination prohibited by these laws 
includes, on the basis of disability, denying 
a qualified individual with a disability the 
opportunity to participate in or benefit from 
the recipient’s aids, benefits, or services, and 
affording a qualified individual with a disability 
with an opportunity to participate in or benefit 
from the aid, benefit or service in a manner 
that is not equal to that offered to individuals 
without disabilities.  34 cfr 104.4(a), (b)(1)(i), 
(b)(1)(ii); 28 cfr 35.130(a), (b)(1)(i), (b)(1)(ii). 

under section 504 and title II, a recipient may 
not utilize criteria or methods of administration 
that have the effect of subjecting qualified 
individuals with disabilities to discrimination 
on the basis of disability.  34 cfr 104.4(b)(4) 
and 28 cfr 35.130(b)(3).  a public entity also 
may not impose or apply eligibility criteria that 
screen out or tend to screen out an individual 
with a disability or any class of individuals 
with disabilities from fully and equally enjoying 
any service, program, or activity, unless such 
criteria can be shown to be necessary for the 
provision of the service, program, or activity 
being offered.  28 cfr 35.130(b)(8).  public 
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school students with disabilities who require 
special education and/or related services 
receive them either through implementation 
of an individualized education program (Iep) 
developed in accordance with part B of the 
IDEA or a plan developed under section 
504.  34 cfr 104.33.  It is unlawful to deny 
a student with a disability admission to an 
accelerated class or program solely because 
of that student’s need for special education 
or related aids and services2, or because that 
student has an Iep or a plan under section 
504.  the practice of conditioning participation 
in an accelerated class or program by a 
qualified student with a disability on the 
forfeiture of special education or of related aids 
and services to which the student is legally 
entitled also violates the section 504 and title 
II requirements stated above.
 
please note that nothing in section 504 or title 
II requires schools to admit into accelerated 
classes or programs students with disabilities 
who would not otherwise be qualified for these 
classes or programs.  Generally, under section 
504, an elementary or secondary school 
student with a disability is a qualified individual 
with a disability if the student is of compulsory 
school age.  however, schools may employ 
appropriate eligibility requirements or criteria 
in determining whether to admit students, 
including students with disabilities, into 
accelerated programs or classes.  section 504 
and Title II require that qualified students with 
disabilities be given the same opportunities 
to compete for and benefit from accelerated 
programs and classes as are given to students 
without disabilities.  34 cfr 104.4(b)(1)(ii) and 
28 cfr 35.130(b)(1)(ii).

furthermore, a recipient’s provision of 
necessary special education and related 
aids and services to qualified students with 
disabilities in accelerated classes or programs 
must be consistent with the section 504 and 
title II requirements regarding free appropriate 
public education (fape).

Free Appropriate Public Education
In general, conditioning participation in 

accelerated classes or programs by qualified 
students with disabilities on the forfeiture of 
necessary special education or related aids 
and services amounts to a denial of fape under 
both part B of the IDEA and section 504.

section 504 requires a recipient that operates 
a public elementary or secondary education 
program or activity to provide fape to each 
qualified person with a disability who is in the 
recipient’s jurisdiction, regardless of the nature 
or severity of the person’s disability.  34 cfr 
104.33(a).  under section 504, the provision 
of an appropriate education is the provision of 
regular or special education and related aids 
and services that satisfy certain procedural 
requirements and that are designed to meet 
the individual education needs of persons 
with disabilities as adequately as the needs of 
persons without disabilities are met.  34 cfr 
104.33(b)(1)(i).  school districts may create 
a plan or other document to provide students 
with disabilities with fape pursuant to section 
504.  the section 504 fape requirement may 
also be met through the implementation of an 
Iep developed in accordance with part B of the 
IDEA.  34 cfr 104.33(b)(2).

part B of the IDEA requires that fape be made 
available to eligible students with disabilities in 
certain age ranges.  the IDEA defines FAPE as 
special education and related services that: are 
provided free of charge; meet state standards; 
include an appropriate preschool, elementary 
school, or secondary school education; and 
are provided in conformity with a properly 
developed IEP.  20 USC § 1401(a)(9); 34 CFR 
300.17.3 

participation by a student with a disability in an 
accelerated class or program generally would 
be considered part of the regular education or 
the regular classes referenced in the section 
504 and the IDEA regulations.  thus, if a 
qualified student with a disability requires 
related aids and services to participate in a 
regular education class or program, then a 
school cannot deny that student the needed 
related aids and services in an accelerated 
class or program.  for example, if a student’s 
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Iep or plan under section 504 provides for 
Braille materials in order to participate in the 
regular education program and she enrolls 
in an accelerated or advanced history class, 
then she also must receive Braille materials 
for that class.  the same would be true for 
other needed related aids and services such 
as extended time on tests or the use of a 
computer to take notes.

conditioning enrollment in an advanced class 
or program on the forfeiture of needed special 
education or related aids and services is also 
inconsistent with the principle of individualized 
determinations, which is a key procedural 
aspect of the IDEA, section 504 and title II.  as 
noted above, under section 504, the provision 
of fape is based on the student’s individual 
education needs as determined through 
specific procedures--generally, an evaluation in 
accordance with section 504 requirements.  34 
cfr 104.35.  an individualized determination 
may result in a decision that a qualified student 
with a disability requires related aids and 
services for some or all of his regular education 
classes or his program.  Likewise, the IDEA 
contains specific procedures for evaluations 
and for the development of Ieps that require 
individualized determinations.  see 34 cfr 
300.301 through 300.328.  the requirement 
for individualized determinations is violated 
when schools ignore the student’s individual 
needs and automatically deny a qualified 
student with a disability needed related 
aids and services in an accelerated class or 
program. 
 
I urge you to use the information provided in 
this letter to continue to evaluate whether your 
school district is in compliance with these anti-
discrimination requirements.  ocr remains 
willing to continue supporting you in these 
efforts.  We provide technical assistance to 
entities that request assistance in voluntarily 
complying with the civil rights laws that ocr 
enforces.  If you need additional information or 
assistance on these or other matters, please 
do not hesitate to contact the ocr enforcement 
office that serves your state or territory.  The 
contact information for each office is available 

online at: http://wdcrobcolp01.ed.gov/cfapps/
ocr/contactus.cfm. I thank you in advance 
for your cooperation and assistance in this 
important matter.

sincerely yours,
stephanie J. monroe
assistant secretary for civil rights

1  You may contact osep to address any issues 
that relate specifically to the requirements 
of IDEA.  contact information for osep is 
available online at: http://www.ed.gov/policy/
speced/guid/idea/monitor/state-contact-list.
html. 

2  the term “related aids and services” as used 
here is intended to include both the section 
504 requirements at 34 cfr 104.33(c) and 
the equivalent requirements under the Idea, 
i.e. related services, supplementary aids and 
services, program modifications and supports 
for school personnel.  see 34 cfr 300.34, 
300.42, and 300.320(a)(4). 

3  among other things, an Iep must contain 
a statement of the special education and 
related services and supplementary aids and 
services to be provided to the child, or on 
behalf of the child, and a statement of the 
program modifications or supports for school 
personnel that will be provided to enable 
the child to advance appropriately toward 
attaining the annual goals; to be involved in 
and make progress in the general education 
curriculum and to participate in extracurricular 
and other nonacademic activities; and to be 
educated and participate with other children 
with disabilities and those without disabilities.  
an Iep also must contain an explanation of 
the extent, if any, to which the child will not 
participate with children without disabilities 
in the regular class and in these activities.  
34 cfr 300.320(a)(4)-(5).
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appendIx V
Schools & Parents: The Need 
for Collaboration Concerning 
Twice-Exceptional Students

(notes from  the 2e newsletter article, 
“developing a plan for collaboration: Bringing 
educators and parents of 2e students 
together” by susan Baum, phd and robin 
schader, phd, september/october 2007.)

clear and consistent communication is needed 
between home and school.

•  there are usually misunderstandings and 
misinformation about the 2e child’s needs.

•  educational lingo can get in the way. [explain 
this to the parents, especially acronyms. do 
not assume that they know.]

•  the distinct responsibilities of the school 
and of the parents come into play. although 
there is the common goal of helping the child 
succeed, viewing the problems or needs of 
the child from different vantage points may 
cause friction.

•  comparing notes and viewing the situation 
as multi-dimensional can be extremely 
productive.

dr. Baum and dr. schader have developed a 
process – tLc – for collecting information about 
the child’s strengths and interests, as well as 
about areas of concern. each person involved 
articulates the circumstances in which the child 
can find success. This is a two-part process.

the process:

1. the planning framework
•  “reasons for the plan” - start with 3 distinct 

concerns (even though you may have more).
•  “taking stock” - state the child’s learning 

experiences, achievements and other 
markers (a holistic view)

•  “times of personal Best” - When is the child 
at his/her personal best? (consider the 
concerns from column 1). List each person’s 
input. 

•  “hopes and dreams” - List all of the parties’ 
short-term expectations for the student. this 
can gauge markers of success, and allows the 
meeting to end on a positive note.

• set the next meeting date for one week out.

The TLC Planning Framework
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2. the Working design

this is a short-term intervention based on the 
planning framework (needs and solutions 
to be field-tested over 6-8 weeks.) Need to 
consider talent development opportunities, 
intellectual challenge and academic support 
(differentiation, accommodations, and 
remediation).
the team should consist of classroom teachers, 
learning support specialist, teacher of the 
gifted, parents and the child.

•  “Grade-level Benchmarks” - discuss the 
appropriateness of regular classroom 
curriculum (an unusual topic when gifted 
students are underachieving or acting out).

•  “Least restrictive Learning environment” 
– Intellectual, physical and social/emotional 
needs all must be addressed simultaneously.

Intellectual - restricting a student to grade-level 
materials will not encourage intellectual growth. 
Behaviors may improve when challenged.

Physical – set up an “office” in the back of the 
room for all students to use when needed for 
quiet or concentration. [this will be novel at 
first, but then those who really need it, will use 
it.]
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social/emotional - social relationships occur 
around common interests, not chronological 
age.
•  “talent development” – has shown to be 

the most effective strategy in raising self-
esteem, self-efficacy, and self-regulation for 
2e students. parents and educators working 
together make this area a success.

•  “necessary support” – a give and take on 
the part of parents and the school. the 
child should not have to make up missed 
assignments nor be penalized for the time 
he/she was out of the classroom. parents 
provide out-of-school activities. use the 
school counselor when appropriate.

The TLC Working Design
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review the plan in two months and again in 
another two months to evaluate what is working 
and what is not. You may delete concerns that 
are no longer a problem and add others.

TLC utilizes flexibility, the development of 
combined knowledge between home and 
school, and it focuses on the student’s 
strengths.

(notes from  the 2e newsletter article, 
“developing a plan for collaboration: Bringing 
educators and parents of 2e students 
together” by susan Baum, phd and robin 
schader, phd, september/october 2007.)
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appendIx VI
Finding the Best Educational 
Setting for your Child’s 
Unique Academic, Social, and 
Emotional Needs
By Sherry Dismuke

twice-exceptional students require a program 
that will adjust curriculum to target their 
diverse academic needs. they need to attend 
a school that provides an environment where 
they feel safe, are understood, valued, and 
supported. finding the right match for these 
students may require parents to think outside 
the traditional model. there are many options 
available in Idaho. parents need to research 
alternatives carefully and find a match that fits 
not only the student’s needs but also that of 
the family. following is a list of alternatives to 
consider in Idaho. 

•  Traditional Neighborhood Public School: 
public schools offer a wide spectrum of 
services. parents need to investigate the 
school to determine if the program can 
accommodate the needs of the twice 
exceptional student. 

•  Open Enrollment: student would attend a 
public school outside their neighborhood or 
district that better suits their needs. 

•  Alternative Schools: some districts have 
alternative public schools. each has its own 
unique way of delivering services. programs 
vary greatly in flexibility and may be paired 
with vocational training or work study credits.

•  Public Charter Schools: each public 
charter school has its own philosophy 
and model. parents should research and 
understand each school’s philosophy as it 
will be the driving force of your student’s 
experience. for a listing and description 
of Idaho charter schools go to http://csi.
boisestate.edu/icsn.htm

 

•  Private Schools: private schools offer a 
wide spectrum of services.  parents need 
to investigate the school to determine if the 
program can accommodate the needs of the 
twice exceptional student.

 
for more information on schools of choice 
you can visit this website http://www.
buildingchoice.org/cs/bc/print/bc_docs/home.
htm 

magnet schools
Virtual academies
professional technical

Other Options

•  Dual Enrollment:  33-203.  The parent 
or guardian of a child of school age who is 
enrolled in a nonpublic school or a public 
charter school shall be allowed to enroll the 
student in a public school for dual enrollment 
purposes.  for additional information please 
refer to the Idaho education code.

•  Dual Credit: Idapa 08.02.03. 007.18.  
Dual credit allows high school students to 
simultaneously earn credit toward a high 
school diploma and a postsecondary degree 
or certificate.  Postsecondary institutions 
work closely with high schools to deliver 
college courses that are identical to those 
offered on the college campus.  Credits 
earned in a dual credit class become part 
of the student’s permanent college record.  
Students may enroll in dual credit programs 
taught at the high school or on the college 
campus.

•  Correspondence Courses: check with a 
counselor at a public school.  

•  Mastery/Testing Out of Courses: check 
with a counselor at a public school.   

•  GED/ HSE:  students can test out of high 
school, and are then free to apply to college, 
vocational training, internships or full time 
work. contact the professional/technical 
education Ged center for more information 
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at http://www.my-ged.com/ged-testing-
programs/idaho/default.aspx.   free prep 
courses and screening are available. many 
students and parents do not realize that 
students can take college entrance exams 
and go straight to most colleges. for some 
gifted students who are struggling to find 
their place in high school this can be just 
what they need.   

•  School-to-Work Programs:  a child attends 
school part-time and works part-time and 
gets credit for their work experience. 

Questions for Parents to ask 
administrators:

•  how are individual needs met in the 
classroom?  

•  What is the process?

•  are there trained people on staff?  

•  Is the school accredited? What agency is 
the school accredited through? In regards 
to accreditation, refer to the Idaho state 
department of education website at http://
www.sde.idaho.gov/site/accreditation/.
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Glossary of Terms

appendix VII

academic domain the scope of educational studies

accommodations refer to the actual teaching supports and services that the student may require 
to successfully demonstrate learning. accommodations should not change 
expectations to the curriculum grade levels.

adaptations designing student activities and experiences that address individualized 
program goals while enabling students to participate with age peers to the 
maximum degree possible.  See Modification.

adhd Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder. According to the Diagnostic and 
statistical manual of mental disorders, fourth edition text revision (dsm-
IV-tr), there are three types of adhd: combined type, Inattentive type and 
hyperactive-Impulsive type. Inattentive type – problems with paying attention 
(i.e error checking, multitasking, forgetfulness, listening problems, processing 
auditory-verbal input, organization, sustaining attention, task persistence 
and motivation). hyperactive-Impulsive type – the need to often move one’s 
body (i.e. fidgets, can not sit in seat when expected to do so, runs or climbs 
excessively, difficulty playing quietly, “on the go” or “driven like a motor”, blurts 
out answers, difficulty waiting turn, interrupts). Combined Type - having both 
inattentive and hyperactive-impulsive types. for all types, certain criteria must 
be met regarding age of onset, duration of symptoms and number of settings in 
which symptoms are present. Giftedness can sometimes look like adhd.

adverse educational Impact Any harmful or unfavorable influence that a disability has on a student’s 
educational performance in academic (reading, math, communication, etc.) or 
non-academic areas (daily life activities, mobility, pre-vocational and vocational 
skills, social adaptation, self-help skills, etc.)

affective strength Level of emotional expression associated with an idea or action.

asperger’s disorder 
asperger’s syndrome 

Is the autism spectrum disorder (asd) in which there is no general delay in 
language or cognitive development. Like other asds, it is characterized by 
difficulties in social interaction and restricted, stereotyped patterns of behavior 
and interests. although not mentioned in standard diagnostic criteria for as, 
physical clumsiness and atypical use of language are frequently reported.

asynchronous development means out-of-sync, and gifted children are out of sync both internally (different 
rates of physical, intellectual, emotional, social and skill development) and 
externally (lack of fit with same-aged peers and age-related expectations of 
society).

authentic assessment an assignment given to students designed to assess their ability to apply 
standard-driven knowledge and skills to real-world problems.

Behavioral domain the scope of interactive behavior that can refer to the different responses to 
different circumstances.

Bipolar a mental disorder that involves extreme mood cycling between a hyper-
energized, grandiose, elevated mood, and deep depression. In young children 
there may be wild rage and aggressive depression. (from survival strategies for 
parenting children with Bipolar disorder, George t. Lynn)

cognitive processing the brain’s ability to transform information: mental processing by the brain to 
problem solve.

compensation Include study strategies, cognitive strategies (also called learning strategies), 
compensatory supports (e.g., tape recorders and computer word processing 
programs), and environmental accommodations such as test-taking 
accommodations (e.g., extended test time, less distracting test-taking setting). 
Other researchers (Garner, 1988).

compensatory strategies techniques or materials that help to offset learning challenges.
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continuum a continuous series or sequence of things whose parts cannot be separated or 
separately discerned.

curriculum Base measurement (cBm) a form of assessment administered to students to measure academic growth.

dIBeLs dynamic Indicators of Basic early Literacy skills: a set of standardized 
individually administered measures of literacy development.

differentiated Instruction an approach to teaching that delivers instruction to students based on 
differences and commonalities in learning style, interests and strengths. 
Instruction is tailored to meet the diverse needs of the students in a regular 
classroom.

discrepancy formula a discrepancy formula calculates the degree of discrepancy between 
performance on two measures.

environmental Inventory rating scales designed to evaluate features of a student’s school and home 
environment.

explicit Instruction the intentional design and delivery of information by the teacher to the 
students. It begins with (1) the teacher’s modeling or demonstration of the skill 
or strategy; (2) a structured and substantial opportunity for students to practice 
and apply newly taught skills and knowledge under the teacher’s direction and 
guidance; and (3) an opportunity for feedback. (see teaching functions).

fidelity using a program, model or instructional strategies in the way they were 
designed to be used in order to be successful.

function area(s) of disability needed to develop the child’s strengths and needs for the 
present levels of academic achievement and functional performance.

horizontal teaming an interactive process that enables teachers in a grade level to share expertise 
and engage in shared decision making with mutually defined goals.

Interpersonal relationships between people.

Intervention targeted supplemental behavioral or academic actions that have the potential 
to facilitate the desired outcome.

Intrapersonal Internal aspects of a person, emotions.

Learning disability Specific neurological disorders that affect the brain’s ability to take in, store, 
process or communicate information.

Learning preference a unique combination of strengths and preferences.  this includes visual, 
auditory and kinesthetic preferences.

matrix the regular formation of elements or ideas into columns and rows.

Modification changes made to curriculum expectations in order to meet the needs of 
the student. Modifications are made when the expectations are beyond 
the students level of ability. Modifications may be minimal or very complex 
depending on the student performance. Modifications must be clearly 
acknowledged in the Iep.

multi-tiered multi-tiered learning provides students with a continuum of services (i.e., 
typically presented as three levels of instruction) that increase in intensity 
based on the learner needs. embedded within multilevel instruction is the 
practice of determining how well the student responds to the interventions 
implemented.

perfectionism common among gifted children. they are critical of their own work and never 
satisfied. They apply their high standard to others. In moderation perfectionism 
is healthy. perfectionism can also be characteristic of certain mental health 
conditions.

portfolios a collection of a student’s best work that is ongoing and represents the 
interests and strengths of the student.

primary prevention Level I in a tiered system of delivery that applies to all students to universally 
deliver the core academic and behavioral programs.

psychomotor muscular or motor skills required to manipulate materials or objects.
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response to Intervention (rtI) a systematic approach to insuring that students at risk for failure or 
underachieving receive timely and effective support.

remediation The act or process of correcting a fault or deficiency.

rubric clearly stated expectations that are used to guide and evaluate student work.

secondary prevention the second level in a tiered system of delivery that provides strategic 
intervention for some students that are at risk of not reaching their potential.

sensory ability of the brain to process information brought in by the senses.

sensory Integration/processing 
disorder

a brain-based problem with information processing that is characterized by 
difficulty understanding and responding appropriately to sensory inputs. (from 
the mislabled child) responses may seem over-reactive to minor stimuli and 
under-reactive to real danger.

tertiary prevention the third level in a tiered system of delivery that applies to a few students and 
provides intensive intervention for students that are at high risk of not reaching 
their potential.

twice-exceptional Students who are Twice-Exceptional are identified as gifted and talented and 
also identified with one or more disability or condition.

Vertical teaming a vertical team is a group of educators (teachers, counselors, administrators) 
from different grade levels who work together to develop a curriculum 
that provides a seamless transition from grade to grade. Ideally, then, 
the curriculum at the elementary school is linked to what is taught at the 
high school.  through vertical teaming, school districts can strengthen the 
opportunities for all students to have access to—and be successful in—rigorous 
coursework.
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